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Welcome to the home of Village-connections.com

:: Latest Village Discussion

Everyone lives somewhere. This is a website where people are invited share their
thinking about building connections that could create the kinds of places they would
like to live in.

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

You are invited to share any relevant views or information on the discussion board.

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

This website is part of my research in community building. I wish to explore some
new ways for people in localities to clarify, together, some of their major problems,
opportunities and practical solutions. These ways include the use of the creative
media and communications technologies to build up local communication networks,
so that people in their localities can relate more effectively to one another and to the
world beyond.
I am also particularly interested in how localities can usefully network with a
university. I would like to see a picture emerge of how people from very diverse
backgrounds can communicate together to help create local spaces that all would
like to inhabit.
Building on diversity
For my basic understanding of local community development I turn to John Wardle,
a local community philosopher. John wrote about local identity differences as
opening up opportunities for community development. He said:
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Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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there is a need to build a community that will work together to identify
its problems and find ways to improve itself, a community that
recognizes cultural diversity and individual differences as a wealth not a
problem, where open honest communication is seen as a natural part of
all growth, problem solving and healing.
(John Wardle 1997, St Albans, Christchurch, New Zealand)
Utilizing new information and communications technologies for community
development is an official New Zealand Government policy goal, expressed in its
Connecting Communities (2002) and Draft Digital Strategy (2004). The first
paragraph of Connecting Communities articulates a vision where:
All New Zealanders, either as individuals or as members of communities, have
the opportunity to access and effectively use current and emerging
information and communications technologies. This will enable individuals and
communities to participate fully in the economic, social, educational, cultural
and democratic opportunities available in an information society.
(The full Connecting Communities strategy can be downloaded from: http://www.
beehive.govt.nz/Documents/Files/Connecting%20Communities.pdf)
The details of the government's digital strategy can be found at www.digitalstrategy.
govt.nz
To this, Professor Richard Florida adds the importance of recognizing and nurturing
creativity. He spoke about the importance of creative people to the way we organize
our communities at the New Zealand Knowledge Wave Forum in 1993. In his book
The Rise of the Creative Class: how it's transforming work, leisure, community and
everyday life, Florida says:

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005

To build true social cohesion, the members of the Creative Class will need to
offer those in other classes a tangible vision of ways to improve their own
lives, either by becoming part of the Creative Economy or, at the very least,
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by reaping some of its rewards. If the Creative Class does not commit itself to
this effort, the growing social and economic divides in our society will only
worsen, and I fear that we will find ourselves living perpetually uneasy lives at
the top of an unhappy heap (p. xii).
I wish also to enquire into how a university can contribute to this new kind of
community development. The new vice chancellors here at Canterbury University
have declared their support for building strong university and community links. A
summary of their views can be found in the Latest News & Comment
My questions in this context are:
1.

2.

how can these new communications and media tools enable communities and
universities to collaborate to better understand and meet community needs
and aspirations?
what kinds of central and local public policy development can be helpful?

Main research tool The Silent Connectors film
The Silent Connectors, a one-act play I wrote that has been adapted for DVD/video,
is my main research tool. This film seeks to raise some central issues about
connections in a local community. Participants in the research watch the film and,
through a facilitated process, record their individual and group responses. Research
participants and interested visitors to this website play a key role in creating the
second act of the play, which will also be filmed.
Finding your way around this website
This website is divided into sections that are constantly changing with the continual
input of people as well as with the ongoing development of this project.
Send in your comments at any time to the Discussion Board
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Background to the development of the one-act play and a copy of the film script is in
The Silent Connectors
Research design and results as they come to hand is in Research
People involved in supporting this PhD People involved
Thesis development, including theoretical framework About the thesis
Your comments very welcome
Thank you for visiting. This is a research website. Your comments (made
anonymously if you wish) about this site and material in it are very welcome. Send
to yourviews@village-connections.com
If you would like to be kept up to date with developments, please let me know. I'm
very happy to put you on our emailing list.
Email hazel@village-connections.com
For any problems with the website email webmaster@village-connections.com
Special thanks to SPEaR
Hazel Ashton would like to especially to thank the Social Policy Evaluation and
Research unit (SPEaR) for the financial support that has made it possible to have this
website and to make the film of The Silent Connectors.

Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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The Silent Connectors - a brief description
The one-act play "The Silent Connectors" is set in a virtual place called Sometown. I
wrote this play at a summer school under the guidance of New Zealand poet and
playwright Apirana Taylor. Martin Howells adapted it into a film script and
professionally produced it as a film for this research methodology.
The play is about connecting in a local community, the hopes and fears of people in
Sometown, and how these might arise when people and things connect, or fail to
connect.
Issues raised in the narrative include: past memories, pleasant and painful, present
changes, uncomfortable and shattering, but also, for at least one character, full of
promise, and future possibilities. These elements give rise to a situation where
opportunities and problems are explored.
The characters represent diverse viewpoints from the university and community, and
related social, business and information communication and technology perspectives.
A character, referred to as "the tattooed man," has no voice, yet he becomes pivotal
to the future direction of Sometown because of connections he makes, or avoids
making.
Also pivotal in the play is "Koff Inn," the café where communication between the
various characters takes place and connections develop. Communication, especially
the insights put forth by Mrs Koff, lead to different perceptions of the tattooed man.
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Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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These insights could open up new perspectives. The one-act play ends at a point that
could be either hopeful, or despairing.

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

In my research methodology, the research participants provide the material for the
second act and set their own directions. By virtue of their participation, they also
reflexively contribute to the re-creation of Sometown.

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Special thanks

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]

Apirana Taylor is a New Zealand poet, storyteller, playwright, musician and actor.
Apirana was the 2003 writer in residence at the University of Canterbury, where he
taught a class on writing a one-act drama.

Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

I attended Apirana's 2-week summer school class, where I wrote the first draft of
The Silent Connectors. Apirana’s encouragement to write a second act led me to
think of adapting the one-act play as a tool for research i.e. involving others in
deciding what would happen next.
To email Apirana: haka@paradise.net.nz
For the Silent Connectors film script: scroll down the adjacent column on the right
and download the pdf file from there.

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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:: Downloads

Text of The Silent Connectors (78.5 KB)

Film script for the Silent Connectors
Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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Silent Connector Research
Introduction
The idea for the The Silent Connectors arose after visiting a place I hadn't been to for some time. I was shocked
at how the place had become so run down and found it difficult to connect to people going by. I thought it might
be because I was economically privileged, at least compared to most of the people I came across. I feared for
my safety and the only person who seemed to want to make a connection was a policeman after I had witnessed
a rather violent arrest by him and his colleagues.
I first wrote it up as a poem, "Connecting at Last." I concluded the poem saying:
Someone at last
trying to connect with me.
“Us” – his eyes say
“Against them,” his eyes insist.
My privilege traps me I feel forced to acknowledge a connection.
Until this incident I thought of myself as being a person able to connect with most people.
I wrote this play soon after carrying out research on the New Zealand government's knowledge and innovation
strategy (February, 2002). Some thoughts and concerns I had about this process provided background material
for the play.
For instance, debates at the time tended to be couched in terms of pro or anti globalisation, big business,
science (particularly bio-tech) and technology. Both sets of debates included ideas about the causes of
disparities between socio-economic groups, cultures, and ethnicities and solutions to them, without either side
really engaging with the other - or more significantly - with the affected groups in society themselves. In the
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Thanks again to all who have been involved
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The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
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Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
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The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
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play I try to bring the differing perspectives together.

people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]

My other major concern in the knowledge society debates has been the neglect of locality, or local community.
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

On completing the one-act play, I found some people were unhappy that the ending was left up in the air. Most
people prefer closure. The positive aspect was that the same people also wanted a second act to be written so
they could know what was going to happen next.
People had diverse ideas about what I should have the characters do in act two. This was when I first thought of
using the play as a research methodology. Initially, my idea was to tour with actors and have audiences
participate by way of playback or forum. In the end, I saw how instead, it would be easier to have the drama
filmed and made more portable as a DVD and video.
Some people also thought I may have to "dumb down the content " for some audiences, so it was easier to
understand. However, in my piloting with around 30 people, most said they appreciated having their thinking
extended and challenged. I found that those most engaged with the film were youth with little by way of tertiary
qualifications.
I wanted The Silent Connector film to be a tool for research that could engage people of diverse backgrounds
with quite complex and - I would suggest - quite important issues of our time.
This website, designed by Kate Hindin and hosted by Galen King, serves as an extension of the community space
where information, ideas, and opinions can be posted and conversations continued.
(Unfortunately our knowledge society has not yet progressed to the stage where I can replicate on the web other
important aspects of the community research spaces, such as the yummy food that helped sustain the
conversation flow).
____________________________________

Reasearch Links:
PhD thesis research title and questions The title of my PhD thesis (still provisional) and the questions I am
seeking to address
Design of research methodology An introduction to the reasoning and challenges behind the design of this
methodology
Demographic profile of participants who took part in stage one of The Silent Connectors research
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asked, "Why participants … are motivated
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Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
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After swimming for a long time you finally…
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Participant responses from Stage One of The Silent Connectors research (February/March & July/August
2005).
Participant responses from Stage Two of The Silent Connectors research (July/August 2005).

where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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website designed by New Media Design
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Welcome. In this Village, we would like everyone to feel comfortable about
expressing themselves freely, while at the same time, always being
respectful of others. We will do our best to keep from interfering in the free
flow of discussion. For any enquiries contact hazel@village-connections.com.
Category
Latest News & Comment
News related to the thesis
Like to add to "The Silent
Connectors" Research Session(s)?
Post any comments or observations
arising out of The Silent Connectors
research sessions here. Nonparticipants may also make postings.
Your views, information etc

Posts
14

15

Last Post
Sunday, 05 Mar 2006 at 2:48 pm

Friday, 12 Aug 2005 at 3:39 pm

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
3

Monday, 12 Jun 2006 at 8:17 pm

Your views, information etc on any topic
are welcome.

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]
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Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
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Ross_Himona.pdf (30.5 KB)

\\\\
Himona_Bamako_speech.pdf (35.9 KB)

Ross Himona's Bamako speech
Village Connections
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People on this page
A major theme in my thesis is what I see as the enormous benefits for all of
collaboration between people from diverse backgrounds. Many knowledgeable and
talented people are involved in the production of this thesis. Over time, I plan to
introduce these people, or invite them to introduce themselves. Below are details
about the following people
Professor David Thorns PhD supervisor
Geoff Fougere associate PhD supervisor
Faye Hawtin Social science researcher and research database specialist
Martin Howells Film director, writer and actor
Garry Lott musician, filmmaker and producer of a film trailer for The Silent
Connectors
Helen Moran Actor and supporting role in the making of the film
Margreet Stronks Facilitator for The Silent Connectors Research Project
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Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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Kate Hindin Designer of website and logo

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Galen King Web host and technical support
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Hazel Ashton
I am a PhD candidate and this website is an integral part of my PhD project.

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

Professor David Thorns PhD Supervisor

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

David, is my PhD supervisor. He has been my teacher for a number of years. The
first paper I did with him was in 2000. It was an honours-level paper on urban
sociology. After this he became the main supervisor for my MA thesis 2001-2002.

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]

I have very much valued David's encouragement and support. I have especially
appreciated his willingness to let me follow my interests in sociology topics, theory
and methodologies. This includes my current use of the creative arts, film and
information and communications technologies.

A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

A number of people have remarked that I am very lucky in being able to bring new
creative tools into what is often seen as a traditionally-oriented academic discipline. I
agree.

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]

24/08/05 12:01:18

For more information about Professor Thorns
Return to top of page

Geoff Fougere: associate supervisor

Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Geoff has recently (May 2005) agreed to take on the position of associate
supervisor. He was my supervisor at an undergraduate level for political sociology
and I attended an honours class Geoff and Terry Austrin (Dr) took on sociological
theory. I know that I'm not the only student who found the theory class of enormous
value, then and since.
When I had Geoff as a lecturer, he let me write some of my essays in the form of a
drama and a debate. For instance, I wrote a short drama about Sherlock Holmes and
Dr Watson searching for social capital in a local area, and I had French theorists
attend a local public meeting to explain the relevance of their theories to local
affairs. The debate was between Bourdieu and Alexander about theory and
theoretical perspectives. I very much appreciated the opportunity to blend creative
and analytical writing.
Return to top of page

Faye Hawtin: Independent Researcher
(Specialist with SPSS, a research database software)
Faye and I got to know each other when we were both sociology students working on
our MA thesis. We share a rural background and an interest in community
development.
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Faye is now working as an independent researcher. When I realized I needed
someone reliable to help set up a data base for inputting data and analyzing material
(SPSS), I was pleased Faye was able to make some time available.
Faye has done a fantastic job, in a very short time.
Another skill of Faye's I really valued was her ability to decipher all, or just about all
of the participants' written responses. She tells me she learned this when nursing
and needed to learn to make sense of the doctors writing. It was during her years of
nursing that Faye also learned to organize and facilitate groups of people.
[Faye Hawtin's CV]
For Faye's article on the Newcomers Network
Return to top of page

Martin Howells
Martin not only adapted my script for film and helped edit it, but he also directed and
acted in it, playing the part of Wilhelm Koff. In addition, he volunteered much of his
time in creating a promotional DVD.
I have been very fortunate to have Martin's support. He has been able to keep costs
down by taking on so many of the tasks himself - writing, directing, acting, editing,
tapping into the goodwill and support of the local and artistic community, all the
while remaining creative and versatile under tight time constraints.
I wanted to produce a film that could present complex ideas in an engaging way and
act as a suitable research tool. However else the film is evaluated, it has indeed
succeeded in engaging many viewers in often compelling ways and, in turn, has
provided a wealth of research material.
Return to top of page

http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=6 (5 of 10)16/8/2006 2:00:14 AM

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

Garry Lott
A friend of my daughters introduced me to Garry. I wanted someone who could
make a trailer of The Silent Connectors that would interest young people in
participating in the research, and Garry was recommended. He was born in the
Philippines and brought up in rural New Zealand. He now lives in Christchurch. He
did a fantastic job, putting together a narrative with appropriate film clips and some
of his own music. Garry is a young person with enormous creative talent. I'm really
pleased to have his support.

Helen Moran

Helen is an actor and she also played a strong supporting role in the making of The
Silent Connectors film.
Helen acts the part of the popular Marlena Koff in The Silent Connectors. She also
helped out in directing the film, when some extra filming was required.
I first met Helen through our involvement in a community drama project. I
remember giving Helen some information and a pile of community papers, and from
this, she and another actor put together a very informative, insightful, entertaining
and amusing short play on the history of St Albans. Like others in the audience, I
was very impressed, and thought it a great way of helping people get to know the
history of their community.
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I liked the way Helen could relate art to a community context and so when I thought
of having The Silent Connector performed, I asked her for some feedback. She gave
the script to Martin Howells to look over and both agreed it would work better as a
short film.
Helen has a degree in sociology and has been able to provide an excellent bridge for
communication between sociology and the arts.
For more about Helen click the "Education" link/drop-down menu and then click
"Coordinator" at:
http://www.fortunetheatre.co.nz/frameset.html
Return to top of page

Margreet Stronks
Facilitator for The Silent Connectors Research Project
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Margreet Stronks has been assisting me with the design of the research, particularly
with the participatory component.
I met Margreet in the mid 80s when I first came to Christchurch. We lived in
neighbouring suburbs and had each been working independently to set up after
school programmes for the children of our local community. Margreet set up OSCAR
(Out of School Care and Recreation) in St Albans, and then went on to establish the
support network for local and nation-wide OSCAR programmes. Both national and
labour governments have recognized Margreet's work. She received a Civic Award in
1996 and a MNZM in 2002.
When I moved to St Albans I worked on many community projects with Margreet
(1992-2002). Margreet was the main person behind re-activating the residents
association, and facilitating the establishment of youth programmes, gala days, a
community garden and the community choir. She provided professional supervision
for me when I set up a community web project (2001-2002).
These days Margreet divides her time between NZ and Holland. I wanted to take full
advantage of Margreet while she was back in New Zealand to assist in the research
design, particularly the participatory aspects of the research processes, and to make
good use of her excellent skills in facilitation and coaching.
A major component of this thesis is making communication and communication
processes that are normally hidden, more visible, and more reflexive. There is much
talk of the need for communication, participation and connecting, but to my mind,
little by way of attention to the detail needed for the setting up of reflexive
communication processes and methods to track these, in order to better understand,
evaluate and learn from them.
I am really appreciating Margreet's assistance. Her many-layered approach which
includes attention to human, cultural, community, business, and academic
connections corresponds very well with the integrated discursive approach to policy
development that my thesis work seeks to clarify and explore.
Return to top of page
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=6 (8 of 10)16/8/2006 2:00:14 AM

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

Kate Hindin & Galen King
Kate designed the website, and Galen hosts it.
I met Kate through a fellow student at Soci House, a two-story house at the
University of Canterbury, where some of us are fortunate to have a very nice space
to study. I had wanted someone to design me a logo - to capture, in a simple form,
my rather complex thesis research. I was really impressed with Kate's ability to take
time to listen and capture, almost immediately, exactly what I wanted.
It was then a short step to ask her about designing a website. This process was
much longer - lots of back and forth fine-tuning of detail. We wanted an aesthetically
pleasing, user friendly, website that we could maintain ourselves. We are very
pleased with the result.
Kate, in Christchurch, works with Galen a technical specialist, who lives in Golden
Bay, which is on the top-west coast of the South Island of New Zealand. The server
for this site is in California.
A major component of this thesis is what some of us see as the new possibilities with
increasingly available user-friendly Information and communications technologies
(ICTs). Kate and Galen are a great example of how people from different places can
creatively work with this new potential.
Kate can be contacted at: creative@newmediadesign.co.nz
Kate's Website: www.newmediadesign.co.nz
Galen's Website: www.luciddesign.co.nz
Return to top of page
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"There's nothing as practical as a good theory" Kurt Lewin

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Introduction: calls on community - can it cope?
On most days one hears calls for community to:
*
*
*
*
*
*

address proliferating social, environmental, and economic problems
ensure positive relationships among and care of community members
be welcoming of immigrants and other newcomers’
participate in democratic and consultative opportunities
ensure positive relationships/partnerships with the government and business
provide a grassroots alternative to big business and other globalising forces

On this issue, I position myself as someone who also sees possibilities for a
community to be an effective actor. However, for this to be more than a blind utopic
fantasy, what is required is new and realistic thinking about how a community can
equip itself for this role.
I take seriously the many difficult obstacles that must be overcome. My approach is
therefore to begin this task by drawing on two New Zealand community philosophers
who are also successful community entrepreneurs, John Wardle (1997) and Ross
Himona (2003) (2005). Both have reflected philosophically while engaging in
innovative, creative activities in their own local communities. They have done this in
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=48 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:00:20 AM

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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the context of wider global trends and pressures.
I find it helpful and very hopeful that John Wardle and Ross Himona’s practical
knowledge relates well to the more purely theoretical approaches of social theorists I
draw on in my thesis: Scott Lash, Gerard Delanty, Manuel Castells and the
philosopher, Paul Ricoeur.
To be continued…

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

Community (the basis of this thesis)
My thesis focuses on local community. I start from the assumption that we all live
somewhere. In the places where we live, there are many potential resources and
opportunites for community development that are not commonly brought together or
worked into community development programmes. They include: knowledge/s,
economic opportunities, livelihoods - actual and needed, cultures, ethnicities,
technologies, businesses, shops, education, eldercare facilities, gardens, economic
and marketing opportunities, community spaces, families, innovation, creativity, the
creatives, arts, new media, stories, celebrations, services, welfare, employment,
global impacts, global knowledge work, learning, personal development, ecology,
belonging, history, tradition, and on-going change.
In this context, I seek to examine how local people from diverse backgrounds can
network to create and develop local community life. I see such community
development as opening up innovative and productive avenues for social and
economic development. I also see this kind of community development as opening
up new possibilities for personal development.
New tools: Equipping communities with new participatory concepts (theory and
methodology) ICTs (internet and web) arts and media (in this case film) enables
more intensive local networking. These new tools and concepts enable local lifeworld perceptions, needs and discourses to be recognised and expressed.
Context and theory: The globalising, post-modern fragmenting situation is resulting
in unprecedented problems and possibilities. I argue that new thinking (creative and
innovative) about community is required. I draw on reflexive modern,
“cosmopolitan” (grass-roots-up instead of top-down) and participatory approaches
that supplement, or complement or rebalance current globalising trends/forces.

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

The Goal: A local community that can build up local communication and networks,
and understand their developmental problems and possibilities in new and creative
ways.

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

Community in communication with university and policy/decision makers

Sociology Conference 2005

University (involving also other educational institutions as appropriate, but with
special reference, to the production of knowledges by or as coordinated from
university levels)
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=50 (2 of 4)16/8/2006 2:00:36 AM
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This includes the use of cognitive, aesthetic, local, practical interdisciplinary
knowledge, concepts, and technologies to support community development. This
involves attention to the development of new relevant methodology and protocols.
Policy (substance, institutions and personnel)
This covers policy formation and on-going evaluation by political decision-makers,
officials, and their institutions at local, regional and national levels.

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Discussion Board » Your views, information etc
ORIGINAL POST: Thanks and update:

Reply to this post

Posted on Monday, 12 Jun 2006 at 8:17 pm (This person has seen the video)
Thanks again to all who have been involved in The Silent Connectors research
project. The film script has been written, based around the responses. The reason
not much is happening on this site is that I've been fully engaged with writing up the
doctoral thesis. I'm currently making arrangements for the filming of the script early
next year, and look forward to inviting people to a celebratory Grand Premiere. This
will also be an opportunity for more feedback. In 2007 I will be refocusing this
website and getting it to hum once again:)

Post a reply to Thanks and update:
Subject
Re: Thanks and update:

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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Name/Nickname (optional)

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Text of your topic

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Are you familiar with this study?

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
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I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
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Thanks again to all who have been involved in The Silent Connectors research
project. The film script has been written, based around the responses. The reason
not much is happening on this site is that I've been fully engaged with writing up the
doctoral thesis. I'm currently making arrangements for the filming of the script early
next year, and look forward to inviting people to a celebratory Grand Premiere. This
will also be an opportunity for more feedback. In 2007 I will be refocusing this
website and getting it to hum once again:)

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Ross Himona's Bamako speech
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Discussion Board » Your views, information etc
ORIGINAL POST: methodology

Reply to this post

Posted by Jane on Sunday, 03 Jul 2005 at 2:18 pm (This person has seen the video)
I am really impressed with the idea behind this research and the way you enlist
audience participation. It just wasn't quite clear to me how you were planning to use
the audience feedback - whether it was for statistical purposes, what you could
deduce from it, etc.
1. Re: methodology

Reply to this post

Posted by Hazel on Wednesday, 06 Jul 2005 at 8:46 pm (This person has seen the
video)
Thanks for your question. The research questions were designed to serve a number
of purposes. It has been important that the research has a quantitative basis to it.
For instance, we wanted to ensure as far as practical the demographic features of
the New Zealand population were reflected in the research. We also wanted to
ensure the diverse groups were given the same questions using the same process so
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Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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that if we wanted to repeat this research, there could be some basis for comparison
of results. It was also important to show the participants in the research were able to
respond as they genuinely wished. Part of this validation involves posting the results
to date on the Web. Anyone can see what has been reported and confirm, refute, or
comment.

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Having said this, the research is not primarily a positivist exercise, which means I’m
not using it to try and “scientifically” prove one thing or another. Its main purpose
has been for people to focus on their own experiences with regard to the film, first as
separate individuals, then increasingly as a group. This collective response will
facilitate the development of a plotline for a second act, which will be filmed. This
process entails a movement from lived experience to the development of a shared
text, which can be seen to reflect the input of the research participants. It is
important to note that a plot can encompass diverse, differing and conflicting views
and feelings; in fact, this makes for a more lively and interesting text.

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

Post a reply to methodology
Subject

:: Latest News & Comment

Re: methodology
Name/Nickname (optional)

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Text of your topic
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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Are you familiar with this study?

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
Image
Upload image for this post:
Submit Reply

Browse...

Cancel

I am really impressed with the idea behind this research and the way you enlist
audience participation. It just wasn't quite clear to me how you were planning to use
the audience feedback - whether it was for statistical purposes, what you could
deduce from it, etc.

After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Himona_Bamako_speech.pdf (35.9 KB)

Ross Himona's Bamako speech
Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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Village Discussion
Discussion Board » Latest News & Comment
ORIGINAL POST: After swimming for a long time you finally… a poem by
Danielle O’Halloran

Reply to this post

Posted by Danielle O’Halloran on Wednesday, 24 Aug 2005 at 6:22 pm
After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go
To the island
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=200 (1 of 6)16/8/2006 2:01:07 AM
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Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back
to where you came from
Until you have turned
Spiral dance
Circles
times infnity
Returning
And re
Turning
returning and re turning
And turning you turn to face
your own face
Turning as fast as time.
This would be in outer space except
you are in the space, where
Inner and outer meet.

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

Face to face
Island to island
Home to home.
By Danielle O’Halloran copyright 2005-08-24
1. Re: After swimming for a long time you finally… a poem by Danielle
O’Halloran

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Reply to this post

Posted by Roselinde on Wednesday, 28 Sep 2005 at 12:39 am (This person has seen
the video)
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=200 (2 of 6)16/8/2006 2:01:07 AM

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if you would tell what your poem was inspired by.
Thank you
1. Re: After swimming for a long time you finally… a poem by Danielle
O’Halloran

Reply to this post

Posted by Danielle on Thursday, 06 Oct 2005 at 3:00 pm (This person is unfamiliar
with the study)
Thankyou for your interest Rosalie.
This poem reflects on identity issues and the connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of a sense of identity. The repetition in the poem could be
read both as an instruction heard externally for the speaker in the poem and a
reflection on an internal longing.
As part of an interconnected community of families that come from many different
parts of the world - I am at once home in Aotearoa New Zealand - but also feel
connected to other parts of the world where my family has come from such as
Samoa, Ireland and England.
This poem reaches for a balance between a sense of imagined identity and a real
connection to place, space and time - which may include oceans, lands, peoples, etc.

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
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After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go
To the island
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back
to where you came from
Until you have turned
Spiral dance
Circles
times infnity
Returning
And re
Turning
returning and re turning
And turning you turn to face
your own face
Turning as fast as time.
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This would be in outer space except
you are in the space, where
Inner and outer meet.
Face to face
Island to island
Home to home.
By Danielle O’Halloran copyright 2005-08-24
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Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&CategoryID=2 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:01:14 AM
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am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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ORIGINAL POST: "Banishing ivory-towers and taking the university to the
community" - new university colleges & pro-vicechancellors

Reply to this post

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

Posted by Hazel on Wednesday, 16 Feb 2005 at 10:06 am
At Canterbury University four pro-vice-chancellors have been appointed
to head new colleges (Arts, Business and Economics, Engineering, and
Science), and a new head has been appointed for the School of Law.
All of the new appointees want to prioritise the building of communityuniversity relationships, which relates well to the theme of my thesis.
I appreciate there will be many views on how, or even whether, major changes
should be made to university life. However, I think most would agree with all of the
pro-vice-chancellors that there is a “need to banish the ivory towers and bring the
university to the wider community.” Of course, the real challenge is to bring it about.
This is something that all my work so far confirms will be no easy task.
I would be especially interested in any suggestions that might be helpful in this
direction. Please post them to the discussion board on this subject (just click on
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=148&CategoryID=2 (1 of 8)16/8/2006 2:01:26 AM

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

“reply to this post” above and write in the empty boxes at the end of the text).
What follows is taken from "Transforming the ivory towers," a report on interviews
done with the new heads by Christchurch Press reporter Amanda Warren, *

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

-------All agree about community engagement:
One point all agree on is the need to banish the ivory towers and bring the university
to the wider community. All five have visions of engaging Cantabrians and making
the institution more approachable.
College of Arts head, Professor Ken Strongman, says he hates the ivory-tower
image.
“Universities are put there by society, paid by society, and, in my view, it's better
they are integrated with society.”
The new appointees say:
1. Ken Strongman, Arts
(Photograph above)
Strongman wants Canterbury's humanities, social sciences, and visual and
performing arts to become “known in the world.”
He says he hates the ivory tower image and wants Cantabrians to embrace their
university and realize its importance.
He wants to start by pulling the multi-disciplinary arts college into a cohesive unit
which can express its desires and make them realities. He's not kidding when he
says the best part of the job is its "complexity."
“Ask 10 Cantabrians what the university does, and you will get 10 different
answers,” Strongman says.
To some it's a remote place; to some it's a place to send their children which will
lead to a job. Others, and I think there would be relatively few, might see it as a
pale of genuine learning and might be pleased society can afford to have such a
place.
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=148&CategoryID=2 (2 of 8)16/8/2006 2:01:26 AM

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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He is also in charge of maintaining equity and diversity in the university. Amanda
Warren here reports on how he indicates the need for many more female
appointments to professorships to establish a balance at Canterbury University, and
then says how he also "wants to encourage more Maori and Pacific staff and students
to join the university and wants the university to be more relevant to the
community."

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran

2. Nigel Healey: Business and Economics
The saying "it's not what you know, it's who you know" is more relevant in the
university sector than ever before, says Pro-Vice-Chancellor Professor Nigel Healey.
The man in charge of the university's College of Business and economics raves about
the benefits of good networking and developing connections in an increasingly
international sector.
3. Scott Davidson: School of Law
He describes the university as "a bit of a curious beast," in the way staff are
cloistered away in a suburban campus, but must also spend a lot of time building
relationships and working on projects for the community. What I would wish is for
the wider community to see the university as a resource where they can come if they
need knowledge about a certain subject.
4. Peter Jackson: Engineering
As head of Canterbury's engineering and computer-science departments, Jackson is
determined to see them become "the powerhouse of the high-tech Silicon Plains."
(Note: Canterbury, as the leading technology centre in New Zealand, has aspirations
to become the "Silicon Valley" of the country).
---------Does what you have read here stimulate any thoughts about how to connect the
university better to the community? Post them to the discussion board on this
subject (just click on “reply to this post” above and write in the empty boxes at the
end of the text. Please also take account of the remarks on how to do this at the top
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=148&CategoryID=2 (3 of 8)16/8/2006 2:01:26 AM
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After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

more]

of the page).
* The report is in The Christchurch Press, Saturday 12 February 2005, Pages D4 &
D5.
(Headings and numbering added by Hazel Ashton. Photo of Ken Strongman kindly
supplied by Canterbury University Communications and Development Service Centre)
1. University and community

Reply to this post

Posted by long time observer on Monday, 04 Apr 2005 at 2:01 pm (This person is
unfamiliar with the study)
As a local resident with connections (going back to 1968) with canterbury University
I KNOW it needs to pay attention to/acknowledge and work with its local community
(it pays lip service to this in the Charter) as it is an integral part of same and is
supposed to serve same (and in the Charter speaks of being the social conscience for
society) ! and has a moral obligation to 'keep faith'!
Also I noted Peter Jackson's excerpted comments - that department is falready
funded considerably (a research Chair) and other donations/grants for study etc., by
the personal generosity of Angus Tait (Founder and Chair of Tait Electronics) and its
graduates are welcomed into very lucrative positions there at Tait.
As for Ken Strongman saying he would like to see more women/Maori in positions --that has been the aim of many of us for decades, but it is not occurring.
Maori Studies/Gender Studies and Peace Studies were introduced after a group of
women and indigenous persons networked in the 1970s to make it happen!

Post a reply to "Banishing ivory-towers and taking the
university to the community" - new university colleges &
pro-vice-chancellors
Subject
Re:
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=148&CategoryID=2 (4 of 8)16/8/2006 2:01:26 AM

:: Downloads

Ross_Himona.pdf (30.5 KB)

\\\\
Himona_Bamako_speech.pdf (35.9 KB)

Ross Himona's Bamako speech

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

Name/Nickname (optional)
Text of your topic

Are you familiar with this study?
I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
Image
Upload image for this post:
Submit Reply

Browse...

Cancel

http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=148&CategoryID=2 (5 of 8)16/8/2006 2:01:26 AM

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

At Canterbury University four pro-vice-chancellors have been appointed to head new
colleges (Arts, Business and Economics, Engineering, and Science), and a new head
has been appointed for the School of Law.
All of the new appointees want to prioritise the building of community-university
relationships, which relates well to the theme of my thesis.
I appreciate there will be many views on how, or even whether, major changes
should be made to university life. However, I think most would agree with all of the
pro-vice-chancellors that there is a “need to banish the ivory towers and bring the
university to the wider community.” Of course, the real challenge is to bring it about.
This is something that all my work so far confirms will be no easy task.
I would be especially interested in any suggestions that might be helpful in this
direction. Please post them to the discussion board on this subject (just click on
“reply to this post” above and write in the empty boxes at the end of the text).
What follows is taken from "Transforming the ivory towers," a report on interviews
done with the new heads by Christchurch Press reporter Amanda Warren, *
-------All agree about community engagement:
One point all agree on is the need to banish the ivory towers and bring the university
to the wider community. All five have visions of engaging Cantabrians and making
the institution more approachable.
College of Arts head, Professor Ken Strongman, says he hates the ivory-tower
image.
“Universities are put there by society, paid by society, and, in my view, it's better
they are integrated with society.”
The new appointees say:
1. Ken Strongman, Arts
(Photograph above)
Strongman wants Canterbury's humanities, social sciences, and visual and
performing arts to become “known in the world.”
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=148&CategoryID=2 (6 of 8)16/8/2006 2:01:26 AM
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He says he hates the ivory tower image and wants Cantabrians to embrace their
university and realize its importance.
He wants to start by pulling the multi-disciplinary arts college into a cohesive unit
which can express its desires and make them realities. He's not kidding when he
says the best part of the job is its "complexity."
“Ask 10 Cantabrians what the university does, and you will get 10 different
answers,” Strongman says.
To some it's a remote place; to some it's a place to send their children which will
lead to a job. Others, and I think there would be relatively few, might see it as a
pale of genuine learning and might be pleased society can afford to have such a
place.
He is also in charge of maintaining equity and diversity in the university. Amanda
Warren here reports on how he indicates the need for many more female
appointments to professorships to establish a balance at Canterbury University, and
then says how he also "wants to encourage more Maori and Pacific staff and students
to join the university and wants the university to be more relevant to the
community."
2. Nigel Healey: Business and Economics
The saying "it's not what you know, it's who you know" is more relevant in the
university sector than ever before, says Pro-Vice-Chancellor Professor Nigel Healey.
The man in charge of the university's College of Business and economics raves about
the benefits of good networking and developing connections in an increasingly
international sector.
3. Scott Davidson: School of Law
He describes the university as "a bit of a curious beast," in the way staff are
cloistered away in a suburban campus, but must also spend a lot of time building
relationships and working on projects for the community. What I would wish is for
the wider community to see the university as a resource where they can come if they
need knowledge about a certain subject.
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=148&CategoryID=2 (7 of 8)16/8/2006 2:01:26 AM
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4. Peter Jackson: Engineering
As head of Canterbury's engineering and computer-science departments, Jackson is
determined to see them become "the powerhouse of the high-tech Silicon Plains."
(Note: Canterbury, as the leading technology centre in New Zealand, has aspirations
to become the "Silicon Valley" of the country).
---------Does what you have read here stimulate any thoughts about how to connect the
university better to the community? Post them to the discussion board on this
subject (just click on “reply to this post” above and write in the empty boxes at the
end of the text. Please also take account of the remarks on how to do this at the top
of the page).
* The report is in The Christchurch Press, Saturday 12 February 2005, Pages D4 &
D5.
(Headings and numbering added by Hazel Ashton. Photo of Ken Strongman kindly
supplied by Canterbury University Communications and Development Service Centre)
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Discussion Board » Like to add to "The Silent Connectors" Research Session(s)?
ORIGINAL POST: Thank you

Reply to this post

Posted by Hazel on Friday, 12 Aug 2005 at 3:39 pm (This person has seen the video)
The Silent Connector research has come to an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU to all participants. I feel sure that I will
have excellent material to build into an Act 2.
THANK YOU to the many people who assisted with organizing groups, providing
venues, and audiovisual equipment, especially to those who assisted with the
technology.
THANKS also to Margreet Stronks and John Gallagher who worked with me on
designing and implementing this research process. The process demanded
collaboration and teamwork, and together we were able to recognize and creatively
work through difficulties as they arose. I wish to thank them so much for their
continued support, especially through the difficult bits.
The responses from the research sessions will be processed independently and will
be posted on the Village web in early September. As before, the identity of
individuals and groups will remain anonymous.
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=191 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:01:35 AM

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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I do look forward to reading the responses and the transcripts of the conversations
once they are complied and then using them to build material for Act 2.
I will continue Village-connection's related articles and comments and welcome
information and feedback.

Post a reply to Thank you
Subject
Re: Thank you
Name/Nickname (optional)
Text of your topic

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Are you familiar with this study?
I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things

http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=191 (2 of 4)16/8/2006 2:01:35 AM

05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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The Silent Connector research has come to an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU to all participants. I feel sure that I will
have excellent material to build into an Act 2.
THANK YOU to the many people who assisted with organizing groups, providing
venues, and audiovisual equipment, especially to those who assisted with the
technology.
THANKS also to Margreet Stronks and John Gallagher who worked with me on
designing and implementing this research process. The process demanded
collaboration and teamwork, and together we were able to recognize and creatively
work through difficulties as they arose. I wish to thank them so much for their
continued support, especially through the difficult bits.
The responses from the research sessions will be processed independently and will
be posted on the Village web in early September. As before, the identity of
individuals and groups will remain anonymous.
I do look forward to reading the responses and the transcripts of the conversations
once they are complied and then using them to build material for Act 2.
I will continue Village-connection's related articles and comments and welcome
information and feedback.

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=191 (3 of 4)16/8/2006 2:01:35 AM

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

more]

:: Downloads
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Ross Himona's Bamako speech
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Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&CategoryID=5 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:01:41 AM
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am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Discussion Board » Like to add to "The Silent Connectors" Research Session(s)?
ORIGINAL POST: "Silent Connectors" in an increasingly disconnected
society?

Reply to this post

Posted by Hazel Ashton on Sunday, 13 Feb 2005 at 12:29 pm (This person has seen
the video)
Here in New Zealand I think it is increasingly more difficult for people from diverse
socio-economic and cultural/ethnic backgrounds to meaningfully connect. I would be
interested to hear what you think (from wherever in the world you are).

Post a reply to "Silent Connectors" in an increasingly
disconnected society?
Subject
Re:

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Name/Nickname (optional)
Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=137&CategoryID=5 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:01:47 AM
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Text of your topic

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Are you familiar with this study?

Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
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Upload image for this post:

Browse...

Submit Reply
Cancel
Here in New Zealand I think it is increasingly more difficult for people from diverse
socio-economic and cultural/ethnic backgrounds to meaningfully connect. I would be
interested to hear what you think (from wherever in the world you are).

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Discussion Board » Like to add to "The Silent Connectors" Research Session(s)?
ORIGINAL POST: participation

Reply to this post

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Posted by hobbit on Sunday, 07 Aug 2005 at 12:17 pm (This person has seen the
video)

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

Im enjoying the seminars and finding them informative. i have a little query: I'm
interested in why participants in the group seminars are motivated to devide into sub
groups rather than into a single collective?

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

1. Re: participation

Reply to this post

Posted by Hazel on Tuesday, 09 Aug 2005 at 10:32 am (This person has seen the
video)
Dear Hobbit,
Thanks for your question. You asked, "Why participants … are motivated to divide
into sub groups rather than into a single collective?" I'll give you my response to
what I understand to be your question, but feel free to come back if this is not what
you mean. Also, if anyone else also wishes to respond, please do…
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=188 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:01:55 AM

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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The aim of the research is full participation and we wanted to make it as safe and
comfortable as possible for participants to do this. The research was designed to
begin with the awareness and knowledge of the individual participants and build to a
shared group understanding (which does not also have to mean group agreement).
We are aware some feel comfortable with individual and small group work, while
others are more comfortable with larger group discussion. We tried to accommodate
these preferences.
In both sessions (stages one and two), the first questions were individual written
responses that were anonymous. The purpose of this was so that participants would
be able to respond immediately and authentically and know that their responses
would be recorded and taken seriously.
Responses from stage one (February and March) have been posted, retaining
anonymity, on this website and responses from stage one and stage two (July and
August), again retaining anonymity of individuals and groups, will be posted early
September.
The second step was working in pairs. Participants asked specific questions of their
partners and listened to their responses. The purpose of this was to introduce some
reflection - where people could share and get a clearer sense of their own point of
view, and be aware also that there could also be other viewpoints. We had lots of
feedback from people who were very surprised that others could see the same
situation so differently than the way they themselves were seeing it.
The process was designed to enable individuals to clarify what they felt and thought,
and confident about expressing this to others.
The third step was more small group work, (in stage one with paper and stage 2
discussion around a "café table").
In most sessions we concluded by bringing together the total group for some wider
discussion.

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]

Post a reply to participation
Subject
Re: participation
Name/Nickname (optional)

After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran

Text of your topic

24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

Are you familiar with this study?

24/08/05 12:01:18

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
Image
Upload image for this post:
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Cancel
Im enjoying the seminars and finding them informative. i have a little query: I'm
interested in why participants in the group seminars are motivated to devide into sub
groups rather than into a single collective?
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=188 (3 of 4)16/8/2006 2:01:55 AM

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Ross Himona's Bamako speech
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Discussion Board » Latest News & Comment
ORIGINAL POST: Sociology Seminar: Building New University-Community
Connections

Reply to this post

Posted by Hazel on Sunday, 05 Mar 2006 at 2:48 pm
All are welcome to attend this sociology seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this message at any time.
Seminar on:
Building new University-Community Connections with Film and Web Technologies.
Room 252, Level 2, Link Block, Psychology, Sociology and Anthropology, University
of Canterbury
Friday March 10, 2006
10.00-11.30am

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Abstract
Can accessible film and web technologies be adapted for new more participatory
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=232 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:02:05 AM

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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ways of constructing local communities and connecting them with the university?
Could some new forms of inter- or cross- disciplinary cooperation support this to
good effect? A new participatory research methodology, and the social and creative
arts theory in which it is embedded will be explained, and its effectiveness as a tool
for university-community connectivity explored. Film excerpts will be shown in the
presentation.
Biography
Hazel Ashton is a PhD candidate. She has worked on participatory community ICT
and creative arts projects. While at university, she has sought out theories and
theorists that could be useful in understanding what is happening in the everyday
lives of people in their communities, and how they might identify and realise their
possibilities.

Post a reply to Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
Subject
Re: Sociology Seminar: Building New University-Community Connections

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Name/Nickname (optional)

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Text of your topic

05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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Are you familiar with this study?

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
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Browse...
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All are welcome to attend this sociology seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this message at any time.
Seminar on:
Building new University-Community Connections with Film and Web Technologies.
Room 252, Level 2, Link Block, Psychology, Sociology and Anthropology, University
of Canterbury
Friday March 10, 2006
10.00-11.30am
Abstract
Can accessible film and web technologies be adapted for new more participatory
ways of constructing local communities and connecting them with the university?
Could some new forms of inter- or cross- disciplinary cooperation support this to
good effect? A new participatory research methodology, and the social and creative
arts theory in which it is embedded will be explained, and its effectiveness as a tool
for university-community connectivity explored. Film excerpts will be shown in the
presentation.
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After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Biography
Hazel Ashton is a PhD candidate. She has worked on participatory community ICT
and creative arts projects. While at university, she has sought out theories and
theorists that could be useful in understanding what is happening in the everyday
lives of people in their communities, and how they might identify and realise their
possibilities.
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Discussion Board » Latest News & Comment
ORIGINAL POST: Sociology Conference 2005

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Reply to this post

Posted on Tuesday, 04 Oct 2005 at 9:29 pm
SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-1004
Theme: Promoting Social Critique
Sociology has as a core competence the analysis and critique of social institutions
and processes, both through theory and research. Does our work engage with the
policies and practices that are current today? Does our teaching, research and
publishing, in one or more specific areas, challenge, improve or change the way
society operates? What is the balance between a comfortable lifestyle and pushing
critique to create better or fairer communities?
Keynote Speaker: Professor Marilyn Taylor
Urban Governance and Regeneration
http://www.built-environment.uwe.ac.uk/staff/staffDetails.asp?StaffID=m3-taylor
Venue: Eastern Institute of Technology
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Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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Taradale, Hawke's Bay, New Zealand
http://www.eit.ac.nz/events/sociology_conference_2005.aspx

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Post a reply to Sociology Conference 2005
Subject
Re: Sociology Conference 2005
Name/Nickname (optional)

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Text of your topic

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]
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done these things
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After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

http://www.eit.ac.nz/events/sociology_conference_2005.aspx
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=209 (3 of 4)16/8/2006 2:02:12 AM

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

more]

:: Downloads

Ross_Himona.pdf (30.5 KB)

\\\\
Himona_Bamako_speech.pdf (35.9 KB)

Ross Himona's Bamako speech
Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design

http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=209 (4 of 4)16/8/2006 2:02:12 AM

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

Search the site

GO

Home | The Silent Connectors | Research | Discussion Board | People Involved | About the thesis

Village Discussion
Discussion Board » Latest News & Comment
ORIGINAL POST: A story about a boy who wanted to fly like a
bird!

Reply to this post
Posted on Wednesday, 24 Aug 2005 at 12:01 pm
A story about a boy who wanted to fly like a bird

Once upon a time, a few months ago, I visited family. They live about six hours
driving- time away.

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

A day before I was due to return to my home in Christchurch, Rebecca, my
daughter, asked me to make sure I let her son Hapati know in plenty of time that I
was leaving, because she didn't want him upset and distraught like he was the last
time I left.

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]

Every now and again I thought about telling Hapati I would be leaving soon, but the
moments never seemed quite right. How to tell a three year old I am leaving,
without causing undue distress? This question was starting to distress me!

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

As it happened, the problem resolved itself. Hapati and I had been drawing on a
shared imaginary world and Hapati had been talking about wanting to be like a bird
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=198 (1 of 7)16/8/2006 2:02:25 AM

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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and fly away. So, when I told him I would be leaving soon, he responded by saying
he would fly down to see me in Christchurch. I told him to land on the tree outside
my bedroom window so I could open the window and let him in.

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

I left with a warm feeling and when I got back to Christchurch I often felt as if Hapati
was close by. Such was my good feeling that I told my artist mother of the
arrangement and asked if she could do a picture of Hapati landing in the tree outside
my window.

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

She did

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]

I then had a copy made of it and sent the copy to Hapati. Pleased with my efforts, I
waited with anticipation to hear back.

Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Another daughter, Tasha, happened to be visiting from Australia, and she phoned
and reported they got the picture and liked it and Rebecca had hung it on the wall by
Hapati's bed. A few days later I happened to be talking to Rebecca and asked if
Hapati liked the picture. She replied yes, but that he had wanted a bird-face.
I then recalled how, when I talked with Hapati about flying, he described how he
would fly with wings and the bird face and how I had replied "No! You don't want a
bird face - you don't want to cover your beautiful face." He had been insistent. He
had wanted a bird face.
After I hung up the phone and realised how I had totally ignored Hapati's wishes, I
felt awful. Here I was, trying to develop the kind of research that would address
communication and mis-communication and therefore deepen understanding, and I
couldn't even accept that he wanted a bird-face.
I thought about why I hadn't wanted to hear Hapati's request. It wasn't that I really
had any issues about feathers covering his "beautiful face," because I'm fine about
masks and face paint. Nor was it about me wanting my own way, or exerting power,
though of course, that was the manifestation.
I realised the issue was one of fear. I wanted Hapati to keep his human form. He
could have wings - like an angel or cupid, but I did not want him to look like he was
a bird or that he had been turned into a bird. In stories I had grown up with, children
could ride on the backs of big birds or, like Peter Pan, develop wings and fly. If, on
the other hand, children became like animals, it was always because of a curse or
witch's spell. I didn't want Hapati to be turned into a bird and not come back to his
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=198 (2 of 7)16/8/2006 2:02:25 AM
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human form ...
Did I - a grown adult - really think that when I ignored a three-year old's wish for a
bird face? Well, yes, it was my first response. But when I reflected on it, I came to
see how much my initial response was culturally conditioned. I hadn't thought to
question it. I realised afterwards that Hapati had not been conditioned into thinking a
bird, a lesser form of life. I appreciated also that other cultures and people from
other backgrounds will have different stories and therefore different responses to
images of birds and ideas of flight.
I wouldn't have been aware of my own prejudice, had Rebecca not told me of
Hapati's response.
I asked my mother if she could do another picture, this time with the bird face.
She did.

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]

In his poem, The Holiness of Minute Particulars, William Blake writes:
Labour well the minute particulars
Attend to the little ones...
S/He who would do good to another
Must do it in minute particulars
General good is the plea of the
Scoundrel, hypocrite and flatterer.
For art and science cannot exist
But in minutely organised particulars.
I would add - yes, but in order to see the importance of "the minute particulars" and
"attend to the little ones," some of us need honest feedback, and time for a little
reflection.
My research seeks to create spaces where people feel they can express what they
truly feel and think. For myself, I do appreciate it when this happens, especially, as
with Hapati wanting to fly like a bird, I am reminded of my own cultural prejudgments or prejudices.
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like a bird
Once upon a time, a few months ago, I visited family. They live about six hours
driving- time away.
A day before I was due to return to my home in Christchurch, Rebecca, my
daughter, asked me to make sure I let her son Hapati know in plenty of time that I
was leaving, because she didn't want him upset and distraught like he was the last
time I left.
Every now and again I thought about telling Hapati I would be leaving soon, but the
moments never seemed quite right. How to tell a three year old I am leaving,
without causing undue distress? This question was starting to distress me!
As it happened, the problem resolved itself. Hapati and I had been drawing on a
shared imaginary world and Hapati had been talking about wanting to be like a bird
and fly away. So, when I told him I would be leaving soon, he responded by saying
he would fly down to see me in Christchurch. I told him to land on the tree outside
my bedroom window so I could open the window and let him in.
I left with a warm feeling and when I got back to Christchurch I often felt as if Hapati
was close by. Such was my good feeling that I told my artist mother of the
arrangement and asked if she could do a picture of Hapati landing in the tree outside
my window.
She did
I then had a copy made of it and sent the copy to Hapati. Pleased with my efforts, I
waited with anticipation to hear back.
Another daughter, Tasha, happened to be visiting from Australia, and she phoned
and reported they got the picture and liked it and Rebecca had hung it on the wall by
Hapati's bed. A few days later I happened to be talking to Rebecca and asked if
Hapati liked the picture. She replied yes, but that he had wanted a bird-face.
I then recalled how, when I talked with Hapati about flying, he described how he
would fly with wings and the bird face and how I had replied "No! You don't want a
bird face - you don't want to cover your beautiful face." He had been insistent. He
had wanted a bird face.
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After I hung up the phone and realised how I had totally ignored Hapati's wishes, I
felt awful. Here I was, trying to develop the kind of research that would address
communication and mis-communication and therefore deepen understanding, and I
couldn't even accept that he wanted a bird-face.
I thought about why I hadn't wanted to hear Hapati's request. It wasn't that I really
had any issues about feathers covering his "beautiful face," because I'm fine about
masks and face paint. Nor was it about me wanting my own way, or exerting power,
though of course, that was the manifestation.
I realised the issue was one of fear. I wanted Hapati to keep his human form. He
could have wings - like an angel or cupid, but I did not want him to look like he was
a bird or that he had been turned into a bird. In stories I had grown up with, children
could ride on the backs of big birds or, like Peter Pan, develop wings and fly. If, on
the other hand, children became like animals, it was always because of a curse or
witch's spell. I didn't want Hapati to be turned into a bird and not come back to his
human form ...
Did I - a grown adult - really think that when I ignored a three-year old's wish for a
bird face? Well, yes, it was my first response. But when I reflected on it, I came to
see how much my initial response was culturally conditioned. I hadn't thought to
question it. I realised afterwards that Hapati had not been conditioned into thinking a
bird, a lesser form of life. I appreciated also that other cultures and people from
other backgrounds will have different stories and therefore different responses to
images of birds and ideas of flight.
I wouldn't have been aware of my own prejudice, had Rebecca not told me of
Hapati's response.
I asked my mother if she could do another picture, this time with the bird face.
She did.
In his poem, The Holiness of Minute Particulars, William Blake writes:
Labour well the minute particulars
Attend to the little ones...
S/He who would do good to another
Must do it in minute particulars
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General good is the plea of the
Scoundrel, hypocrite and flatterer.
For art and science cannot exist
But in minutely organised particulars.
I would add - yes, but in order to see the importance of "the minute particulars" and
"attend to the little ones," some of us need honest feedback, and time for a little
reflection.
My research seeks to create spaces where people feel they can express what they
truly feel and think. For myself, I do appreciate it when this happens, especially, as
with Hapati wanting to fly like a bird, I am reminded of my own cultural prejudgments or prejudices.
Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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Reply to this post

Posted by Ross Himona on Wednesday, 25 May 2005 at 12:02 pm
This paper was presented to a UNESCO WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The issue I have been leading to is this: the
technology should be designed to deliver content to ordinary people in the form that
ordinary people prefer, and the form of that content should not be driven by those
whose main focus is on the written word - That means broadband.
The above is an excerpt. The paper is copied below, and can be downloaded in pdf
form in side bar of this page and from
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
UNESCO WSIS Thematic Meeting
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and Participation of All in Cyberspace
Bamako, Mali, Africa
6th - 7th May 2005
http://www.unesco.org/wsis/meetings/multilingualism
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Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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Theme 2 – Global Experiences in Building a Multilingual Environment
Session 4 – Local Content Development
Saturday 7th May 2005; 9.00am to 10.30am
“Fostering the Creation of Local & Indigenous Content”
by Ross Nepia Himona
(Aotearoa New Zealand)
Introduction
I am the founder, the kaumatua (elder), and a life member of Te Whanau Ipurangi
(The New Zealand Maori Internet Society). I am also a member of the Aotearoa
Maori Internet Organisation. Our members have been at the forefront of pioneering
and developing local indigenous Maori content in Cyberspace for the last nine or ten
years.
http://www.nzmis.org.nz
http://www.amio.maori.nz
Aotearoa New Zealand is a small country of about 3.8 million people in the South
West Pacific. The indigenous Maori people comprise about 15% of the population.
Other Polynesians and Pacific peoples comprise a further 7%. We are a relatively
well developed country although the indigenous people are still disadvantaged
compared to the general population. However, compared to most of the developing
world we are very well off.
Aotearoa New Zealand was colonised at about the same time as West Africa. For a
great many years our language, Te Reo Maori, was neglected by officialdom, and
even suppressed in the schools. But over the last 30 years we have mounted a
successful activist campaign to gain status for our language. Te Reo Maori, with
English, is now an official language with its own government funded Maori Language
Commission. Te Reo Maori is now taught in the schools and universities, and we
even have our own government funded system of Maori language pre-schools and
primary schools. Government also funds our network of tribal radio stations, and our
newly established Maori Television Service.
We have a mature and very well developed telecommunications network (there are
2.5 million cellular phone connections). Aotearoa New Zealand has one of the
highest rates of Internet access in the world. Most of the country is able to access by
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am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
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Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]
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dialup, and within the next two to three years most should have access to
broadband, although the cost of broadband remains prohibitive.
http://www.med.govt.nz/pbt/telecom/benchmarking/2004/2004-11.html
At the beginning of 1995 I was virtually the only Maori person in Cyberspace. In the
short time since then, just ten years, Maori access to the Internet has exploded.
72% of Maori now have access, an increase of 11% in the last year. We are not very
far behind the overall figure for internet access in Aotearoa New Zealand (78%, up
10% in the last year).
Our indigenous Maori experience in Cyberspace may contain lessons for others.
What Content do Indigenous Maori People Access?
Just over two years ago, at the WSIS Asia Pacific Regional Pre-Conference in Tokyo
Japan, I said that we should acknowledge that the main use of this technology will
be for entertainment, and that it should be called IC&ET, not ICT. I said then that I
thought the people wanted access to entertainment; to music, to movies, and to
sport.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
Just two years further on that prediction has been proven correct. The latest Internet
usage survey shows that the most popular content for Maori people is music, online
games, radio and television, and movies; in that order. Text based content comes
last.
Music
The survey shows that first choice for Maori people is to access music. Given the
pervasiveness of the global western culture most of that music is from the global
popular culture. A small amount of Maori music is available on the Net and it is
readily downloaded when available.
http://www.maorimusic.com/catalog/default.php
Games
Next in popularity are collective and individual online games. At the moment none of
that content is in Te Reo Maori, the Maori language.
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Television and Radio
Television and radio are close behind. This is a mixture of streamed broadcasts and
archived audio/visual and audio clips.
For the last fourteen months we have had a Government funded Maori Television
Service, set up after years of Maori activism and negotiation to protect and promote
Te Reo Maori. Sadly the funding is not yet sufficient to allow the only Maori language
TV station to stream over the Internet.
http://www.maoritelevision.com
The government owned public television broadcaster, Television New Zealand, has a
15 minute Maori language news programme called Te Karere (The Herald), which is
archived online. It is becoming more popular as more Maori people get broadband
access.
http://xtra.co.nz/streaming/0,,11437,00.html
We have a network of tribal Maori radio stations, also funded by Government to
protect and promote Te Reo Maori. Most of those stations broadcast in both English
and Te Reo Maori and are streamed over the Internet (with Government funding).
http://www.irirangi.net .
Two of them, Radio Waatea and Ruia Mai, are mainly Te Reo Maori stations.
http://www.waatea603am.co.nz
http://www.ruiamai.co.nz
Movies
Next most popular are downloaded movies. Although we do have a very small Maori
film industry almost all of this downloaded content is the Hollywood version.
Textual Content
Textual content comes last in popularity behind the rest, and most of that popular
content is in the English language.
There are a few bilingual websites, or websites with bilingual content, and these too
are mostly government funded. Given that they are mostly textual and mostly about
government matters they are not very popular.
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http://www.tpk.govt.nz/default.asp
http://www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz
One of them however is the Ministry of Education’s main online resource repository
and it is very popular with schools and other educational bodies. It rates highly with
Maori for that reason.
http://www.tki.org.nz
There are also a growing number of tribal websites with varying amounts of bilingual
content. These are all self funded.
http://webdirectory.natlib.govt.nz/dir/en/nz/maori/maori-iwi

The Issues
The Cost of Bilingual or Multilingual Content
We are finding that the cost of producing bilingual content is prohibitive, without
government or corporate assistance.
In the early days we enthusiastically wrote our own code, developed our own
graphics, and maintained our own websites. It was all relatively simple then. But
since then the technology has become more sophisticated, enabling of course more
sophisticated presentation of content. The result is good business for website
development companies, but there are fewer amateur webmasters.
In my own technology company we are presently scoping a major bilingual project to
build a large online database of cultural and linguistic content in audio, audio/visual
and textual formats. However it will eventually cost us at least a million NZ dollars
and we will have to charge subscription fees to recoup our investment, unless we
can attract government and corporate sponsorship. The project is at least two years
away from being launched.
Spoken Cultures / Spoken Content
Maori people have shown us that they want access to the spoken language, to
music, and to the visual presentation of content.
While a primary and necessary mission of UNESCO is to foster literacy throughout
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=179 (5 of 16)16/8/2006 2:02:45 AM
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the world, we need to acknowledge that most cultures are not literate cultures, even
after their peoples become literate. For most of us the written word is a valuable
adjunct to our lives, not central to it.
Most of our cultures are carried in storytelling, music, song and dance. Music is just
as important as language, and the primary form of language is the spoken language.
That is so in my Maori culture, and I understand it is so throughout Africa.
Maori people have shown that the content they want is that which is only accessible
via broadband. That message is loud and clear.
Broadband Technology for All
Telecommunications companies in many developed countries tend to be focused on
their existing terrestrial copper wire infrastructure to deliver broadband solutions
(ADSL), not because it is the best solution but because it is already there, because
there has been a huge investment in copper wire over the last 75 to 100 years, and
because that is what their engineers know.
For the rest of the world including Oceania and Africa I would think that satellite and
radio are the best investment options to reach the most people. Satellite also offers
the opportunity to build transnational networks and ISPs, thus spreading and
reducing the capital cost to poorer nations such as the island nations of the Pacific
and the nations of Africa, although for various reasons it remains prohibitively
expensive.
We need now to plan ahead to allow people to interact with the technology in ways
they prefer. Given that globally most people prefer the spoken word to the written,
we should be developing technologies to enable that spoken interactivity in
Cyberspace; such as voice recognition and voice translation perhaps.
That will present a real challenge to multilingualism in Cyberspace. The stuff of
science fiction; but science fiction does have a habit of becoming reality. Until very
recently Cyberspace itself was pure science fiction.
The Cost of Bandwidth
In Oceania, Africa and elsewhere I know that the cost of a simple dialup internet
access is beyond the means of most people, and the cost of broadband is
astronomical.
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=179 (6 of 16)16/8/2006 2:02:45 AM
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So something must be done to remove the inequalities and inequities of access and
cost between the developed and developing nations, and between the rich and the
poor. And something must be done to remove the vested interests and inefficiencies
that conspire to keep the cost out of reach of most people. I would think that should
properly be a major consideration at the UN World Summit on the Information
Society in Tunis this coming November.
For I think I have shown that broadband is essential, now not later.
Technology Should Follow Content
The issue I have been leading to is this: the technology should be designed to deliver
content to ordinary people in the form that ordinary people prefer, and the form of
that content should not be driven by those whose main focus is on the written word.
That means broadband.
Summary
I can summarise my proposition in four questions:
1. What content do people really want?
2. What are the implications for multilingualism?
3. What is the appropriate technology to deliver that content, monolingual and
multilingual?
4. How will that technology reach the people?
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek4.html
Biography: Ross Nepia Himona
rhimona@maorinews.com
http://maaori.com/rhimona
Ross’ first 20-year career was as an officer in Ngati Tumatauenga (The Zealand
Army). Since 1982 he has been involved in Maori tribal and community
development. He owns and manages his own management services and technology
companies.
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Ross is acknowledged as a pioneer in the adoption of communications technology by
Maori. He has served on the Communications Sub-Commission of the New Zealand
National Commission of UNESCO, and has advised and worked alongside numerous
New Zealand Government agencies on ICT policy and implementation.
He spoke on “Fostering the Creation of Local Contents” at the WSIS Asia Pacific PreConference in Tokyo 13th – 15th January 2003.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
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This paper was presented to a UNESCO WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The issue I have been leading to is this: the
technology should be designed to deliver content to ordinary people in the form that
ordinary people prefer, and the form of that content should not be driven by those
whose main focus is on the written word - That means broadband.
The above is an excerpt. The paper is copied below, and can be downloaded in pdf
form in side bar of this page and from
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
UNESCO WSIS Thematic Meeting
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and Participation of All in Cyberspace
Bamako, Mali, Africa
6th - 7th May 2005
http://www.unesco.org/wsis/meetings/multilingualism
Theme 2 – Global Experiences in Building a Multilingual Environment
Session 4 – Local Content Development
Saturday 7th May 2005; 9.00am to 10.30am
“Fostering the Creation of Local & Indigenous Content”
by Ross Nepia Himona
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(Aotearoa New Zealand)
Introduction
I am the founder, the kaumatua (elder), and a life member of Te Whanau Ipurangi
(The New Zealand Maori Internet Society). I am also a member of the Aotearoa
Maori Internet Organisation. Our members have been at the forefront of pioneering
and developing local indigenous Maori content in Cyberspace for the last nine or ten
years.
http://www.nzmis.org.nz
http://www.amio.maori.nz
Aotearoa New Zealand is a small country of about 3.8 million people in the South
West Pacific. The indigenous Maori people comprise about 15% of the population.
Other Polynesians and Pacific peoples comprise a further 7%. We are a relatively
well developed country although the indigenous people are still disadvantaged
compared to the general population. However, compared to most of the developing
world we are very well off.
Aotearoa New Zealand was colonised at about the same time as West Africa. For a
great many years our language, Te Reo Maori, was neglected by officialdom, and
even suppressed in the schools. But over the last 30 years we have mounted a
successful activist campaign to gain status for our language. Te Reo Maori, with
English, is now an official language with its own government funded Maori Language
Commission. Te Reo Maori is now taught in the schools and universities, and we
even have our own government funded system of Maori language pre-schools and
primary schools. Government also funds our network of tribal radio stations, and our
newly established Maori Television Service.
We have a mature and very well developed telecommunications network (there are
2.5 million cellular phone connections). Aotearoa New Zealand has one of the
highest rates of Internet access in the world. Most of the country is able to access by
dialup, and within the next two to three years most should have access to
broadband, although the cost of broadband remains prohibitive.
http://www.med.govt.nz/pbt/telecom/benchmarking/2004/2004-11.html
At the beginning of 1995 I was virtually the only Maori person in Cyberspace. In the
short time since then, just ten years, Maori access to the Internet has exploded.
72% of Maori now have access, an increase of 11% in the last year. We are not very
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=179 (10 of 16)16/8/2006 2:02:45 AM
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far behind the overall figure for internet access in Aotearoa New Zealand (78%, up
10% in the last year).
Our indigenous Maori experience in Cyberspace may contain lessons for others.
What Content do Indigenous Maori People Access?
Just over two years ago, at the WSIS Asia Pacific Regional Pre-Conference in Tokyo
Japan, I said that we should acknowledge that the main use of this technology will
be for entertainment, and that it should be called IC&ET, not ICT. I said then that I
thought the people wanted access to entertainment; to music, to movies, and to
sport.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
Just two years further on that prediction has been proven correct. The latest Internet
usage survey shows that the most popular content for Maori people is music, online
games, radio and television, and movies; in that order. Text based content comes
last.
Music
The survey shows that first choice for Maori people is to access music. Given the
pervasiveness of the global western culture most of that music is from the global
popular culture. A small amount of Maori music is available on the Net and it is
readily downloaded when available.
http://www.maorimusic.com/catalog/default.php
Games
Next in popularity are collective and individual online games. At the moment none of
that content is in Te Reo Maori, the Maori language.
Television and Radio
Television and radio are close behind. This is a mixture of streamed broadcasts and
archived audio/visual and audio clips.
For the last fourteen months we have had a Government funded Maori Television
Service, set up after years of Maori activism and negotiation to protect and promote
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=179 (11 of 16)16/8/2006 2:02:45 AM
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Te Reo Maori. Sadly the funding is not yet sufficient to allow the only Maori language
TV station to stream over the Internet.
http://www.maoritelevision.com
The government owned public television broadcaster, Television New Zealand, has a
15 minute Maori language news programme called Te Karere (The Herald), which is
archived online. It is becoming more popular as more Maori people get broadband
access.
http://xtra.co.nz/streaming/0,,11437,00.html
We have a network of tribal Maori radio stations, also funded by Government to
protect and promote Te Reo Maori. Most of those stations broadcast in both English
and Te Reo Maori and are streamed over the Internet (with Government funding).
http://www.irirangi.net .
Two of them, Radio Waatea and Ruia Mai, are mainly Te Reo Maori stations.
http://www.waatea603am.co.nz
http://www.ruiamai.co.nz
Movies
Next most popular are downloaded movies. Although we do have a very small Maori
film industry almost all of this downloaded content is the Hollywood version.
Textual Content
Textual content comes last in popularity behind the rest, and most of that popular
content is in the English language.
There are a few bilingual websites, or websites with bilingual content, and these too
are mostly government funded. Given that they are mostly textual and mostly about
government matters they are not very popular.
http://www.tpk.govt.nz/default.asp
http://www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz
One of them however is the Ministry of Education’s main online resource repository
and it is very popular with schools and other educational bodies. It rates highly with
Maori for that reason.
http://www.tki.org.nz
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=179 (12 of 16)16/8/2006 2:02:45 AM
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There are also a growing number of tribal websites with varying amounts of bilingual
content. These are all self funded.
http://webdirectory.natlib.govt.nz/dir/en/nz/maori/maori-iwi

The Issues
The Cost of Bilingual or Multilingual Content
We are finding that the cost of producing bilingual content is prohibitive, without
government or corporate assistance.
In the early days we enthusiastically wrote our own code, developed our own
graphics, and maintained our own websites. It was all relatively simple then. But
since then the technology has become more sophisticated, enabling of course more
sophisticated presentation of content. The result is good business for website
development companies, but there are fewer amateur webmasters.
In my own technology company we are presently scoping a major bilingual project to
build a large online database of cultural and linguistic content in audio, audio/visual
and textual formats. However it will eventually cost us at least a million NZ dollars
and we will have to charge subscription fees to recoup our investment, unless we
can attract government and corporate sponsorship. The project is at least two years
away from being launched.
Spoken Cultures / Spoken Content
Maori people have shown us that they want access to the spoken language, to
music, and to the visual presentation of content.
While a primary and necessary mission of UNESCO is to foster literacy throughout
the world, we need to acknowledge that most cultures are not literate cultures, even
after their peoples become literate. For most of us the written word is a valuable
adjunct to our lives, not central to it.
Most of our cultures are carried in storytelling, music, song and dance. Music is just
as important as language, and the primary form of language is the spoken language.
That is so in my Maori culture, and I understand it is so throughout Africa.
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=179 (13 of 16)16/8/2006 2:02:45 AM
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Maori people have shown that the content they want is that which is only accessible
via broadband. That message is loud and clear.
Broadband Technology for All
Telecommunications companies in many developed countries tend to be focused on
their existing terrestrial copper wire infrastructure to deliver broadband solutions
(ADSL), not because it is the best solution but because it is already there, because
there has been a huge investment in copper wire over the last 75 to 100 years, and
because that is what their engineers know.
For the rest of the world including Oceania and Africa I would think that satellite and
radio are the best investment options to reach the most people. Satellite also offers
the opportunity to build transnational networks and ISPs, thus spreading and
reducing the capital cost to poorer nations such as the island nations of the Pacific
and the nations of Africa, although for various reasons it remains prohibitively
expensive.
We need now to plan ahead to allow people to interact with the technology in ways
they prefer. Given that globally most people prefer the spoken word to the written,
we should be developing technologies to enable that spoken interactivity in
Cyberspace; such as voice recognition and voice translation perhaps.
That will present a real challenge to multilingualism in Cyberspace. The stuff of
science fiction; but science fiction does have a habit of becoming reality. Until very
recently Cyberspace itself was pure science fiction.
The Cost of Bandwidth
In Oceania, Africa and elsewhere I know that the cost of a simple dialup internet
access is beyond the means of most people, and the cost of broadband is
astronomical.
So something must be done to remove the inequalities and inequities of access and
cost between the developed and developing nations, and between the rich and the
poor. And something must be done to remove the vested interests and inefficiencies
that conspire to keep the cost out of reach of most people. I would think that should
properly be a major consideration at the UN World Summit on the Information
Society in Tunis this coming November.
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=179 (14 of 16)16/8/2006 2:02:45 AM
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For I think I have shown that broadband is essential, now not later.
Technology Should Follow Content
The issue I have been leading to is this: the technology should be designed to deliver
content to ordinary people in the form that ordinary people prefer, and the form of
that content should not be driven by those whose main focus is on the written word.
That means broadband.
Summary
I can summarise my proposition in four questions:
1. What content do people really want?
2. What are the implications for multilingualism?
3. What is the appropriate technology to deliver that content, monolingual and
multilingual?
4. How will that technology reach the people?
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek4.html
Biography: Ross Nepia Himona
rhimona@maorinews.com
http://maaori.com/rhimona
Ross’ first 20-year career was as an officer in Ngati Tumatauenga (The Zealand
Army). Since 1982 he has been involved in Maori tribal and community
development. He owns and manages his own management services and technology
companies.
Ross is acknowledged as a pioneer in the adoption of communications technology by
Maori. He has served on the Communications Sub-Commission of the New Zealand
National Commission of UNESCO, and has advised and worked alongside numerous
New Zealand Government agencies on ICT policy and implementation.
He spoke on “Fostering the Creation of Local Contents” at the WSIS Asia Pacific PreConference in Tokyo 13th – 15th January 2003.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
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WSIS Asian Regional Pre-Conference
Tokyo, Japan
13th – 15th January 2003

“ Fostering the Creation of Local Contents”
by Ross N Himona
for the Round Table on Cultural Diversity in Knowledge Societies in Asia and the Pacific

13th January 2003; 10:30 – 12:15

Introduction
I am the founder and kaumatua/elder, and a life member, of the New Zealand Maori
Internet Society. Members of NZMIS have been at the forefront of pioneering and
developing local indigenous Maori content on the Internet for the last seven or eight
years.
My personal benchmark for “local” is the rural tribal village where I was born and raised,
before I left for the city and for greater opportunities. For decades I have commuted the
four hours to our village to remain involved, and to contribute my city found skills and
knowledge to our rural and village affairs. It brings me down to earth.
Whenever a new policy or a new technology is introduced I find it instructive to imagine
myself sitting in the sun with the tribal elders discussing the probable impact on our
village. In most cases, our village perspective is ignored by the policy makers, for they
are city people, in a far off capital, and often do not even know that we have a different
perspective. I am often at odds with policy makers.
I want to focus on three aspects of local content:
•
•
•

content by local people for local people,
content that local people want, and
how best to engage the people.

Content by Local People for Local People
The people want to see themselves in this new media, as they do in any other media.
They want to read, or preferably listen to, stories about themselves.
The people of my village, whether they live at home or like me, live out in the diaspora,
want access to the stories of our village and our tribe. Those who live away from home
want access to our whakapapa or remembered stories and genealogy, for that is the basis
of Maori culture. They want news about Maori people everywhere. We are finding that

those with broadband access really appreciate video news clips and interviews. And we
are discovering too that they want to learn the Maori language via the Internet. These
things are important to Maori. They want access to their own culture, and they want the
medium to reflect themselves.
And for them, like most others on the Internet, email is the killer application - the ability
to stay in touch with friends and family, across Aotearoa New Zealand and for many of
our families, across the world.
Content that Local People Want
However, an often ignored aspect of this new Information & Communication Technology
(ICT) is Entertainment. This medium is also about Entertainment. It should rightly be
called IC&ET.
Those of us at this conference are representative of an elite, and we tend to focus on the
things that are important to us and to that elite. We focus on information and knowledge,
on culture and education, on communication and on the technology itself.
But the people themselves mostly just want to be entertained. In addition to their own
Maori culture my people want access to the mass culture. They want access to music and
video games, movies and sport.
The adoption of the Music CD, VCR and digital TV technologies by poor people in my
country puts the lie to the concept of a digital divide in Aotearoa New Zealand. Poor
people adopted those quite expensive technologies regardless of their economic
circumstances, and they adopted and paid for access to those technologies in order to gain
access to Entertainment, i.e. to music, movies and sport. In the poorest areas of Aotearoa
New Zealand houses and shacks bristle with CD players, VCRs and digital TV dishes.
They don’t yet bristle with computers, for the simple reason that there is very little of
interest to local people on the Internet. There is no content that would excite their
interest. The so-called “digital divide” is as much a content and a cultural divide as
an economic divide.
The challenge is to compete with entertainment for the attention of the people.

What Does Excite the Interest of the “People”
They want to be engaged through the imagination rather than the intellect. Entertainment
does that.
Content that is important to politicians, bureaucrats, businesspeople and academics tends
to try to engage the intellect first, and it bores people, and does not engage them.

The rule should be to engage the imagination first and foremost, and only then to
engage the intellect.
So the proper people to be developing content for and with the people are poets and
storytellers, visual artists, and increasingly as bandwidth broadens, filmmakers. Whether
you are a politician or a bureaucrat, a business person or an academic, you should be
paying creative writers and artists to produce your content.
In fostering the production of local content, we should elevate the creative and
imaginative capacity of local communities to at least the same level as the intellectual.
We should bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.

The Creative Imperative
There are also sound economic reasons for that, for the fastest growing sector of the
global economy today is the creative sector.
Creativity is the new economic driver, and in my opinion the new society is the “creative
society”, not the “information society” or the “knowledge society”. And the most
important task for us today is to nurture the release of the creative potential of our people.
That can only be done at the local level, at the grassroots or flaxroots level where the
people are. It cannot be done globally or nationally.
And the most important role of the new technologies is to facilitate the release of that
creative potential.

Summary
•
•
•
•

People want local content that reflects their own culture and reflects themselves.
Entertainment is what the masses seek from all media, rather than information. We
have to compete with that.
Engage with the people through the imagination.
Bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.

UNESCO WSIS Thematic Meeting
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and Participation of All in Cyberspace
Bamako, Mali
6th - 7th May 2005
http://www.unesco.org/wsis/meetings/multilingualism
Theme 2 – Global Experiences in Building a Multilingual Environment
Session 4 – Local Content Development
Saturday 7th May 2005; 9.00am to 10.30am

“Fostering the Creation of Local & Indigenous Content”
by Ross Nepia Himona
(Aotearoa New Zealand)

Introduction
I am the founder, the kaumatua (elder), and a life member of Te Whanau Ipurangi (The
New Zealand Maori Internet Society). I am also a member of the Aotearoa Maori Internet
Organisation. Our members have been at the forefront of pioneering and developing local
indigenous Maori content in Cyberspace for the last nine or ten years.
http://www.nzmis.org.nz
http://www.amio.maori.nz
Aotearoa New Zealand is a small country of about 3.8 million people in the South West
Pacific. The indigenous Maori people comprise about 15% of the population. Other
Polynesians and Pacific peoples comprise a further 7%. We are a relatively well
developed country although the indigenous people are still disadvantaged compared to
the general population. However, compared to most of the developing world we are very
well off.
Aotearoa New Zealand was colonised at about the same time as West Africa. For a great
many years our language, Te Reo Maori, was neglected by officialdom, and even
suppressed in the schools. But over the last 30 years we have mounted a successful
activist campaign to gain status for our language. Te Reo Maori, with English, is now an
official language with its own government funded Maori Language Commission. Te Reo
Maori is now taught in the schools and universities, and we even have our own
government funded system of Maori language pre-schools and primary schools.
Government also funds our network of tribal radio stations, and our newly established
Maori Television Service.
We have a mature and very well developed telecommunications network (there are 2.5
million cellular phone connections). Aotearoa New Zealand has one of the highest rates
of Internet access in the world. Most of the country is able to access by dialup, and within
the next two to three years most should have access to broadband, although the cost of
broadband remains prohibitive.
http://www.med.govt.nz/pbt/telecom/benchmarking/2004/2004-11.html
1

At the beginning of 1995 I was virtually the only Maori person in Cyberspace. In the
short time since then, just ten years, Maori access to the Internet has exploded. 72% of
Maori now have access, an increase of 11% in the last year. We are not very far behind
the overall figure for internet access in Aotearoa New Zealand (78%, up 10% in the last
year).
Our indigenous Maori experience in Cyberspace may contain lessons for others.

What Content do Indigenous Maori People Access?
Just over two years ago, at the WSIS Asia Pacific Regional Pre-Conference in Tokyo
Japan, I said that we should acknowledge that the main use of this technology will be for
entertainment, and that it should be called IC&ET, not ICT. I said then that I thought the
people wanted access to entertainment; to music, to movies, and to sport.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
Just two years further on that prediction has been proven correct. The latest Internet
usage survey shows that the most popular content for Maori people is music, online
games, radio and television, and movies; in that order. Text based content comes last.

Music
The survey shows that first choice for Maori people is to access music. Given the
pervasiveness of the global western culture most of that music is from the global popular
culture. A small amount of Maori music is available on the Net and it is readily
downloaded when available.
http://www.maorimusic.com/catalog/default.php

Games
Next in popularity are collective and individual online games. At the moment none of
that content is in Te Reo Maori, the Maori language.

Television and Radio
Television and radio are close behind. This is a mixture of streamed broadcasts and
archived audio/visual and audio clips.
For the last fourteen months we have had a Government funded Maori Television
Service, set up after years of Maori activism and negotiation to protect and promote Te
Reo Maori. Sadly the funding is not yet sufficient to allow the only Maori language TV
station to stream over the Internet.
http://www.maoritelevision.com
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The government owned public television broadcaster, Television New Zealand, has a 15
minute Maori language news programme called Te Karere (The Herald), which is
archived online. It is becoming more popular as more Maori people get broadband
access.
http://xtra.co.nz/streaming/0,,11437,00.html
We have a network of tribal Maori radio stations, also funded by Government to protect
and promote Te Reo Maori. Most of those stations broadcast in both English and Te Reo
Maori and are streamed over the Internet (with Government funding).
http://www.irirangi.net .
Two of them, Radio Waatea and Ruia Mai, are mainly Te Reo Maori stations.
http://www.waatea603am.co.nz
http://www.ruiamai.co.nz

Movies
Next most popular are downloaded movies. Although we do have a very small Maori
film industry almost all of this downloaded content is the Hollywood version.

Textual Content
Textual content comes last in popularity behind the rest, and most of that popular content
is in the English language.
There are a few bilingual websites, or websites with bilingual content, and these too are
mostly government funded. Given that they are mostly textual and mostly about
government matters they are not very popular.
http://www.tpk.govt.nz/default.asp
http://www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz
One of them however is the Ministry of Education’s main online resource repository and
it is very popular with schools and other educational bodies. It rates highly with Maori for
that reason.
http://www.tki.org.nz
There are also a growing number of tribal websites with varying amounts of bilingual
content. These are all self funded.
http://webdirectory.natlib.govt.nz/dir/en/nz/maori/maori-iwi
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The Issues
The Cost of Bilingual or Multilingual Content
We are finding that the cost of producing bilingual content is prohibitive, without
government or corporate assistance.
In the early days we enthusiastically wrote our own code, developed our own graphics,
and maintained our own websites. It was all relatively simple then. But since then the
technology has become more sophisticated, enabling of course more sophisticated
presentation of content. The result is good business for website development companies,
but there are fewer amateur webmasters.
In my own technology company we are presently scoping a major bilingual project to
build a large online database of cultural and linguistic content in audio, audio/visual and
textual formats. However it will eventually cost us at least a million NZ dollars and we
will have to charge subscription fees to recoup our investment, unless we can attract
government and corporate sponsorship. The project is at least two years away from being
launched.

Spoken Cultures / Spoken Content
Maori people have shown us that they want access to the spoken language, to music, and
to the visual presentation of content.
While a primary and necessary mission of UNESCO is to foster literacy throughout the
world, we need to acknowledge that most cultures are not literate cultures, even after
their peoples become literate. For most of us the written word is a valuable adjunct to our
lives, not central to it.
Most of our cultures are carried in storytelling, music, song and dance. Music is just as
important as language, and the primary form of language is the spoken language. That is
so in my Maori culture, and I understand it is so throughout Africa.
Maori people have shown that the content they want is that which is only accessible via
broadband. That message is loud and clear.

Broadband Technology for All
Telecommunications companies in many developed countries tend to be focused on their
existing terrestrial copper wire infrastructure to deliver broadband solutions (ADSL), not
because it is the best solution but because it is already there, because there has been a
huge investment in copper wire over the last 75 to 100 years, and because that is what
their engineers know.
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For the rest of the world including Oceania and Africa I would think that satellite and
radio are the best investment options to reach the most people. Satellite also offers the
opportunity to build transnational networks and ISPs, thus spreading and reducing the
capital cost to poorer nations such as the island nations of the Pacific and the nations of
Africa, although for various reasons it remains prohibitively expensive.
We need now to plan ahead to allow people to interact with the technology in ways they
prefer. Given that globally most people prefer the spoken word to the written, we should
be developing technologies to enable that spoken interactivity in Cyberspace; such as
voice recognition and voice translation perhaps.
That will present a real challenge to multilingualism in Cyberspace. The stuff of science
fiction; but science fiction does have a habit of becoming reality. Until very recently
Cyberspace itself was pure science fiction.

The Cost of Bandwidth
In Oceania, Africa and elsewhere I know that the cost of a simple dialup internet access is
beyond the means of most people, and the cost of broadband is astronomical.
So something must be done to remove the inequalities and inequities of access and cost
between the developed and developing nations, and between the rich and the poor. And
something must be done to remove the vested interests and inefficiencies that conspire to
keep the cost out of reach of most people. I would think that should properly be a major
consideration at the UN World Summit on the Information Society in Tunis this coming
November.
For I think I have shown that broadband is essential, now not later.

Technology Should Follow Content
The issue I have been leading to is this: the technology should be designed to deliver
content to ordinary people in the form that ordinary people prefer, and the form of
that content should not be driven by those whose main focus is on the written word.
That means broadband.
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Summary
I can summarise my proposition in four questions:
1. What content do people really want?
2. What are the implications for multilingualism?
3. What is the appropriate technology to deliver that content, monolingual and
multilingual?
4. How will that technology reach the people?
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek4.html
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Biography: Ross Nepia Himona
rhimona@maorinews.com
http://maaori.com/rhimona
Ross’ first 20-year career was as an officer in Ngati Tumatauenga (The Zealand Army).
Since 1982 he has been involved in Maori tribal and community development. He owns
and manages his own management services and technology companies.
Ross is acknowledged as a pioneer in the adoption of communications technology by
Maori. He has served on the Communications Sub-Commission of the New Zealand
National Commission of UNESCO, and has advised and worked alongside numerous
New Zealand Government agencies on ICT policy and implementation.
He spoke on “Fostering the Creation of Local Contents” at the WSIS Asia Pacific PreConference in Tokyo 13th – 15th January 2003.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
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Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
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Discussion Board » Like to add to "The Silent Connectors" Research Session(s)?
ORIGINAL POST: Silent Connectors Research Sessions Continued
Here

Reply to this post

Posted by Webmaster on Monday, 28 Feb 2005 at 8:57 am (This person has seen
the video)
Continue here with any thoughts that were sparked off by the research sessions,
then or since; or, if you did not attend but would like to add to the discussion, please
do!
1. first phase of research completed

Reply to this post

Posted by Hazel on Tuesday, 15 Mar 2005 at 10:45 am (This person has seen the
video)
Thanks to all who have taken part in the first phase of the research. I've had results
processed independently by a professional social researcher and will start posting
some of these on the website soon.
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Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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2. response to research

Reply to this post

Posted by Laura on Sunday, 20 Mar 2005 at 2:41 pm (This person has seen the
video)
I don't think that I can do justice to your DVD without seeing it again but I'll try to
give you a few of my after thoughts.
In the first place, I was hooked in interest and anticipation - wanting to know what
would happen next.
It certainly stimulated many memories of how I thought at the age of the young
couple, the idealism and desire to take on a project that would improve the situation
of people where there was hardship.
They also had memories of a place where they were happy in childhood, nostalgia
and wanting to re-experience their delight.
The things that happened, the smashed bikes, the greedy young girls and the
suspicious looking man would have been enough to re-assess the possibilities in their
minds. The older man (German?) showed fear and negativity, lack of wisdom in
acting first, before finding out the facts. He and his wife's needs would have been
totally different from the point of view of the younger character - a lot of room for
conflict. As usual in these situations, the young couples' ideas and proposals would
have raised plenty of opposition and conflict, but I had the hope that their energy
and dedication would out weigh their lack of experience for dealing with the
difficulties that would face them.
I think you are doing a great job - the quality of the DVD, the acting and
construction made a very impressive impact. I'd love to see it again and the next
installment.
Laura
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an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
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After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

Are you familiar with this study?
24/08/05 12:01:18

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]

I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
Image
Upload image for this post:

Browse...

Submit Reply
Cancel
Continue here with any thoughts that were sparked off by the research sessions,
then or since; or, if you did not attend but would like to add to the discussion, please
do!
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Discussion Board » Like to add to "The Silent Connectors" Research Session(s)?
ORIGINAL POST: university & community - re latest news &
comment

Reply to this post

Posted by interested observer on Monday, 04 Apr 2005 at 2:13 pm (This person is
unfamiliar with the study)
As a local resident with connections (going back to 1968) with canterbury University
I KNOW it needs to pay attention to/acknowledge and work with its local community
(it pays lip service to this in the Charter) as it is an integral part of same and is
supposed to serve same (and in the Charter speaks of being the social conscience for
society) ! and has a moral obligation to 'keep faith'!
Also I noted Peter Jackson's excerpted comments - that department is falready
funded considerably (a research Chair) and other donations/grants for study etc., by
the personal generosity of Angus Tait (Founder and Chair of Tait Electronics) and its
graduates are welcomed into very lucrative positions there at Tait.
As for Ken Strongman saying he would like to see more women/Maori in positions --that has been the aim of many of us for decades, but it is not occurring.
Maori Studies/Gender Studies and Peace Studies were introduced after a group of
women and indigenous persons networked in the 1970s to make it happen!
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finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12
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read it a few times and read it aloud and
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As a local resident with connections (going back to 1968) with canterbury University
I KNOW it needs to pay attention to/acknowledge and work with its local community
(it pays lip service to this in the Charter) as it is an integral part of same and is
supposed to serve same (and in the Charter speaks of being the social conscience for
society) ! and has a moral obligation to 'keep faith'!
Also I noted Peter Jackson's excerpted comments - that department is falready
funded considerably (a research Chair) and other donations/grants for study etc., by
the personal generosity of Angus Tait (Founder and Chair of Tait Electronics) and its
graduates are welcomed into very lucrative positions there at Tait.
As for Ken Strongman saying he would like to see more women/Maori in positions --that has been the aim of many of us for decades, but it is not occurring.
Maori Studies/Gender Studies and Peace Studies were introduced after a group of
women and indigenous persons networked in the 1970s to make it happen!
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ORIGINAL POST: The Silent Connectors research
questions

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

Reply to this post

Posted on Friday, 22 Apr 2005 at 8:24 pm
1. In one word or a short phrase, describe your reaction when you read other
participants' responses
2. In one word, or a short phrase, describe what you felt when you saw your own
words and responses again
3. Describe an experience or observation that has similarities to an event(s) and/or
situation(s) in the Silent Connectors film you watched in the research session.
1. Re: The Silent Connectors research questions
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http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=165&CategoryID=5 (1 of 5)16/8/2006 2:03:37 AM

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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have thought of it myself: the childish part in me
When I read my own, or what I think was mine, it looked sort of in place, part of the
larger picture. As if all these suggestions and opinions form a large tapistry with
different patterns and colours.
One of the things the DVD made me think of, was a schoolyard that we played in as
primary school children. As long as it was daytime and the sun was shining it felt ok,
but at dusk and after it had a funny, eery feel about it. We were of course never
allowed to be there at those times. But it happened and was just like in the empty
shopping centre
1. Re: The Silent Connectors research questions

Reply to this post

Posted by anne on Tuesday, 21 Jun 2005 at 11:16 pm (This person has seen the
video)
are you saying that these things just exist in life? And that what we saw in the DVD
is just a natural occurrance, gone astay so to say?
So in a second act we would be looking for more of a balance between 'light and
dark'?
2. Re: The Silent Connectors research questions

Reply to this post

Posted on Thursday, 28 Apr 2005 at 1:42 pm (This person has seen the video)

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

1. Yep, i was surprised by the spectrum of responses.
2. After seeing some of the other responses, mine seemed a lot more even handed.
3. i've seen, and been involved in, situations where the police have acted at least as
vigorously without evidence of a crime being committed.
1. Re: The Silent Connectors research questions

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Reply to this post

Posted on Sunday, 01 May 2005 at 7:48 pm (This person has seen the video)
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=165&CategoryID=5 (2 of 5)16/8/2006 2:03:37 AM

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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1. Surprised at some responses.
2. I couldn't remember some of the words I used. I did recognise my
recommendations for Stage 2 and thought - not "felt" - although mine had an
originality that nobody else had mentioned, the sentiments I expressed were
very similar to some of the others.
3. Many observations throughout life. For example The know-it-all arrogance of the male student.
The set-in-his-ways attitude of the older man.
The deterioration of small towns.
The lack of business acumen of the cafe owners to put money into that
venture, and doggedly try to keep it going.
The lack of knowledge and understanding about those who do not have a job.
3. Re: The Silent Connectors research questions

Reply to this post

Posted by Esther on Wednesday, 04 May 2005 at 6:26 pm (This person has seen the
video)
1. Interested, swamped.
2. Didn't recognise my response distinctly from others.
3. There is a growing awareness of the lack of cohesion in many cities and towns
globally. It is the little things, that really matter (trinity roots lyric). Small,
meaningfull interactions make all the difference in society.

Post a reply to The Silent Connectors research questions
Subject

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

Re: The Silent Connectors research questions
Name/Nickname (optional)

http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=165&CategoryID=5 (3 of 5)16/8/2006 2:03:37 AM

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

Text of your topic

more]

:: Downloads

Ross_Himona.pdf (30.5 KB)

\\\\
Are you familiar with this study?

Himona_Bamako_speech.pdf (35.9 KB)

Ross Himona's Bamako speech

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
Image
Upload image for this post:

Browse...

Submit Reply
Cancel
1. In one word or a short phrase, describe your reaction when you read other
participants' responses
2. In one word, or a short phrase, describe what you felt when you saw your own
words and responses again
3. Describe an experience or observation that has similarities to an event(s) and/or
situation(s) in the Silent Connectors film you watched in the research session.
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Search the site

GO

Home | The Silent Connectors | Research | Discussion Board | People Involved | About the thesis

Village Discussion
Discussion Board » Like to add to "The Silent Connectors" Research Session(s)?
ORIGINAL POST: Invitation to participate in a Silent Connectors Research
session

Reply to this post

Posted on Friday, 29 Jul 2005 at 9:08 am (This person has seen the video)
This Monday 1st August 2005
4.30 to 5.45 pm
Room 252 (upstairs and to the left)
Sociology Department, University of Canterbury
For more details please contact hazel@village-connections.com
phone: university 3667 001 ext 7994
Stage 2 sessions:
For those who have particpated in this first stage of research there are two follow-up
sessions
3 August 2005
4.30 to 5.45
Baldrick Room (sociology staff room)
Up stairs on 3rd floor, Sociology and Anthropology
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=187&CategoryID=5 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:03:47 AM

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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Sunday 7 August 2005
12 - 1.45 pm
Quaker House , 72 Cresswell Ave, Burwood

Post a reply to Invitation to participate in a Silent
Connectors Research session

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]

Subject
Re: Invitation to participate in a Silent Connectors Research session
Name/Nickname (optional)
Text of your topic

Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Are you familiar with this study?
I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things

http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=187&CategoryID=5 (2 of 4)16/8/2006 2:03:47 AM

05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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This Monday 1st August 2005
4.30 to 5.45 pm
Room 252 (upstairs and to the left)
Sociology Department, University of Canterbury
For more details please contact hazel@village-connections.com
phone: university 3667 001 ext 7994
Stage 2 sessions:
For those who have particpated in this first stage of research there are two follow-up
sessions
3 August 2005
4.30 to 5.45
Baldrick Room (sociology staff room)
Up stairs on 3rd floor, Sociology and Anthropology
Sunday 7 August 2005
12 - 1.45 pm
Quaker House , 72 Cresswell Ave, Burwood

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Ross Himona's Bamako speech
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Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Discussion Board » Like to add to "The Silent Connectors" Research Session(s)?
ORIGINAL POST: participation

Reply to this post

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Posted by hobbit on Sunday, 07 Aug 2005 at 12:17 pm (This person has seen the
video)

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

Im enjoying the seminars and finding them informative. i have a little query: I'm
interested in why participants in the group seminars are motivated to devide into sub
groups rather than into a single collective?

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

1. Re: participation

Reply to this post

Posted by Hazel on Tuesday, 09 Aug 2005 at 10:32 am (This person has seen the
video)
Dear Hobbit,
Thanks for your question. You asked, "Why participants … are motivated to divide
into sub groups rather than into a single collective?" I'll give you my response to
what I understand to be your question, but feel free to come back if this is not what
you mean. Also, if anyone else also wishes to respond, please do…
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=188&CategoryID=5 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:03:57 AM

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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The aim of the research is full participation and we wanted to make it as safe and
comfortable as possible for participants to do this. The research was designed to
begin with the awareness and knowledge of the individual participants and build to a
shared group understanding (which does not also have to mean group agreement).
We are aware some feel comfortable with individual and small group work, while
others are more comfortable with larger group discussion. We tried to accommodate
these preferences.
In both sessions (stages one and two), the first questions were individual written
responses that were anonymous. The purpose of this was so that participants would
be able to respond immediately and authentically and know that their responses
would be recorded and taken seriously.
Responses from stage one (February and March) have been posted, retaining
anonymity, on this website and responses from stage one and stage two (July and
August), again retaining anonymity of individuals and groups, will be posted early
September.
The second step was working in pairs. Participants asked specific questions of their
partners and listened to their responses. The purpose of this was to introduce some
reflection - where people could share and get a clearer sense of their own point of
view, and be aware also that there could also be other viewpoints. We had lots of
feedback from people who were very surprised that others could see the same
situation so differently than the way they themselves were seeing it.
The process was designed to enable individuals to clarify what they felt and thought,
and confident about expressing this to others.
The third step was more small group work, (in stage one with paper and stage 2
discussion around a "café table").
In most sessions we concluded by bringing together the total group for some wider
discussion.

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]

Post a reply to participation
Subject
Re: participation
Name/Nickname (optional)

After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran

Text of your topic

24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

Are you familiar with this study?

24/08/05 12:01:18

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
Image
Upload image for this post:

Browse...

Submit Reply
Cancel
Im enjoying the seminars and finding them informative. i have a little query: I'm
interested in why participants in the group seminars are motivated to devide into sub
groups rather than into a single collective?
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Ross Himona's Bamako speech
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Discussion Board » Like to add to "The Silent Connectors" Research Session(s)?
ORIGINAL POST: Thank you

Reply to this post

Posted by Hazel on Friday, 12 Aug 2005 at 3:39 pm (This person has seen the video)
The Silent Connector research has come to an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU to all participants. I feel sure that I will
have excellent material to build into an Act 2.
THANK YOU to the many people who assisted with organizing groups, providing
venues, and audiovisual equipment, especially to those who assisted with the
technology.
THANKS also to Margreet Stronks and John Gallagher who worked with me on
designing and implementing this research process. The process demanded
collaboration and teamwork, and together we were able to recognize and creatively
work through difficulties as they arose. I wish to thank them so much for their
continued support, especially through the difficult bits.
The responses from the research sessions will be processed independently and will
be posted on the Village web in early September. As before, the identity of
individuals and groups will remain anonymous.
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=191&CategoryID=5 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:04:10 AM

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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I do look forward to reading the responses and the transcripts of the conversations
once they are complied and then using them to build material for Act 2.
I will continue Village-connection's related articles and comments and welcome
information and feedback.

Post a reply to Thank you
Subject
Re: Thank you
Name/Nickname (optional)
Text of your topic

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Are you familiar with this study?
I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things

http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=191&CategoryID=5 (2 of 4)16/8/2006 2:04:10 AM

05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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The Silent Connector research has come to an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU to all participants. I feel sure that I will
have excellent material to build into an Act 2.
THANK YOU to the many people who assisted with organizing groups, providing
venues, and audiovisual equipment, especially to those who assisted with the
technology.
THANKS also to Margreet Stronks and John Gallagher who worked with me on
designing and implementing this research process. The process demanded
collaboration and teamwork, and together we were able to recognize and creatively
work through difficulties as they arose. I wish to thank them so much for their
continued support, especially through the difficult bits.
The responses from the research sessions will be processed independently and will
be posted on the Village web in early September. As before, the identity of
individuals and groups will remain anonymous.
I do look forward to reading the responses and the transcripts of the conversations
once they are complied and then using them to build material for Act 2.
I will continue Village-connection's related articles and comments and welcome
information and feedback.

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Discussion Board » Latest News & Comment
ORIGINAL POST: Fostering the Creation of Local Contents by Ross Himona
for the Round Table on Cultural Diversity in Knowledge Societies in Asia and
the Pacific

Reply to this post

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

Posted on Tuesday, 19 Apr 2005 at 12:30 pm
My personal benchmark for “local” is the rural tribal village where I was
born and raised, before I left for the city and for greater opportunities…
Whenever a new policy or a new technology is introduced I find it
instructive to imagine myself sitting in the sun with the tribal elders
discussing the probable impact on our village. In most cases, our village
perspective is ignored by the policy makers, for they are city people, in
a far off capital, and often do not even know that we have a different perspective.
For formatted pdf copy of this paper please click bottom right.
Ross Himona's site: http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/rhimona/
Introduction
I am the founder and kaumatua/elder, and a life member, of the New Zealand Maori
Internet Society. Members of NZMIS have been at the forefront of pioneering and
developing local indigenous Maori content on the Internet for the last seven or eight
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=164&CategoryID=2 (1 of 9)16/8/2006 2:04:33 AM

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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years.
My personal benchmark for “local” is the rural tribal village where I was born and
raised, before I left for the city and for greater opportunities. For decades I have
commuted the four hours to our village to remain involved, and to contribute my city
found skills and knowledge to our rural and village affairs. It brings me down to
earth.
Whenever a new policy or a new technology is introduced I find it instructive to
imagine myself sitting in the sun with the tribal elders discussing the probable
impact on our village. In most cases, our village perspective is ignored by the policy
makers, for they are city people, in a far off capital, and often do not even know that
we have a different perspective. I am often at odds with policy makers.
I want to focus on three aspects of local content:
content by local people for local people,
content that local people want, and
how best to engage the people.
Content by Local People for Local People
The people want to see themselves in this new media, as they do in any other
media. They want to read, or preferably listen to, stories about themselves.
The people of my village, whether they live at home or like me, live out in the
diaspora, want access to the stories of our village and our tribe. Those who live away
from home want access to our whakapapa or remembered stories and genealogy, for
that is the basis of Maori culture. They want news about Maori people everywhere.
We are finding that those with broadband access really appreciate video news clips
and interviews. And we are discovering too that they want to learn the Maori
language via the Internet. These things are important to Maori. They want access to
their own culture, and they want the medium to reflect themselves.
And for them, like most others on the Internet, email is the killer application - the
ability to stay in touch with friends and family, across Aotearoa New Zealand and for
many of our families, across the world.
Content that Local People Want
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=164&CategoryID=2 (2 of 9)16/8/2006 2:04:33 AM

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44
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an end. I am very happy with the way
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Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
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However, an often ignored aspect of this new Information & Communication
Technology (ICT) is Entertainment. This medium is also about Entertainment. It
should rightly be called IC&ET.
Those of us at this conference are representative of an elite, and we tend to focus on
the things that are important to us and to that elite. We focus on information and
knowledge, on culture and education, on communication and on the technology itself.
But the people themselves mostly just want to be entertained. In addition to their
own Maori culture my people want access to the mass culture. They want access to
music and video games, movies and sport.
The adoption of the Music CD, VCR and digital TV technologies by poor people in my
country puts the lie to the concept of a digital divide in Aotearoa New Zealand. Poor
people adopted those quite expensive technologies regardless of their economic
circumstances, and they adopted and paid for access to those technologies in order
to gain access to Entertainment, i.e. to music, movies and sport. In the poorest
areas of Aotearoa New Zealand houses and shacks bristle with CD players, VCRs and
digital TV dishes.
They don’t yet bristle with computers, for the simple reason that there is very little
of interest to local people on the Internet. There is no content that would excite their
interest. The so-called “digital divide” is as much a content and a cultural divide as
an economic divide.
The challenge is to compete with entertainment for the attention of the people.

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]

What Does Excite the Interest of the “People”
They want to be engaged through the imagination rather than the intellect.
Entertainment does that.
Content that is important to politicians, bureaucrats, businesspeople and academics
tends to try to engage the intellect first, and it bores people, and does not engage
them.
The rule should be to engage the imagination first and foremost, and only then to
engage the intellect.
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So the proper people to be developing content for and with the people are poets and
storytellers, visual artists, and increasingly as bandwidth broadens, filmmakers.
Whether you are a politician or a bureaucrat, a business person or an academic, you
should be paying creative writers and artists to produce your content.
In fostering the production of local content, we should elevate the creative and
imaginative capacity of local communities to at least the same level as the
intellectual. We should bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.
The Creative Imperative
There are also sound economic reasons for that, for the fastest growing sector of the
global economy today is the creative sector.
Creativity is the new economic driver, and in my opinion the new society is the
“creative society”, not the “information society” or the “knowledge society”. And the
most important task for us today is to nuture the release of the creative potential of
our people. That can only be done at the local level, at the grassroots or flaxroots
level where the people are. It cannot be done globally or nationally.
And the most important role of the new technologies is to facilitate the release of
that creative potential.
Summary
People want local content that reflects their own culture and reflects themselves.
Entertainment is what the masses seek from all media, rather than information. We
have to compete with that.
Engage with the people through the imagination.
Bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.
Fostering the Creation of Local Contents
by Ross N Himona
for the Round Table on Cultural Diversity in Knowledge Societies in Asia and the
Pacific
13th January 2003; 10:30 – 12:15
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Post a reply to Fostering the Creation of Local Contents
by Ross Himona for the Round Table on Cultural
Diversity in Knowledge Societies in Asia and the Pacific
Subject
Re: Fostering the Creation of Local Contents by Ross Himona for the Round Table on Cultural Diversity in Knowledge Societies in Asia and the Pacific
Name/Nickname (optional)
Text of your topic

Are you familiar with this study?
I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
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My personal benchmark for “local” is the rural tribal village where I was born and
raised, before I left for the city and for greater opportunities…Whenever a new policy
or a new technology is introduced I find it instructive to imagine myself sitting in the
sun with the tribal elders discussing the probable impact on our village. In most
cases, our village perspective is ignored by the policy makers, for they are city
people, in a far off capital, and often do not even know that we have a different
perspective. For formatted pdf copy of this paper please click bottom right.
Ross Himona's site: http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/rhimona/
Introduction
I am the founder and kaumatua/elder, and a life member, of the New Zealand Maori
Internet Society. Members of NZMIS have been at the forefront of pioneering and
developing local indigenous Maori content on the Internet for the last seven or eight
years.
My personal benchmark for “local” is the rural tribal village where I was born and
raised, before I left for the city and for greater opportunities. For decades I have
commuted the four hours to our village to remain involved, and to contribute my city
found skills and knowledge to our rural and village affairs. It brings me down to
earth.
Whenever a new policy or a new technology is introduced I find it instructive to
imagine myself sitting in the sun with the tribal elders discussing the probable
impact on our village. In most cases, our village perspective is ignored by the policy
makers, for they are city people, in a far off capital, and often do not even know that
we have a different perspective. I am often at odds with policy makers.
I want to focus on three aspects of local content:
content by local people for local people,
content that local people want, and
how best to engage the people.
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Content by Local People for Local People
The people want to see themselves in this new media, as they do in any other
media. They want to read, or preferably listen to, stories about themselves.
The people of my village, whether they live at home or like me, live out in the
diaspora, want access to the stories of our village and our tribe. Those who live away
from home want access to our whakapapa or remembered stories and genealogy, for
that is the basis of Maori culture. They want news about Maori people everywhere.
We are finding that those with broadband access really appreciate video news clips
and interviews. And we are discovering too that they want to learn the Maori
language via the Internet. These things are important to Maori. They want access to
their own culture, and they want the medium to reflect themselves.
And for them, like most others on the Internet, email is the killer application - the
ability to stay in touch with friends and family, across Aotearoa New Zealand and for
many of our families, across the world.
Content that Local People Want
However, an often ignored aspect of this new Information & Communication
Technology (ICT) is Entertainment. This medium is also about Entertainment. It
should rightly be called IC&ET.
Those of us at this conference are representative of an elite, and we tend to focus on
the things that are important to us and to that elite. We focus on information and
knowledge, on culture and education, on communication and on the technology itself.
But the people themselves mostly just want to be entertained. In addition to their
own Maori culture my people want access to the mass culture. They want access to
music and video games, movies and sport.
The adoption of the Music CD, VCR and digital TV technologies by poor people in my
country puts the lie to the concept of a digital divide in Aotearoa New Zealand. Poor
people adopted those quite expensive technologies regardless of their economic
circumstances, and they adopted and paid for access to those technologies in order
to gain access to Entertainment, i.e. to music, movies and sport. In the poorest
areas of Aotearoa New Zealand houses and shacks bristle with CD players, VCRs and
digital TV dishes.
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They don’t yet bristle with computers, for the simple reason that there is very little
of interest to local people on the Internet. There is no content that would excite their
interest. The so-called “digital divide” is as much a content and a cultural divide as
an economic divide.
The challenge is to compete with entertainment for the attention of the people.
What Does Excite the Interest of the “People”
They want to be engaged through the imagination rather than the intellect.
Entertainment does that.
Content that is important to politicians, bureaucrats, businesspeople and academics
tends to try to engage the intellect first, and it bores people, and does not engage
them.
The rule should be to engage the imagination first and foremost, and only then to
engage the intellect.
So the proper people to be developing content for and with the people are poets and
storytellers, visual artists, and increasingly as bandwidth broadens, filmmakers.
Whether you are a politician or a bureaucrat, a business person or an academic, you
should be paying creative writers and artists to produce your content.
In fostering the production of local content, we should elevate the creative and
imaginative capacity of local communities to at least the same level as the
intellectual. We should bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.
The Creative Imperative
There are also sound economic reasons for that, for the fastest growing sector of the
global economy today is the creative sector.
Creativity is the new economic driver, and in my opinion the new society is the
“creative society”, not the “information society” or the “knowledge society”. And the
most important task for us today is to nuture the release of the creative potential of
our people. That can only be done at the local level, at the grassroots or flaxroots
level where the people are. It cannot be done globally or nationally.
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And the most important role of the new technologies is to facilitate the release of
that creative potential.
Summary
People want local content that reflects their own culture and reflects themselves.
Entertainment is what the masses seek from all media, rather than information. We
have to compete with that.
Engage with the people through the imagination.
Bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.
Fostering the Creation of Local Contents
by Ross N Himona
for the Round Table on Cultural Diversity in Knowledge Societies in Asia and the
Pacific
13th January 2003; 10:30 – 12:15
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Discussion Board » Latest News & Comment
ORIGINAL POST: The Newcomers Network

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Reply to this post

Posted on Friday, 13 May 2005 at 9:25 pm
The Waimakariri District Newcomers Network has its first birthday in July.* The
group was initiated when two people met in one of the local supermarkets and found
they were new residents to the district. They talked about how difficult they had
found it to meet other people socially. They decided to do something about this.
Their investigations revealed a similar group already operating in Ashburton so they
visited the co-ordinator there for some ideas. The idea grew with the local
Neighbourhood Support quickly coming on board to supply their expertise, some
practical help to advertise the new network, and to support a co-ordinator. A local
Real Estate business sponsors the network and funds brochures that advertise the
Waimakariri District Newcomers Network to new residents. Recently, Waimakariri
District Neighbourhood Support held a social evening for all groups operating under
their umbrella. The Newcomers Network was officially launched at this event.
I joined the Newcomers Network after reading an article about it in the local
community newspaper. Despite having lived in Rangiora for over two years and even
working in the district, I had found it difficult to join in the social life of the town and
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in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
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poem reflects on identity issues and the
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islands that may be part of... [Read more]
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to have a sense of belonging. I was grabbed by the part in the newspaper article
that described the difficulty new residents had in integrating into a new community.
It said that people who had lived in the same community most of their lives did not
appreciate this; they thought their community was a friendly sociable environment.
Many of the members were involved in local Clubs and were doing voluntary work in
the local community before joining the Newcomers Network. These members have
many stories to tell about attending the local Clubs but not being included in longterm members’ social activities. It is interesting to note that significant numbers of
newcomers are increasingly talking about local happenings with a sense of
belonging. We can walk down the street or go to the supermarket and often meet
someone we know to stop and pass the time of day with.
Each Thursday, the group meets at one of the pubs in Rangiora for coffee and a chat
(around 30 people are now meeting weekly at this venue). Members are encouraged
to mix and meet new members. Each new member completes a form asking their
address, phone number and email address (if they have one), and their interests. A
list of members is circulated to all members on a regular basis noting the above
information. A committee of four meet monthly to discuss group activities and these
are circulated to all members by either email or personal delivery as a newsletter.
Dinner is organised for the network once a month on a Saturday so that those
members who work during the week can attend. A group of members play table
tennis every Monday evening as well as other games evenings that are held in
members’ homes. Local events such as picnics, drama, movies etc are advertised on
a board at the Thursday coffee meeting. Other social events include ten-pin bowling
in Christchurch followed by dinner, visits to the local museums, a book discussion
group and a walking group. Several members have since joined local Clubs with a
friend or friends they have met through the Newcomers Network.
* Waimakariri is a rural area near the city of Christchurch, New Zealand
1. Re: The Newcomers Network

Reply to this post

Posted on Friday, 20 May 2005 at 7:11 pm (This person is unfamiliar with the study)
Good article on this group of which I am a member. A big plus for this group is the
relaxed structure ie no fees, no obligations. Join in with what you want, or stay away
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am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]
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seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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as your choice but whatever you do you know it will be in the company of like
minded people who are friendly and enjoy each others company.Much of its success
is down to Sylvia the "convenor" with thanks too to Neighbourhood Support and the
sponsor.May it long continue.
1. Re: The Newcomers Network

Reply to this post

Posted by A happy 'Newcomer" on Monday, 23 May 2005 at 5:40 pm
The informative article shows what can be achieved in a such a short time and every
town/city should aim for a 'Newcomers Network Group' like this very successful one
currently operating in the district of Waimakariri.
On joining this group I was immediately made to feel welcome and can confirm that
this is the ideal way to meet and make new friends from all over the world, share/
learn about new interests, support each other and become involved in the
community. A newsletter keeps everyone informed and the varied social activities
offered can be freely attended or otherwise. Well done Waimakariri - may the idea
spread!

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

Post a reply to The Newcomers Network
Subject
Re: The Newcomers Network
Name/Nickname (optional)

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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The Waimakariri District Newcomers Network has its first birthday in July.* The
group was initiated when two people met in one of the local supermarkets and found
they were new residents to the district. They talked about how difficult they had
found it to meet other people socially. They decided to do something about this.
Their investigations revealed a similar group already operating in Ashburton so they
visited the co-ordinator there for some ideas. The idea grew with the local
Neighbourhood Support quickly coming on board to supply their expertise, some
practical help to advertise the new network, and to support a co-ordinator. A local
Real Estate business sponsors the network and funds brochures that advertise the
Waimakariri District Newcomers Network to new residents. Recently, Waimakariri
District Neighbourhood Support held a social evening for all groups operating under
their umbrella. The Newcomers Network was officially launched at this event.
I joined the Newcomers Network after reading an article about it in the local
community newspaper. Despite having lived in Rangiora for over two years and even
working in the district, I had found it difficult to join in the social life of the town and
to have a sense of belonging. I was grabbed by the part in the newspaper article
that described the difficulty new residents had in integrating into a new community.
It said that people who had lived in the same community most of their lives did not
appreciate this; they thought their community was a friendly sociable environment.
Many of the members were involved in local Clubs and were doing voluntary work in
the local community before joining the Newcomers Network. These members have
many stories to tell about attending the local Clubs but not being included in longterm members’ social activities. It is interesting to note that significant numbers of
newcomers are increasingly talking about local happenings with a sense of
belonging. We can walk down the street or go to the supermarket and often meet
someone we know to stop and pass the time of day with.
Each Thursday, the group meets at one of the pubs in Rangiora for coffee and a chat
(around 30 people are now meeting weekly at this venue). Members are encouraged
to mix and meet new members. Each new member completes a form asking their
address, phone number and email address (if they have one), and their interests. A
list of members is circulated to all members on a regular basis noting the above
information. A committee of four meet monthly to discuss group activities and these
are circulated to all members by either email or personal delivery as a newsletter.
Dinner is organised for the network once a month on a Saturday so that those
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members who work during the week can attend. A group of members play table
tennis every Monday evening as well as other games evenings that are held in
members’ homes. Local events such as picnics, drama, movies etc are advertised on
a board at the Thursday coffee meeting. Other social events include ten-pin bowling
in Christchurch followed by dinner, visits to the local museums, a book discussion
group and a walking group. Several members have since joined local Clubs with a
friend or friends they have met through the Newcomers Network.
* Waimakariri is a rural area near the city of Christchurch, New Zealand
Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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ORIGINAL POST: Excerpts from interview with John Wardle
(1997)

Reply to this post
Posted on Sunday, 22 May 2005 at 10:25 pm

I was housebound to a large degree, not especially, but more than
others. My reason was a wheelchair but a lot of people are housebound
and the reason is not a wheelchair, its attitude. The reason is they've
not got anything to go out to in their community for. They have a lot; well I guess it
is fear. I have had this argument and discussion many times that [computer]
modems going to make people stay in their houses, but the problem started long
before computers, they were there all ready. Since family units have broken up. I
think the world wars had a lot to do with and the breakdown of the extended family.
People are isolated. People's perception of the fears is worse than they really exist…
anyway back to the modem, the problem of isolation existed before the modem. The
modem will only really get people talking to each other. Everyone got really excited
about the real benefit of talking over thousands of miles but that isn't the real
benefit. The real benefit is talking over the yard by people who are isolated in their
own homes.
Communication as a tool is badly neglected
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Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
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finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

I have a strong belief that communication as a tool in community is badly neglected.
It can achieve a lot more for a lot more people in a shorter time. Before you can
start with anything you need to turn peoples attitudes around. People need to see
things over a period of time. When they're ready they'll change and become more
involved.
Everyone has something to offer
For me it's always been so incredibly obvious that when some people have and other
people haven't it goes both ways. There's always skills or friendship to swap in some
way. There are lonely people and there are people who like to communicate… When
we started PLEBS the slogan I liked was that "everyone has something to offer." It's
just a matter of finding it and society doesn't have to balance. We don't always have
to get back what you get out because you receive it back with your own attitude to
yourself, your own karma. We don't have to get it back. Once you start measuring it,
genuine community starts to go down.
The distrust that starts in a neighbourhood reflects right across the world
… I'm bringing up a family here and I want more than this little square yard to be
their home I want the whole area to be their home. I want my wife and child to feel
safe. I want them to see friendly faces although I’m hesitant to always mention the
security factor, I think not being robbed, its a minor part, but I do want them to feel
safe when they walk the streets. I decided this is where I wanted to put my efforts.
You can’t just sit back in life and take; you’ve got to be involved. I used to be part of
large of large organisations that were part of international organisations but after a
while you get sick of not seeing anything positive happen. Sometimes you feel you're
just throwing your time away. Sure the world problems are great but sometimes you
want to be part of something where you can see an immediate result, to see your
efforts having an effect. I strongly believe that if everyone had a little less
involvement in the international problems and got back to their own neighbourhoods
and cities then the international problems would probably go away. A lot of it is
because of the attitudes within the individual, the thoughts and perceptions that
people grow up with. The distrust that starts in a neighbourhood reflects right across
the world as it influences the whole attitude of countries and the attitudes they are
brought up with. So if we can change our community into friendly places then the
world becomes a friendlier place.
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am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
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Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
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Nothing can start without effective communication - community paper
My feeling that nothing could start without effective communication working on the
basis that the most ineffective - excuse the word, person can read and that's not
very threatening and if we can give them thoughts and ideas and show them
through communication where they can go. The first step is to reach the people to
actually get them to participate and hopefully one day they will pick up the phone or
go and join. I do believe the most effective residents group must be based around an
effective communication otherwise they become these small elite groups not
knowing what community wants and projecting their feelings on the community. I
don't think that any residents group or community group has much of a chance if it
doesn't communicate to all its members.
Utopian ideals for motivating people
You’ve got to have an ideal of what it could be to make it perfect even if you don't
think it ever could be and in some ways you don't want it ever to be that way. I
think that most people in community groups are addressing that particular problem.
We tend to think of community as the end product, but the end product is so ill
defined. It's so hard to work out what it is. And we don't really think its possible so
we don't give it much thought. I don't anyway. In regard to urban communities we
often talk about the village aspect of trying to re-create the country village in the
city with people knowing each and taking some responsibility, which is probably the
idea we're heading for. But it's a flawed idea anyway, because if you go out to any
small community there's lots of sour grapes and gossip and negativity but that's
okay, it's a dam sight better than it is in the cities anyway.
Social Movement Organisations
I would like to make a cautious prediction that this kind of SMO is on the wane. I
believe the main reason for this is because people are increasingly finding it difficult
to effect change within these large kinds of movements. And in large movements,
unless there is a single issue, it is difficult to get consensus. I think that we will see a
resurgence of urban social movements, which focus on local areas and through this,
deal with wider issues.
People’s fears keep them away
There's a line between being responsible for other people and not being nosy, or not
sticking your nose in where it’s not welcome. There's a fine line sometimes. People’s
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fears keep them away, far away. It doesn't have to be like that. I remember a young
Polynesian guy that wanted to help us. He saw I had a disability and offered to mow
the lawns. My natural suspicion was there. I didn't feel very good about it. The guy
just wanted to help.
It takes good communication to find that kind word or spare cabbage its most
welcome home
It’s a sad state of affairs when someone is in need and someone is offering, but the
two cannot find each other. In modern cities this is very common. Effective
community needs good information to happen. Without it we have tragic waste. This
can be in the form of loneliness and isolation of food, goods and energy. It takes
good communication to find that kind word or spare cabbage its most welcome
home.
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I was housebound to a large degree, not especially, but more than others. My reason
was a wheelchair but a lot of people are housebound and the reason is not a
wheelchair, its attitude. The reason is they've not got anything to go out to in their
community for. They have a lot; well I guess it is fear. I have had this argument and
discussion many times that [computer] modems going to make people stay in their
houses, but the problem started long before computers, they were there all ready.
Since family units have broken up. I think the world wars had a lot to do with and
the breakdown of the extended family. People are isolated. People's perception of
the fears is worse than they really exist… anyway back to the modem, the problem
of isolation existed before the modem. The modem will only really get people talking
to each other. Everyone got really excited about the real benefit of talking over
thousands of miles but that isn't the real benefit. The real benefit is talking over the
yard by people who are isolated in their own homes.
Communication as a tool is badly neglected
I have a strong belief that communication as a tool in community is badly neglected.
It can achieve a lot more for a lot more people in a shorter time. Before you can
start with anything you need to turn peoples attitudes around. People need to see
things over a period of time. When they're ready they'll change and become more
involved.
Everyone has something to offer
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For me it's always been so incredibly obvious that when some people have and other
people haven't it goes both ways. There's always skills or friendship to swap in some
way. There are lonely people and there are people who like to communicate… When
we started PLEBS the slogan I liked was that "everyone has something to offer." It's
just a matter of finding it and society doesn't have to balance. We don't always have
to get back what you get out because you receive it back with your own attitude to
yourself, your own karma. We don't have to get it back. Once you start measuring it,
genuine community starts to go down.
The distrust that starts in a neighbourhood reflects right across the world
… I'm bringing up a family here and I want more than this little square yard to be
their home I want the whole area to be their home. I want my wife and child to feel
safe. I want them to see friendly faces although I’m hesitant to always mention the
security factor, I think not being robbed, its a minor part, but I do want them to feel
safe when they walk the streets. I decided this is where I wanted to put my efforts.
You can’t just sit back in life and take; you’ve got to be involved. I used to be part of
large of large organisations that were part of international organisations but after a
while you get sick of not seeing anything positive happen. Sometimes you feel you're
just throwing your time away. Sure the world problems are great but sometimes you
want to be part of something where you can see an immediate result, to see your
efforts having an effect. I strongly believe that if everyone had a little less
involvement in the international problems and got back to their own neighbourhoods
and cities then the international problems would probably go away. A lot of it is
because of the attitudes within the individual, the thoughts and perceptions that
people grow up with. The distrust that starts in a neighbourhood reflects right across
the world as it influences the whole attitude of countries and the attitudes they are
brought up with. So if we can change our community into friendly places then the
world becomes a friendlier place.
Nothing can start without effective communication - community paper
My feeling that nothing could start without effective communication working on the
basis that the most ineffective - excuse the word, person can read and that's not
very threatening and if we can give them thoughts and ideas and show them
through communication where they can go. The first step is to reach the people to
actually get them to participate and hopefully one day they will pick up the phone or
go and join. I do believe the most effective residents group must be based around an
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effective communication otherwise they become these small elite groups not
knowing what community wants and projecting their feelings on the community. I
don't think that any residents group or community group has much of a chance if it
doesn't communicate to all its members.
Utopian ideals for motivating people
You’ve got to have an ideal of what it could be to make it perfect even if you don't
think it ever could be and in some ways you don't want it ever to be that way. I
think that most people in community groups are addressing that particular problem.
We tend to think of community as the end product, but the end product is so ill
defined. It's so hard to work out what it is. And we don't really think its possible so
we don't give it much thought. I don't anyway. In regard to urban communities we
often talk about the village aspect of trying to re-create the country village in the
city with people knowing each and taking some responsibility, which is probably the
idea we're heading for. But it's a flawed idea anyway, because if you go out to any
small community there's lots of sour grapes and gossip and negativity but that's
okay, it's a dam sight better than it is in the cities anyway.
Social Movement Organisations
I would like to make a cautious prediction that this kind of SMO is on the wane. I
believe the main reason for this is because people are increasingly finding it difficult
to effect change within these large kinds of movements. And in large movements,
unless there is a single issue, it is difficult to get consensus. I think that we will see a
resurgence of urban social movements, which focus on local areas and through this,
deal with wider issues.
People’s fears keep them away
There's a line between being responsible for other people and not being nosy, or not
sticking your nose in where it’s not welcome. There's a fine line sometimes. People’s
fears keep them away, far away. It doesn't have to be like that. I remember a young
Polynesian guy that wanted to help us. He saw I had a disability and offered to mow
the lawns. My natural suspicion was there. I didn't feel very good about it. The guy
just wanted to help.
It takes good communication to find that kind word or spare cabbage its most
welcome home
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It’s a sad state of affairs when someone is in need and someone is offering, but the
two cannot find each other. In modern cities this is very common. Effective
community needs good information to happen. Without it we have tragic waste. This
can be in the form of loneliness and isolation of food, goods and energy. It takes
good communication to find that kind word or spare cabbage its most welcome
home.
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Theme 2 – Global Experiences in Building a Multilingual Environment
Session 4 – Local Content Development
Saturday 7th May 2005; 9.00am to 10.30am
“Fostering the Creation of Local & Indigenous Content”
by Ross Nepia Himona
(Aotearoa New Zealand)
Introduction
I am the founder, the kaumatua (elder), and a life member of Te Whanau Ipurangi
(The New Zealand Maori Internet Society). I am also a member of the Aotearoa
Maori Internet Organisation. Our members have been at the forefront of pioneering
and developing local indigenous Maori content in Cyberspace for the last nine or ten
years.
http://www.nzmis.org.nz
http://www.amio.maori.nz
Aotearoa New Zealand is a small country of about 3.8 million people in the South
West Pacific. The indigenous Maori people comprise about 15% of the population.
Other Polynesians and Pacific peoples comprise a further 7%. We are a relatively
well developed country although the indigenous people are still disadvantaged
compared to the general population. However, compared to most of the developing
world we are very well off.
Aotearoa New Zealand was colonised at about the same time as West Africa. For a
great many years our language, Te Reo Maori, was neglected by officialdom, and
even suppressed in the schools. But over the last 30 years we have mounted a
successful activist campaign to gain status for our language. Te Reo Maori, with
English, is now an official language with its own government funded Maori Language
Commission. Te Reo Maori is now taught in the schools and universities, and we
even have our own government funded system of Maori language pre-schools and
primary schools. Government also funds our network of tribal radio stations, and our
newly established Maori Television Service.
We have a mature and very well developed telecommunications network (there are
2.5 million cellular phone connections). Aotearoa New Zealand has one of the
highest rates of Internet access in the world. Most of the country is able to access by
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dialup, and within the next two to three years most should have access to
broadband, although the cost of broadband remains prohibitive.
http://www.med.govt.nz/pbt/telecom/benchmarking/2004/2004-11.html
At the beginning of 1995 I was virtually the only Maori person in Cyberspace. In the
short time since then, just ten years, Maori access to the Internet has exploded.
72% of Maori now have access, an increase of 11% in the last year. We are not very
far behind the overall figure for internet access in Aotearoa New Zealand (78%, up
10% in the last year).
Our indigenous Maori experience in Cyberspace may contain lessons for others.
What Content do Indigenous Maori People Access?
Just over two years ago, at the WSIS Asia Pacific Regional Pre-Conference in Tokyo
Japan, I said that we should acknowledge that the main use of this technology will
be for entertainment, and that it should be called IC&ET, not ICT. I said then that I
thought the people wanted access to entertainment; to music, to movies, and to
sport.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
Just two years further on that prediction has been proven correct. The latest Internet
usage survey shows that the most popular content for Maori people is music, online
games, radio and television, and movies; in that order. Text based content comes
last.
Music
The survey shows that first choice for Maori people is to access music. Given the
pervasiveness of the global western culture most of that music is from the global
popular culture. A small amount of Maori music is available on the Net and it is
readily downloaded when available.
http://www.maorimusic.com/catalog/default.php
Games
Next in popularity are collective and individual online games. At the moment none of
that content is in Te Reo Maori, the Maori language.
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Television and Radio
Television and radio are close behind. This is a mixture of streamed broadcasts and
archived audio/visual and audio clips.
For the last fourteen months we have had a Government funded Maori Television
Service, set up after years of Maori activism and negotiation to protect and promote
Te Reo Maori. Sadly the funding is not yet sufficient to allow the only Maori language
TV station to stream over the Internet.
http://www.maoritelevision.com
The government owned public television broadcaster, Television New Zealand, has a
15 minute Maori language news programme called Te Karere (The Herald), which is
archived online. It is becoming more popular as more Maori people get broadband
access.
http://xtra.co.nz/streaming/0,,11437,00.html
We have a network of tribal Maori radio stations, also funded by Government to
protect and promote Te Reo Maori. Most of those stations broadcast in both English
and Te Reo Maori and are streamed over the Internet (with Government funding).
http://www.irirangi.net .
Two of them, Radio Waatea and Ruia Mai, are mainly Te Reo Maori stations.
http://www.waatea603am.co.nz
http://www.ruiamai.co.nz
Movies
Next most popular are downloaded movies. Although we do have a very small Maori
film industry almost all of this downloaded content is the Hollywood version.
Textual Content
Textual content comes last in popularity behind the rest, and most of that popular
content is in the English language.
There are a few bilingual websites, or websites with bilingual content, and these too
are mostly government funded. Given that they are mostly textual and mostly about
government matters they are not very popular.
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http://www.tpk.govt.nz/default.asp
http://www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz
One of them however is the Ministry of Education’s main online resource repository
and it is very popular with schools and other educational bodies. It rates highly with
Maori for that reason.
http://www.tki.org.nz
There are also a growing number of tribal websites with varying amounts of bilingual
content. These are all self funded.
http://webdirectory.natlib.govt.nz/dir/en/nz/maori/maori-iwi

The Issues
The Cost of Bilingual or Multilingual Content
We are finding that the cost of producing bilingual content is prohibitive, without
government or corporate assistance.
In the early days we enthusiastically wrote our own code, developed our own
graphics, and maintained our own websites. It was all relatively simple then. But
since then the technology has become more sophisticated, enabling of course more
sophisticated presentation of content. The result is good business for website
development companies, but there are fewer amateur webmasters.
In my own technology company we are presently scoping a major bilingual project to
build a large online database of cultural and linguistic content in audio, audio/visual
and textual formats. However it will eventually cost us at least a million NZ dollars
and we will have to charge subscription fees to recoup our investment, unless we
can attract government and corporate sponsorship. The project is at least two years
away from being launched.
Spoken Cultures / Spoken Content
Maori people have shown us that they want access to the spoken language, to
music, and to the visual presentation of content.
While a primary and necessary mission of UNESCO is to foster literacy throughout
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the world, we need to acknowledge that most cultures are not literate cultures, even
after their peoples become literate. For most of us the written word is a valuable
adjunct to our lives, not central to it.
Most of our cultures are carried in storytelling, music, song and dance. Music is just
as important as language, and the primary form of language is the spoken language.
That is so in my Maori culture, and I understand it is so throughout Africa.
Maori people have shown that the content they want is that which is only accessible
via broadband. That message is loud and clear.
Broadband Technology for All
Telecommunications companies in many developed countries tend to be focused on
their existing terrestrial copper wire infrastructure to deliver broadband solutions
(ADSL), not because it is the best solution but because it is already there, because
there has been a huge investment in copper wire over the last 75 to 100 years, and
because that is what their engineers know.
For the rest of the world including Oceania and Africa I would think that satellite and
radio are the best investment options to reach the most people. Satellite also offers
the opportunity to build transnational networks and ISPs, thus spreading and
reducing the capital cost to poorer nations such as the island nations of the Pacific
and the nations of Africa, although for various reasons it remains prohibitively
expensive.
We need now to plan ahead to allow people to interact with the technology in ways
they prefer. Given that globally most people prefer the spoken word to the written,
we should be developing technologies to enable that spoken interactivity in
Cyberspace; such as voice recognition and voice translation perhaps.
That will present a real challenge to multilingualism in Cyberspace. The stuff of
science fiction; but science fiction does have a habit of becoming reality. Until very
recently Cyberspace itself was pure science fiction.
The Cost of Bandwidth
In Oceania, Africa and elsewhere I know that the cost of a simple dialup internet
access is beyond the means of most people, and the cost of broadband is
astronomical.
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So something must be done to remove the inequalities and inequities of access and
cost between the developed and developing nations, and between the rich and the
poor. And something must be done to remove the vested interests and inefficiencies
that conspire to keep the cost out of reach of most people. I would think that should
properly be a major consideration at the UN World Summit on the Information
Society in Tunis this coming November.
For I think I have shown that broadband is essential, now not later.
Technology Should Follow Content
The issue I have been leading to is this: the technology should be designed to deliver
content to ordinary people in the form that ordinary people prefer, and the form of
that content should not be driven by those whose main focus is on the written word.
That means broadband.
Summary
I can summarise my proposition in four questions:
1. What content do people really want?
2. What are the implications for multilingualism?
3. What is the appropriate technology to deliver that content, monolingual and
multilingual?
4. How will that technology reach the people?
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek4.html
Biography: Ross Nepia Himona
rhimona@maorinews.com
http://maaori.com/rhimona
Ross’ first 20-year career was as an officer in Ngati Tumatauenga (The Zealand
Army). Since 1982 he has been involved in Maori tribal and community
development. He owns and manages his own management services and technology
companies.
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Ross is acknowledged as a pioneer in the adoption of communications technology by
Maori. He has served on the Communications Sub-Commission of the New Zealand
National Commission of UNESCO, and has advised and worked alongside numerous
New Zealand Government agencies on ICT policy and implementation.
He spoke on “Fostering the Creation of Local Contents” at the WSIS Asia Pacific PreConference in Tokyo 13th – 15th January 2003.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
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This paper was presented to a UNESCO WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The issue I have been leading to is this: the
technology should be designed to deliver content to ordinary people in the form that
ordinary people prefer, and the form of that content should not be driven by those
whose main focus is on the written word - That means broadband.
The above is an excerpt. The paper is copied below, and can be downloaded in pdf
form in side bar of this page and from
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
UNESCO WSIS Thematic Meeting
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and Participation of All in Cyberspace
Bamako, Mali, Africa
6th - 7th May 2005
http://www.unesco.org/wsis/meetings/multilingualism
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(Aotearoa New Zealand)
Introduction
I am the founder, the kaumatua (elder), and a life member of Te Whanau Ipurangi
(The New Zealand Maori Internet Society). I am also a member of the Aotearoa
Maori Internet Organisation. Our members have been at the forefront of pioneering
and developing local indigenous Maori content in Cyberspace for the last nine or ten
years.
http://www.nzmis.org.nz
http://www.amio.maori.nz
Aotearoa New Zealand is a small country of about 3.8 million people in the South
West Pacific. The indigenous Maori people comprise about 15% of the population.
Other Polynesians and Pacific peoples comprise a further 7%. We are a relatively
well developed country although the indigenous people are still disadvantaged
compared to the general population. However, compared to most of the developing
world we are very well off.
Aotearoa New Zealand was colonised at about the same time as West Africa. For a
great many years our language, Te Reo Maori, was neglected by officialdom, and
even suppressed in the schools. But over the last 30 years we have mounted a
successful activist campaign to gain status for our language. Te Reo Maori, with
English, is now an official language with its own government funded Maori Language
Commission. Te Reo Maori is now taught in the schools and universities, and we
even have our own government funded system of Maori language pre-schools and
primary schools. Government also funds our network of tribal radio stations, and our
newly established Maori Television Service.
We have a mature and very well developed telecommunications network (there are
2.5 million cellular phone connections). Aotearoa New Zealand has one of the
highest rates of Internet access in the world. Most of the country is able to access by
dialup, and within the next two to three years most should have access to
broadband, although the cost of broadband remains prohibitive.
http://www.med.govt.nz/pbt/telecom/benchmarking/2004/2004-11.html
At the beginning of 1995 I was virtually the only Maori person in Cyberspace. In the
short time since then, just ten years, Maori access to the Internet has exploded.
72% of Maori now have access, an increase of 11% in the last year. We are not very
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far behind the overall figure for internet access in Aotearoa New Zealand (78%, up
10% in the last year).
Our indigenous Maori experience in Cyberspace may contain lessons for others.
What Content do Indigenous Maori People Access?
Just over two years ago, at the WSIS Asia Pacific Regional Pre-Conference in Tokyo
Japan, I said that we should acknowledge that the main use of this technology will
be for entertainment, and that it should be called IC&ET, not ICT. I said then that I
thought the people wanted access to entertainment; to music, to movies, and to
sport.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
Just two years further on that prediction has been proven correct. The latest Internet
usage survey shows that the most popular content for Maori people is music, online
games, radio and television, and movies; in that order. Text based content comes
last.
Music
The survey shows that first choice for Maori people is to access music. Given the
pervasiveness of the global western culture most of that music is from the global
popular culture. A small amount of Maori music is available on the Net and it is
readily downloaded when available.
http://www.maorimusic.com/catalog/default.php
Games
Next in popularity are collective and individual online games. At the moment none of
that content is in Te Reo Maori, the Maori language.
Television and Radio
Television and radio are close behind. This is a mixture of streamed broadcasts and
archived audio/visual and audio clips.
For the last fourteen months we have had a Government funded Maori Television
Service, set up after years of Maori activism and negotiation to protect and promote
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Te Reo Maori. Sadly the funding is not yet sufficient to allow the only Maori language
TV station to stream over the Internet.
http://www.maoritelevision.com
The government owned public television broadcaster, Television New Zealand, has a
15 minute Maori language news programme called Te Karere (The Herald), which is
archived online. It is becoming more popular as more Maori people get broadband
access.
http://xtra.co.nz/streaming/0,,11437,00.html
We have a network of tribal Maori radio stations, also funded by Government to
protect and promote Te Reo Maori. Most of those stations broadcast in both English
and Te Reo Maori and are streamed over the Internet (with Government funding).
http://www.irirangi.net .
Two of them, Radio Waatea and Ruia Mai, are mainly Te Reo Maori stations.
http://www.waatea603am.co.nz
http://www.ruiamai.co.nz
Movies
Next most popular are downloaded movies. Although we do have a very small Maori
film industry almost all of this downloaded content is the Hollywood version.
Textual Content
Textual content comes last in popularity behind the rest, and most of that popular
content is in the English language.
There are a few bilingual websites, or websites with bilingual content, and these too
are mostly government funded. Given that they are mostly textual and mostly about
government matters they are not very popular.
http://www.tpk.govt.nz/default.asp
http://www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz
One of them however is the Ministry of Education’s main online resource repository
and it is very popular with schools and other educational bodies. It rates highly with
Maori for that reason.
http://www.tki.org.nz
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There are also a growing number of tribal websites with varying amounts of bilingual
content. These are all self funded.
http://webdirectory.natlib.govt.nz/dir/en/nz/maori/maori-iwi

The Issues
The Cost of Bilingual or Multilingual Content
We are finding that the cost of producing bilingual content is prohibitive, without
government or corporate assistance.
In the early days we enthusiastically wrote our own code, developed our own
graphics, and maintained our own websites. It was all relatively simple then. But
since then the technology has become more sophisticated, enabling of course more
sophisticated presentation of content. The result is good business for website
development companies, but there are fewer amateur webmasters.
In my own technology company we are presently scoping a major bilingual project to
build a large online database of cultural and linguistic content in audio, audio/visual
and textual formats. However it will eventually cost us at least a million NZ dollars
and we will have to charge subscription fees to recoup our investment, unless we
can attract government and corporate sponsorship. The project is at least two years
away from being launched.
Spoken Cultures / Spoken Content
Maori people have shown us that they want access to the spoken language, to
music, and to the visual presentation of content.
While a primary and necessary mission of UNESCO is to foster literacy throughout
the world, we need to acknowledge that most cultures are not literate cultures, even
after their peoples become literate. For most of us the written word is a valuable
adjunct to our lives, not central to it.
Most of our cultures are carried in storytelling, music, song and dance. Music is just
as important as language, and the primary form of language is the spoken language.
That is so in my Maori culture, and I understand it is so throughout Africa.
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Maori people have shown that the content they want is that which is only accessible
via broadband. That message is loud and clear.
Broadband Technology for All
Telecommunications companies in many developed countries tend to be focused on
their existing terrestrial copper wire infrastructure to deliver broadband solutions
(ADSL), not because it is the best solution but because it is already there, because
there has been a huge investment in copper wire over the last 75 to 100 years, and
because that is what their engineers know.
For the rest of the world including Oceania and Africa I would think that satellite and
radio are the best investment options to reach the most people. Satellite also offers
the opportunity to build transnational networks and ISPs, thus spreading and
reducing the capital cost to poorer nations such as the island nations of the Pacific
and the nations of Africa, although for various reasons it remains prohibitively
expensive.
We need now to plan ahead to allow people to interact with the technology in ways
they prefer. Given that globally most people prefer the spoken word to the written,
we should be developing technologies to enable that spoken interactivity in
Cyberspace; such as voice recognition and voice translation perhaps.
That will present a real challenge to multilingualism in Cyberspace. The stuff of
science fiction; but science fiction does have a habit of becoming reality. Until very
recently Cyberspace itself was pure science fiction.
The Cost of Bandwidth
In Oceania, Africa and elsewhere I know that the cost of a simple dialup internet
access is beyond the means of most people, and the cost of broadband is
astronomical.
So something must be done to remove the inequalities and inequities of access and
cost between the developed and developing nations, and between the rich and the
poor. And something must be done to remove the vested interests and inefficiencies
that conspire to keep the cost out of reach of most people. I would think that should
properly be a major consideration at the UN World Summit on the Information
Society in Tunis this coming November.
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For I think I have shown that broadband is essential, now not later.
Technology Should Follow Content
The issue I have been leading to is this: the technology should be designed to deliver
content to ordinary people in the form that ordinary people prefer, and the form of
that content should not be driven by those whose main focus is on the written word.
That means broadband.
Summary
I can summarise my proposition in four questions:
1. What content do people really want?
2. What are the implications for multilingualism?
3. What is the appropriate technology to deliver that content, monolingual and
multilingual?
4. How will that technology reach the people?
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek4.html
Biography: Ross Nepia Himona
rhimona@maorinews.com
http://maaori.com/rhimona
Ross’ first 20-year career was as an officer in Ngati Tumatauenga (The Zealand
Army). Since 1982 he has been involved in Maori tribal and community
development. He owns and manages his own management services and technology
companies.
Ross is acknowledged as a pioneer in the adoption of communications technology by
Maori. He has served on the Communications Sub-Commission of the New Zealand
National Commission of UNESCO, and has advised and worked alongside numerous
New Zealand Government agencies on ICT policy and implementation.
He spoke on “Fostering the Creation of Local Contents” at the WSIS Asia Pacific PreConference in Tokyo 13th – 15th January 2003.
http://maorinews.com/writings/papers/speeches/commspek3.html
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ORIGINAL POST: A story about a boy who wanted to fly like a
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Reply to this post
Posted on Wednesday, 24 Aug 2005 at 12:01 pm
A story about a boy who wanted to fly like a bird

Once upon a time, a few months ago, I visited family. They live about six hours
driving- time away.

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

A day before I was due to return to my home in Christchurch, Rebecca, my
daughter, asked me to make sure I let her son Hapati know in plenty of time that I
was leaving, because she didn't want him upset and distraught like he was the last
time I left.

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]

Every now and again I thought about telling Hapati I would be leaving soon, but the
moments never seemed quite right. How to tell a three year old I am leaving,
without causing undue distress? This question was starting to distress me!

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

As it happened, the problem resolved itself. Hapati and I had been drawing on a
shared imaginary world and Hapati had been talking about wanting to be like a bird
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and fly away. So, when I told him I would be leaving soon, he responded by saying
he would fly down to see me in Christchurch. I told him to land on the tree outside
my bedroom window so I could open the window and let him in.

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

I left with a warm feeling and when I got back to Christchurch I often felt as if Hapati
was close by. Such was my good feeling that I told my artist mother of the
arrangement and asked if she could do a picture of Hapati landing in the tree outside
my window.

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

She did

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]

I then had a copy made of it and sent the copy to Hapati. Pleased with my efforts, I
waited with anticipation to hear back.

Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Another daughter, Tasha, happened to be visiting from Australia, and she phoned
and reported they got the picture and liked it and Rebecca had hung it on the wall by
Hapati's bed. A few days later I happened to be talking to Rebecca and asked if
Hapati liked the picture. She replied yes, but that he had wanted a bird-face.
I then recalled how, when I talked with Hapati about flying, he described how he
would fly with wings and the bird face and how I had replied "No! You don't want a
bird face - you don't want to cover your beautiful face." He had been insistent. He
had wanted a bird face.
After I hung up the phone and realised how I had totally ignored Hapati's wishes, I
felt awful. Here I was, trying to develop the kind of research that would address
communication and mis-communication and therefore deepen understanding, and I
couldn't even accept that he wanted a bird-face.
I thought about why I hadn't wanted to hear Hapati's request. It wasn't that I really
had any issues about feathers covering his "beautiful face," because I'm fine about
masks and face paint. Nor was it about me wanting my own way, or exerting power,
though of course, that was the manifestation.
I realised the issue was one of fear. I wanted Hapati to keep his human form. He
could have wings - like an angel or cupid, but I did not want him to look like he was
a bird or that he had been turned into a bird. In stories I had grown up with, children
could ride on the backs of big birds or, like Peter Pan, develop wings and fly. If, on
the other hand, children became like animals, it was always because of a curse or
witch's spell. I didn't want Hapati to be turned into a bird and not come back to his
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human form ...
Did I - a grown adult - really think that when I ignored a three-year old's wish for a
bird face? Well, yes, it was my first response. But when I reflected on it, I came to
see how much my initial response was culturally conditioned. I hadn't thought to
question it. I realised afterwards that Hapati had not been conditioned into thinking a
bird, a lesser form of life. I appreciated also that other cultures and people from
other backgrounds will have different stories and therefore different responses to
images of birds and ideas of flight.
I wouldn't have been aware of my own prejudice, had Rebecca not told me of
Hapati's response.
I asked my mother if she could do another picture, this time with the bird face.
She did.

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]

In his poem, The Holiness of Minute Particulars, William Blake writes:
Labour well the minute particulars
Attend to the little ones...
S/He who would do good to another
Must do it in minute particulars
General good is the plea of the
Scoundrel, hypocrite and flatterer.
For art and science cannot exist
But in minutely organised particulars.
I would add - yes, but in order to see the importance of "the minute particulars" and
"attend to the little ones," some of us need honest feedback, and time for a little
reflection.
My research seeks to create spaces where people feel they can express what they
truly feel and think. For myself, I do appreciate it when this happens, especially, as
with Hapati wanting to fly like a bird, I am reminded of my own cultural prejudgments or prejudices.
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Post a reply to A story about a boy who wanted to fly
like a bird!
Subject

more]

:: Downloads

Re: A story about a boy who wanted to fly like a bird!
Name/Nickname (optional)

Ross_Himona.pdf (30.5 KB)

Text of your topic

\\\\
Himona_Bamako_speech.pdf (35.9 KB)

Ross Himona's Bamako speech

Are you familiar with this study?
I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
Image
Upload image for this post:
Submit Reply

Browse...

Cancel
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like a bird
Once upon a time, a few months ago, I visited family. They live about six hours
driving- time away.
A day before I was due to return to my home in Christchurch, Rebecca, my
daughter, asked me to make sure I let her son Hapati know in plenty of time that I
was leaving, because she didn't want him upset and distraught like he was the last
time I left.
Every now and again I thought about telling Hapati I would be leaving soon, but the
moments never seemed quite right. How to tell a three year old I am leaving,
without causing undue distress? This question was starting to distress me!
As it happened, the problem resolved itself. Hapati and I had been drawing on a
shared imaginary world and Hapati had been talking about wanting to be like a bird
and fly away. So, when I told him I would be leaving soon, he responded by saying
he would fly down to see me in Christchurch. I told him to land on the tree outside
my bedroom window so I could open the window and let him in.
I left with a warm feeling and when I got back to Christchurch I often felt as if Hapati
was close by. Such was my good feeling that I told my artist mother of the
arrangement and asked if she could do a picture of Hapati landing in the tree outside
my window.
She did
I then had a copy made of it and sent the copy to Hapati. Pleased with my efforts, I
waited with anticipation to hear back.
Another daughter, Tasha, happened to be visiting from Australia, and she phoned
and reported they got the picture and liked it and Rebecca had hung it on the wall by
Hapati's bed. A few days later I happened to be talking to Rebecca and asked if
Hapati liked the picture. She replied yes, but that he had wanted a bird-face.
I then recalled how, when I talked with Hapati about flying, he described how he
would fly with wings and the bird face and how I had replied "No! You don't want a
bird face - you don't want to cover your beautiful face." He had been insistent. He
had wanted a bird face.
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After I hung up the phone and realised how I had totally ignored Hapati's wishes, I
felt awful. Here I was, trying to develop the kind of research that would address
communication and mis-communication and therefore deepen understanding, and I
couldn't even accept that he wanted a bird-face.
I thought about why I hadn't wanted to hear Hapati's request. It wasn't that I really
had any issues about feathers covering his "beautiful face," because I'm fine about
masks and face paint. Nor was it about me wanting my own way, or exerting power,
though of course, that was the manifestation.
I realised the issue was one of fear. I wanted Hapati to keep his human form. He
could have wings - like an angel or cupid, but I did not want him to look like he was
a bird or that he had been turned into a bird. In stories I had grown up with, children
could ride on the backs of big birds or, like Peter Pan, develop wings and fly. If, on
the other hand, children became like animals, it was always because of a curse or
witch's spell. I didn't want Hapati to be turned into a bird and not come back to his
human form ...
Did I - a grown adult - really think that when I ignored a three-year old's wish for a
bird face? Well, yes, it was my first response. But when I reflected on it, I came to
see how much my initial response was culturally conditioned. I hadn't thought to
question it. I realised afterwards that Hapati had not been conditioned into thinking a
bird, a lesser form of life. I appreciated also that other cultures and people from
other backgrounds will have different stories and therefore different responses to
images of birds and ideas of flight.
I wouldn't have been aware of my own prejudice, had Rebecca not told me of
Hapati's response.
I asked my mother if she could do another picture, this time with the bird face.
She did.
In his poem, The Holiness of Minute Particulars, William Blake writes:
Labour well the minute particulars
Attend to the little ones...
S/He who would do good to another
Must do it in minute particulars
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General good is the plea of the
Scoundrel, hypocrite and flatterer.
For art and science cannot exist
But in minutely organised particulars.
I would add - yes, but in order to see the importance of "the minute particulars" and
"attend to the little ones," some of us need honest feedback, and time for a little
reflection.
My research seeks to create spaces where people feel they can express what they
truly feel and think. For myself, I do appreciate it when this happens, especially, as
with Hapati wanting to fly like a bird, I am reminded of my own cultural prejudgments or prejudices.
Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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ORIGINAL POST: After swimming for a long time you finally… a poem by
Danielle O’Halloran

Reply to this post

Posted by Danielle O’Halloran on Wednesday, 24 Aug 2005 at 6:22 pm
After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go
To the island
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=200&CategoryID=2 (1 of 6)16/8/2006 2:06:07 AM

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back
to where you came from
Until you have turned
Spiral dance
Circles
times infnity
Returning
And re
Turning
returning and re turning
And turning you turn to face
your own face
Turning as fast as time.
This would be in outer space except
you are in the space, where
Inner and outer meet.

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

Face to face
Island to island
Home to home.
By Danielle O’Halloran copyright 2005-08-24
1. Re: After swimming for a long time you finally… a poem by Danielle
O’Halloran

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Reply to this post

Posted by Roselinde on Wednesday, 28 Sep 2005 at 12:39 am (This person has seen
the video)
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=200&CategoryID=2 (2 of 6)16/8/2006 2:06:07 AM

All are welcome to attend this sociology
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in this discussion section by replying to this
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Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if you would tell what your poem was inspired by.
Thank you
1. Re: After swimming for a long time you finally… a poem by Danielle
O’Halloran

Reply to this post

Posted by Danielle on Thursday, 06 Oct 2005 at 3:00 pm (This person is unfamiliar
with the study)
Thankyou for your interest Rosalie.
This poem reflects on identity issues and the connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of a sense of identity. The repetition in the poem could be
read both as an instruction heard externally for the speaker in the poem and a
reflection on an internal longing.
As part of an interconnected community of families that come from many different
parts of the world - I am at once home in Aotearoa New Zealand - but also feel
connected to other parts of the world where my family has come from such as
Samoa, Ireland and England.
This poem reaches for a balance between a sense of imagined identity and a real
connection to place, space and time - which may include oceans, lands, peoples, etc.
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back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
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After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go
To the island
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back to where you came from
Go back to where you came from
And the island says
Go back
to where you came from
Until you have turned
Spiral dance
Circles
times infnity
Returning
And re
Turning
returning and re turning
And turning you turn to face
your own face
Turning as fast as time.
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This would be in outer space except
you are in the space, where
Inner and outer meet.
Face to face
Island to island
Home to home.
By Danielle O’Halloran copyright 2005-08-24
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Reply to this post

Posted on Tuesday, 04 Oct 2005 at 9:29 pm
SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-1004
Theme: Promoting Social Critique
Sociology has as a core competence the analysis and critique of social institutions
and processes, both through theory and research. Does our work engage with the
policies and practices that are current today? Does our teaching, research and
publishing, in one or more specific areas, challenge, improve or change the way
society operates? What is the balance between a comfortable lifestyle and pushing
critique to create better or fairer communities?
Keynote Speaker: Professor Marilyn Taylor
Urban Governance and Regeneration
http://www.built-environment.uwe.ac.uk/staff/staffDetails.asp?StaffID=m3-taylor
Venue: Eastern Institute of Technology
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Taradale, Hawke's Bay, New Zealand
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am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
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ORIGINAL POST: Sociology Seminar: Building New University-Community
Connections

Reply to this post

Posted by Hazel on Sunday, 05 Mar 2006 at 2:48 pm
All are welcome to attend this sociology seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this message at any time.
Seminar on:
Building new University-Community Connections with Film and Web Technologies.
Room 252, Level 2, Link Block, Psychology, Sociology and Anthropology, University
of Canterbury
Friday March 10, 2006
10.00-11.30am

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
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Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

ways of constructing local communities and connecting them with the university?
Could some new forms of inter- or cross- disciplinary cooperation support this to
good effect? A new participatory research methodology, and the social and creative
arts theory in which it is embedded will be explained, and its effectiveness as a tool
for university-community connectivity explored. Film excerpts will be shown in the
presentation.
Biography
Hazel Ashton is a PhD candidate. She has worked on participatory community ICT
and creative arts projects. While at university, she has sought out theories and
theorists that could be useful in understanding what is happening in the everyday
lives of people in their communities, and how they might identify and realise their
possibilities.
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All are welcome to attend this sociology seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this message at any time.
Seminar on:
Building new University-Community Connections with Film and Web Technologies.
Room 252, Level 2, Link Block, Psychology, Sociology and Anthropology, University
of Canterbury
Friday March 10, 2006
10.00-11.30am
Abstract
Can accessible film and web technologies be adapted for new more participatory
ways of constructing local communities and connecting them with the university?
Could some new forms of inter- or cross- disciplinary cooperation support this to
good effect? A new participatory research methodology, and the social and creative
arts theory in which it is embedded will be explained, and its effectiveness as a tool
for university-community connectivity explored. Film excerpts will be shown in the
presentation.
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Biography
Hazel Ashton is a PhD candidate. She has worked on participatory community ICT
and creative arts projects. While at university, she has sought out theories and
theorists that could be useful in understanding what is happening in the everyday
lives of people in their communities, and how they might identify and realise their
possibilities.
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ORIGINAL POST: Thanks and update:

Reply to this post

Posted on Monday, 12 Jun 2006 at 8:17 pm (This person has seen the video)
Thanks again to all who have been involved in The Silent Connectors research
project. The film script has been written, based around the responses. The reason
not much is happening on this site is that I've been fully engaged with writing up the
doctoral thesis. I'm currently making arrangements for the filming of the script early
next year, and look forward to inviting people to a celebratory Grand Premiere. This
will also be an opportunity for more feedback. In 2007 I will be refocusing this
website and getting it to hum once again:)
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people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
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Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]
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Thanks again to all who have been involved in The Silent Connectors research
project. The film script has been written, based around the responses. The reason
not much is happening on this site is that I've been fully engaged with writing up the
doctoral thesis. I'm currently making arrangements for the filming of the script early
next year, and look forward to inviting people to a celebratory Grand Premiere. This
will also be an opportunity for more feedback. In 2007 I will be refocusing this
website and getting it to hum once again:)
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a bird Once upon a time, a few months
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ORIGINAL POST: Excerpts from interview with John Wardle
(1997)

Reply to this post
Posted on Sunday, 22 May 2005 at 10:25 pm

I was housebound to a large degree, not especially, but more than
others. My reason was a wheelchair but a lot of people are housebound
and the reason is not a wheelchair, its attitude. The reason is they've
not got anything to go out to in their community for. They have a lot; well I guess it
is fear. I have had this argument and discussion many times that [computer]
modems going to make people stay in their houses, but the problem started long
before computers, they were there all ready. Since family units have broken up. I
think the world wars had a lot to do with and the breakdown of the extended family.
People are isolated. People's perception of the fears is worse than they really exist…
anyway back to the modem, the problem of isolation existed before the modem. The
modem will only really get people talking to each other. Everyone got really excited
about the real benefit of talking over thousands of miles but that isn't the real
benefit. The real benefit is talking over the yard by people who are isolated in their
own homes.
Communication as a tool is badly neglected
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I have a strong belief that communication as a tool in community is badly neglected.
It can achieve a lot more for a lot more people in a shorter time. Before you can
start with anything you need to turn peoples attitudes around. People need to see
things over a period of time. When they're ready they'll change and become more
involved.
Everyone has something to offer
For me it's always been so incredibly obvious that when some people have and other
people haven't it goes both ways. There's always skills or friendship to swap in some
way. There are lonely people and there are people who like to communicate… When
we started PLEBS the slogan I liked was that "everyone has something to offer." It's
just a matter of finding it and society doesn't have to balance. We don't always have
to get back what you get out because you receive it back with your own attitude to
yourself, your own karma. We don't have to get it back. Once you start measuring it,
genuine community starts to go down.
The distrust that starts in a neighbourhood reflects right across the world
… I'm bringing up a family here and I want more than this little square yard to be
their home I want the whole area to be their home. I want my wife and child to feel
safe. I want them to see friendly faces although I’m hesitant to always mention the
security factor, I think not being robbed, its a minor part, but I do want them to feel
safe when they walk the streets. I decided this is where I wanted to put my efforts.
You can’t just sit back in life and take; you’ve got to be involved. I used to be part of
large of large organisations that were part of international organisations but after a
while you get sick of not seeing anything positive happen. Sometimes you feel you're
just throwing your time away. Sure the world problems are great but sometimes you
want to be part of something where you can see an immediate result, to see your
efforts having an effect. I strongly believe that if everyone had a little less
involvement in the international problems and got back to their own neighbourhoods
and cities then the international problems would probably go away. A lot of it is
because of the attitudes within the individual, the thoughts and perceptions that
people grow up with. The distrust that starts in a neighbourhood reflects right across
the world as it influences the whole attitude of countries and the attitudes they are
brought up with. So if we can change our community into friendly places then the
world becomes a friendlier place.
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Nothing can start without effective communication - community paper
My feeling that nothing could start without effective communication working on the
basis that the most ineffective - excuse the word, person can read and that's not
very threatening and if we can give them thoughts and ideas and show them
through communication where they can go. The first step is to reach the people to
actually get them to participate and hopefully one day they will pick up the phone or
go and join. I do believe the most effective residents group must be based around an
effective communication otherwise they become these small elite groups not
knowing what community wants and projecting their feelings on the community. I
don't think that any residents group or community group has much of a chance if it
doesn't communicate to all its members.
Utopian ideals for motivating people
You’ve got to have an ideal of what it could be to make it perfect even if you don't
think it ever could be and in some ways you don't want it ever to be that way. I
think that most people in community groups are addressing that particular problem.
We tend to think of community as the end product, but the end product is so ill
defined. It's so hard to work out what it is. And we don't really think its possible so
we don't give it much thought. I don't anyway. In regard to urban communities we
often talk about the village aspect of trying to re-create the country village in the
city with people knowing each and taking some responsibility, which is probably the
idea we're heading for. But it's a flawed idea anyway, because if you go out to any
small community there's lots of sour grapes and gossip and negativity but that's
okay, it's a dam sight better than it is in the cities anyway.
Social Movement Organisations
I would like to make a cautious prediction that this kind of SMO is on the wane. I
believe the main reason for this is because people are increasingly finding it difficult
to effect change within these large kinds of movements. And in large movements,
unless there is a single issue, it is difficult to get consensus. I think that we will see a
resurgence of urban social movements, which focus on local areas and through this,
deal with wider issues.
People’s fears keep them away
There's a line between being responsible for other people and not being nosy, or not
sticking your nose in where it’s not welcome. There's a fine line sometimes. People’s
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fears keep them away, far away. It doesn't have to be like that. I remember a young
Polynesian guy that wanted to help us. He saw I had a disability and offered to mow
the lawns. My natural suspicion was there. I didn't feel very good about it. The guy
just wanted to help.
It takes good communication to find that kind word or spare cabbage its most
welcome home
It’s a sad state of affairs when someone is in need and someone is offering, but the
two cannot find each other. In modern cities this is very common. Effective
community needs good information to happen. Without it we have tragic waste. This
can be in the form of loneliness and isolation of food, goods and energy. It takes
good communication to find that kind word or spare cabbage its most welcome
home.
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I was housebound to a large degree, not especially, but more than others. My reason
was a wheelchair but a lot of people are housebound and the reason is not a
wheelchair, its attitude. The reason is they've not got anything to go out to in their
community for. They have a lot; well I guess it is fear. I have had this argument and
discussion many times that [computer] modems going to make people stay in their
houses, but the problem started long before computers, they were there all ready.
Since family units have broken up. I think the world wars had a lot to do with and
the breakdown of the extended family. People are isolated. People's perception of
the fears is worse than they really exist… anyway back to the modem, the problem
of isolation existed before the modem. The modem will only really get people talking
to each other. Everyone got really excited about the real benefit of talking over
thousands of miles but that isn't the real benefit. The real benefit is talking over the
yard by people who are isolated in their own homes.
Communication as a tool is badly neglected
I have a strong belief that communication as a tool in community is badly neglected.
It can achieve a lot more for a lot more people in a shorter time. Before you can
start with anything you need to turn peoples attitudes around. People need to see
things over a period of time. When they're ready they'll change and become more
involved.
Everyone has something to offer
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For me it's always been so incredibly obvious that when some people have and other
people haven't it goes both ways. There's always skills or friendship to swap in some
way. There are lonely people and there are people who like to communicate… When
we started PLEBS the slogan I liked was that "everyone has something to offer." It's
just a matter of finding it and society doesn't have to balance. We don't always have
to get back what you get out because you receive it back with your own attitude to
yourself, your own karma. We don't have to get it back. Once you start measuring it,
genuine community starts to go down.
The distrust that starts in a neighbourhood reflects right across the world
… I'm bringing up a family here and I want more than this little square yard to be
their home I want the whole area to be their home. I want my wife and child to feel
safe. I want them to see friendly faces although I’m hesitant to always mention the
security factor, I think not being robbed, its a minor part, but I do want them to feel
safe when they walk the streets. I decided this is where I wanted to put my efforts.
You can’t just sit back in life and take; you’ve got to be involved. I used to be part of
large of large organisations that were part of international organisations but after a
while you get sick of not seeing anything positive happen. Sometimes you feel you're
just throwing your time away. Sure the world problems are great but sometimes you
want to be part of something where you can see an immediate result, to see your
efforts having an effect. I strongly believe that if everyone had a little less
involvement in the international problems and got back to their own neighbourhoods
and cities then the international problems would probably go away. A lot of it is
because of the attitudes within the individual, the thoughts and perceptions that
people grow up with. The distrust that starts in a neighbourhood reflects right across
the world as it influences the whole attitude of countries and the attitudes they are
brought up with. So if we can change our community into friendly places then the
world becomes a friendlier place.
Nothing can start without effective communication - community paper
My feeling that nothing could start without effective communication working on the
basis that the most ineffective - excuse the word, person can read and that's not
very threatening and if we can give them thoughts and ideas and show them
through communication where they can go. The first step is to reach the people to
actually get them to participate and hopefully one day they will pick up the phone or
go and join. I do believe the most effective residents group must be based around an
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effective communication otherwise they become these small elite groups not
knowing what community wants and projecting their feelings on the community. I
don't think that any residents group or community group has much of a chance if it
doesn't communicate to all its members.
Utopian ideals for motivating people
You’ve got to have an ideal of what it could be to make it perfect even if you don't
think it ever could be and in some ways you don't want it ever to be that way. I
think that most people in community groups are addressing that particular problem.
We tend to think of community as the end product, but the end product is so ill
defined. It's so hard to work out what it is. And we don't really think its possible so
we don't give it much thought. I don't anyway. In regard to urban communities we
often talk about the village aspect of trying to re-create the country village in the
city with people knowing each and taking some responsibility, which is probably the
idea we're heading for. But it's a flawed idea anyway, because if you go out to any
small community there's lots of sour grapes and gossip and negativity but that's
okay, it's a dam sight better than it is in the cities anyway.
Social Movement Organisations
I would like to make a cautious prediction that this kind of SMO is on the wane. I
believe the main reason for this is because people are increasingly finding it difficult
to effect change within these large kinds of movements. And in large movements,
unless there is a single issue, it is difficult to get consensus. I think that we will see a
resurgence of urban social movements, which focus on local areas and through this,
deal with wider issues.
People’s fears keep them away
There's a line between being responsible for other people and not being nosy, or not
sticking your nose in where it’s not welcome. There's a fine line sometimes. People’s
fears keep them away, far away. It doesn't have to be like that. I remember a young
Polynesian guy that wanted to help us. He saw I had a disability and offered to mow
the lawns. My natural suspicion was there. I didn't feel very good about it. The guy
just wanted to help.
It takes good communication to find that kind word or spare cabbage its most
welcome home
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It’s a sad state of affairs when someone is in need and someone is offering, but the
two cannot find each other. In modern cities this is very common. Effective
community needs good information to happen. Without it we have tragic waste. This
can be in the form of loneliness and isolation of food, goods and energy. It takes
good communication to find that kind word or spare cabbage its most welcome
home.
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Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

Posted on Tuesday, 19 Apr 2005 at 12:30 pm
My personal benchmark for “local” is the rural tribal village where I was
born and raised, before I left for the city and for greater opportunities…
Whenever a new policy or a new technology is introduced I find it
instructive to imagine myself sitting in the sun with the tribal elders
discussing the probable impact on our village. In most cases, our village
perspective is ignored by the policy makers, for they are city people, in
a far off capital, and often do not even know that we have a different perspective.
For formatted pdf copy of this paper please click bottom right.
Ross Himona's site: http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/rhimona/
Introduction
I am the founder and kaumatua/elder, and a life member, of the New Zealand Maori
Internet Society. Members of NZMIS have been at the forefront of pioneering and
developing local indigenous Maori content on the Internet for the last seven or eight
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years.
My personal benchmark for “local” is the rural tribal village where I was born and
raised, before I left for the city and for greater opportunities. For decades I have
commuted the four hours to our village to remain involved, and to contribute my city
found skills and knowledge to our rural and village affairs. It brings me down to
earth.
Whenever a new policy or a new technology is introduced I find it instructive to
imagine myself sitting in the sun with the tribal elders discussing the probable
impact on our village. In most cases, our village perspective is ignored by the policy
makers, for they are city people, in a far off capital, and often do not even know that
we have a different perspective. I am often at odds with policy makers.
I want to focus on three aspects of local content:
content by local people for local people,
content that local people want, and
how best to engage the people.
Content by Local People for Local People
The people want to see themselves in this new media, as they do in any other
media. They want to read, or preferably listen to, stories about themselves.
The people of my village, whether they live at home or like me, live out in the
diaspora, want access to the stories of our village and our tribe. Those who live away
from home want access to our whakapapa or remembered stories and genealogy, for
that is the basis of Maori culture. They want news about Maori people everywhere.
We are finding that those with broadband access really appreciate video news clips
and interviews. And we are discovering too that they want to learn the Maori
language via the Internet. These things are important to Maori. They want access to
their own culture, and they want the medium to reflect themselves.
And for them, like most others on the Internet, email is the killer application - the
ability to stay in touch with friends and family, across Aotearoa New Zealand and for
many of our families, across the world.
Content that Local People Want
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The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]
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However, an often ignored aspect of this new Information & Communication
Technology (ICT) is Entertainment. This medium is also about Entertainment. It
should rightly be called IC&ET.
Those of us at this conference are representative of an elite, and we tend to focus on
the things that are important to us and to that elite. We focus on information and
knowledge, on culture and education, on communication and on the technology itself.
But the people themselves mostly just want to be entertained. In addition to their
own Maori culture my people want access to the mass culture. They want access to
music and video games, movies and sport.
The adoption of the Music CD, VCR and digital TV technologies by poor people in my
country puts the lie to the concept of a digital divide in Aotearoa New Zealand. Poor
people adopted those quite expensive technologies regardless of their economic
circumstances, and they adopted and paid for access to those technologies in order
to gain access to Entertainment, i.e. to music, movies and sport. In the poorest
areas of Aotearoa New Zealand houses and shacks bristle with CD players, VCRs and
digital TV dishes.
They don’t yet bristle with computers, for the simple reason that there is very little
of interest to local people on the Internet. There is no content that would excite their
interest. The so-called “digital divide” is as much a content and a cultural divide as
an economic divide.
The challenge is to compete with entertainment for the attention of the people.

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
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After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]

What Does Excite the Interest of the “People”
They want to be engaged through the imagination rather than the intellect.
Entertainment does that.
Content that is important to politicians, bureaucrats, businesspeople and academics
tends to try to engage the intellect first, and it bores people, and does not engage
them.
The rule should be to engage the imagination first and foremost, and only then to
engage the intellect.
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So the proper people to be developing content for and with the people are poets and
storytellers, visual artists, and increasingly as bandwidth broadens, filmmakers.
Whether you are a politician or a bureaucrat, a business person or an academic, you
should be paying creative writers and artists to produce your content.
In fostering the production of local content, we should elevate the creative and
imaginative capacity of local communities to at least the same level as the
intellectual. We should bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.
The Creative Imperative
There are also sound economic reasons for that, for the fastest growing sector of the
global economy today is the creative sector.
Creativity is the new economic driver, and in my opinion the new society is the
“creative society”, not the “information society” or the “knowledge society”. And the
most important task for us today is to nuture the release of the creative potential of
our people. That can only be done at the local level, at the grassroots or flaxroots
level where the people are. It cannot be done globally or nationally.
And the most important role of the new technologies is to facilitate the release of
that creative potential.
Summary
People want local content that reflects their own culture and reflects themselves.
Entertainment is what the masses seek from all media, rather than information. We
have to compete with that.
Engage with the people through the imagination.
Bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.
Fostering the Creation of Local Contents
by Ross N Himona
for the Round Table on Cultural Diversity in Knowledge Societies in Asia and the
Pacific
13th January 2003; 10:30 – 12:15
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My personal benchmark for “local” is the rural tribal village where I was born and
raised, before I left for the city and for greater opportunities…Whenever a new policy
or a new technology is introduced I find it instructive to imagine myself sitting in the
sun with the tribal elders discussing the probable impact on our village. In most
cases, our village perspective is ignored by the policy makers, for they are city
people, in a far off capital, and often do not even know that we have a different
perspective. For formatted pdf copy of this paper please click bottom right.
Ross Himona's site: http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/rhimona/
Introduction
I am the founder and kaumatua/elder, and a life member, of the New Zealand Maori
Internet Society. Members of NZMIS have been at the forefront of pioneering and
developing local indigenous Maori content on the Internet for the last seven or eight
years.
My personal benchmark for “local” is the rural tribal village where I was born and
raised, before I left for the city and for greater opportunities. For decades I have
commuted the four hours to our village to remain involved, and to contribute my city
found skills and knowledge to our rural and village affairs. It brings me down to
earth.
Whenever a new policy or a new technology is introduced I find it instructive to
imagine myself sitting in the sun with the tribal elders discussing the probable
impact on our village. In most cases, our village perspective is ignored by the policy
makers, for they are city people, in a far off capital, and often do not even know that
we have a different perspective. I am often at odds with policy makers.
I want to focus on three aspects of local content:
content by local people for local people,
content that local people want, and
how best to engage the people.
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Content by Local People for Local People
The people want to see themselves in this new media, as they do in any other
media. They want to read, or preferably listen to, stories about themselves.
The people of my village, whether they live at home or like me, live out in the
diaspora, want access to the stories of our village and our tribe. Those who live away
from home want access to our whakapapa or remembered stories and genealogy, for
that is the basis of Maori culture. They want news about Maori people everywhere.
We are finding that those with broadband access really appreciate video news clips
and interviews. And we are discovering too that they want to learn the Maori
language via the Internet. These things are important to Maori. They want access to
their own culture, and they want the medium to reflect themselves.
And for them, like most others on the Internet, email is the killer application - the
ability to stay in touch with friends and family, across Aotearoa New Zealand and for
many of our families, across the world.
Content that Local People Want
However, an often ignored aspect of this new Information & Communication
Technology (ICT) is Entertainment. This medium is also about Entertainment. It
should rightly be called IC&ET.
Those of us at this conference are representative of an elite, and we tend to focus on
the things that are important to us and to that elite. We focus on information and
knowledge, on culture and education, on communication and on the technology itself.
But the people themselves mostly just want to be entertained. In addition to their
own Maori culture my people want access to the mass culture. They want access to
music and video games, movies and sport.
The adoption of the Music CD, VCR and digital TV technologies by poor people in my
country puts the lie to the concept of a digital divide in Aotearoa New Zealand. Poor
people adopted those quite expensive technologies regardless of their economic
circumstances, and they adopted and paid for access to those technologies in order
to gain access to Entertainment, i.e. to music, movies and sport. In the poorest
areas of Aotearoa New Zealand houses and shacks bristle with CD players, VCRs and
digital TV dishes.
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They don’t yet bristle with computers, for the simple reason that there is very little
of interest to local people on the Internet. There is no content that would excite their
interest. The so-called “digital divide” is as much a content and a cultural divide as
an economic divide.
The challenge is to compete with entertainment for the attention of the people.
What Does Excite the Interest of the “People”
They want to be engaged through the imagination rather than the intellect.
Entertainment does that.
Content that is important to politicians, bureaucrats, businesspeople and academics
tends to try to engage the intellect first, and it bores people, and does not engage
them.
The rule should be to engage the imagination first and foremost, and only then to
engage the intellect.
So the proper people to be developing content for and with the people are poets and
storytellers, visual artists, and increasingly as bandwidth broadens, filmmakers.
Whether you are a politician or a bureaucrat, a business person or an academic, you
should be paying creative writers and artists to produce your content.
In fostering the production of local content, we should elevate the creative and
imaginative capacity of local communities to at least the same level as the
intellectual. We should bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.
The Creative Imperative
There are also sound economic reasons for that, for the fastest growing sector of the
global economy today is the creative sector.
Creativity is the new economic driver, and in my opinion the new society is the
“creative society”, not the “information society” or the “knowledge society”. And the
most important task for us today is to nuture the release of the creative potential of
our people. That can only be done at the local level, at the grassroots or flaxroots
level where the people are. It cannot be done globally or nationally.
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And the most important role of the new technologies is to facilitate the release of
that creative potential.
Summary
People want local content that reflects their own culture and reflects themselves.
Entertainment is what the masses seek from all media, rather than information. We
have to compete with that.
Engage with the people through the imagination.
Bring the artists from the margins into the mainstream.
Fostering the Creation of Local Contents
by Ross N Himona
for the Round Table on Cultural Diversity in Knowledge Societies in Asia and the
Pacific
13th January 2003; 10:30 – 12:15
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New Zealand Registered Comprehensive Nurse

1999
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology – 1 x 200 level and 2 x
300 level Business Administration papers plus 9 x Sociology papers that
included 2 x Sociological Theory
2000

Bachelor of Arts First Class Honours Degree in Sociology

2002

Master of Arts Degree in Sociology

http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=26 (1 of 5)16/8/2006 2:08:02 AM

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
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Employment History
2003-

Free-lance researcher

Commissioned by the Waimakariri District Council – Policy and Strategy
team - to investigate the social impact of Residential 1 Zone standards
on the people living in multi-united developments within the zone.
Also, other contracts with the Waimakariri District Council to set up a
database and enter data on to an SPSS database, analyse the data and
write a draft report for each project.
Various contracts as research assistant at University of Canterbury and
Lincoln University. Work included literature searches, data entry and
analysis.

2001-2003

Analyst
Evaluation & Auditing Services Ltd

Responsible for data entry, analyzing data and writing reports. For
facilitating the completion of evaluation surveys by Queen Mary
Hospital clients.
2000-2001
Motel minding and motel housekeeping duties to
supplement Student Allowance while completing University studies.
1995-1997

Self-employed

Established own consultancy business in Change Management;
developed training packages and presented seminars to people
in the health, business and education sectors in Christchurch. Also
provided individual consultations to people in business and health
sectors.
Co-tutor
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Contracted by the Christchurch Small Business Enterprise Centre to
train unemployed people through Job Action to acquire job ready skills.
Funding and students from New Zealand Employment Service.
1992-1994

Community Mental Health Nurse
Northland Health Ltd

Responsible for delivering a community-based nursing service to
mentally ill clients and their families, for promoting mental health
to schools, caregiver support groups and community groups.
1991-1992

Public Health Nurse
Northland Health Ltd

Responsible for health of designated community from birth to death,
providing public health serviced to rural and urban schools,
promoting health and wellness to health initiatives including maraebased initiatives.

1989-1991

Staff Nurse
Northland Health Ltd

Worked in surgical and psychiatric wards.
1978-1986

Customer Services Officer
New Zealand Insurance Co.

Responsible for reception duties and advising agencies such as
Banks, lawyers and independent insurance agents.
1965-

Reared four children

1962-1964

General Nursing Student
Rotorua Hospital

http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=26 (3 of 5)16/8/2006 2:08:02 AM

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Professional Development
1996
Dale Carnegie Leadership Course 14 weeks
Accounting for Non-Accountants at NZIM Accredited Workshop
Facilitator for Fuller Life Maps (International Goal Setting Tool)
1995
“Be Your Own Boss” 6 week course Christchurch Small
Business Enterprise Centre
1992

Cervical Screening Educator
Certificate Asthma Nurse Educator
Certificate Diabetes Nurse Educator

1991
hours

Certificate in Community Nursing 21 modules over 95

1986-1988

Training at Northland Polytechnic for Nursing Registration

1981-1984
Institute NZ

Completed 5 papers towards Associate Insurance

1962-1964

General nursing training at Rotorua Hospital

Plus multiple workshops for counselling, personal and professional
development e.g. Working with adults who were sexually abused as
children, Conflict Resolution, Grief Resolution, Crisis Intervention
Community Involvement
1975-1977

Secretary for Pakaraka School Committee

1975-1982

Cub Leader Ohaeawai Air Scouts

1990-1992

Executive Northland Mental Health Trust

1991-1992

Board of Trustees Maunu Health Camp
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1993-1994

Executive Child Abuse Prevention Society

1991-1994

Member of International Training in Communication

1995-1998
SWAP (Self-employed With A Purpose) Club
International Christchurch
2002Rural Researchers Network coordinated by the Social
Science Research Centre University of Canterbury
2003
Life-long Learning Steering Group - Third Age Centre of
Canterbury Development Corporation
2004-

Newcomers Network Waimakariri District

To return to the top of the page click here
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+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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Village Discussion

:: Latest Village Discussion

Discussion Board » Latest News & Comment
ORIGINAL POST: The Newcomers Network

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Reply to this post

Posted on Friday, 13 May 2005 at 9:25 pm
The Waimakariri District Newcomers Network has its first birthday in July.* The
group was initiated when two people met in one of the local supermarkets and found
they were new residents to the district. They talked about how difficult they had
found it to meet other people socially. They decided to do something about this.
Their investigations revealed a similar group already operating in Ashburton so they
visited the co-ordinator there for some ideas. The idea grew with the local
Neighbourhood Support quickly coming on board to supply their expertise, some
practical help to advertise the new network, and to support a co-ordinator. A local
Real Estate business sponsors the network and funds brochures that advertise the
Waimakariri District Newcomers Network to new residents. Recently, Waimakariri
District Neighbourhood Support held a social evening for all groups operating under
their umbrella. The Newcomers Network was officially launched at this event.
I joined the Newcomers Network after reading an article about it in the local
community newspaper. Despite having lived in Rangiora for over two years and even
working in the district, I had found it difficult to join in the social life of the town and
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=2&PostID=174 (1 of 6)16/8/2006 2:08:18 AM

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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to have a sense of belonging. I was grabbed by the part in the newspaper article
that described the difficulty new residents had in integrating into a new community.
It said that people who had lived in the same community most of their lives did not
appreciate this; they thought their community was a friendly sociable environment.
Many of the members were involved in local Clubs and were doing voluntary work in
the local community before joining the Newcomers Network. These members have
many stories to tell about attending the local Clubs but not being included in longterm members’ social activities. It is interesting to note that significant numbers of
newcomers are increasingly talking about local happenings with a sense of
belonging. We can walk down the street or go to the supermarket and often meet
someone we know to stop and pass the time of day with.
Each Thursday, the group meets at one of the pubs in Rangiora for coffee and a chat
(around 30 people are now meeting weekly at this venue). Members are encouraged
to mix and meet new members. Each new member completes a form asking their
address, phone number and email address (if they have one), and their interests. A
list of members is circulated to all members on a regular basis noting the above
information. A committee of four meet monthly to discuss group activities and these
are circulated to all members by either email or personal delivery as a newsletter.
Dinner is organised for the network once a month on a Saturday so that those
members who work during the week can attend. A group of members play table
tennis every Monday evening as well as other games evenings that are held in
members’ homes. Local events such as picnics, drama, movies etc are advertised on
a board at the Thursday coffee meeting. Other social events include ten-pin bowling
in Christchurch followed by dinner, visits to the local museums, a book discussion
group and a walking group. Several members have since joined local Clubs with a
friend or friends they have met through the Newcomers Network.
* Waimakariri is a rural area near the city of Christchurch, New Zealand
1. Re: The Newcomers Network

Reply to this post

Posted on Friday, 20 May 2005 at 7:11 pm (This person is unfamiliar with the study)
Good article on this group of which I am a member. A big plus for this group is the
relaxed structure ie no fees, no obligations. Join in with what you want, or stay away
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am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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as your choice but whatever you do you know it will be in the company of like
minded people who are friendly and enjoy each others company.Much of its success
is down to Sylvia the "convenor" with thanks too to Neighbourhood Support and the
sponsor.May it long continue.
1. Re: The Newcomers Network

Reply to this post

Posted by A happy 'Newcomer" on Monday, 23 May 2005 at 5:40 pm
The informative article shows what can be achieved in a such a short time and every
town/city should aim for a 'Newcomers Network Group' like this very successful one
currently operating in the district of Waimakariri.
On joining this group I was immediately made to feel welcome and can confirm that
this is the ideal way to meet and make new friends from all over the world, share/
learn about new interests, support each other and become involved in the
community. A newsletter keeps everyone informed and the varied social activities
offered can be freely attended or otherwise. Well done Waimakariri - may the idea
spread!

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

Post a reply to The Newcomers Network
Subject
Re: The Newcomers Network
Name/Nickname (optional)

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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Text of your topic

more]

:: Downloads

Ross_Himona.pdf (30.5 KB)

\\\\
Are you familiar with this study?

Himona_Bamako_speech.pdf (35.9 KB)

Ross Himona's Bamako speech

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors
I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
Image
Upload image for this post:
Submit Reply

Browse...

Cancel
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The Waimakariri District Newcomers Network has its first birthday in July.* The
group was initiated when two people met in one of the local supermarkets and found
they were new residents to the district. They talked about how difficult they had
found it to meet other people socially. They decided to do something about this.
Their investigations revealed a similar group already operating in Ashburton so they
visited the co-ordinator there for some ideas. The idea grew with the local
Neighbourhood Support quickly coming on board to supply their expertise, some
practical help to advertise the new network, and to support a co-ordinator. A local
Real Estate business sponsors the network and funds brochures that advertise the
Waimakariri District Newcomers Network to new residents. Recently, Waimakariri
District Neighbourhood Support held a social evening for all groups operating under
their umbrella. The Newcomers Network was officially launched at this event.
I joined the Newcomers Network after reading an article about it in the local
community newspaper. Despite having lived in Rangiora for over two years and even
working in the district, I had found it difficult to join in the social life of the town and
to have a sense of belonging. I was grabbed by the part in the newspaper article
that described the difficulty new residents had in integrating into a new community.
It said that people who had lived in the same community most of their lives did not
appreciate this; they thought their community was a friendly sociable environment.
Many of the members were involved in local Clubs and were doing voluntary work in
the local community before joining the Newcomers Network. These members have
many stories to tell about attending the local Clubs but not being included in longterm members’ social activities. It is interesting to note that significant numbers of
newcomers are increasingly talking about local happenings with a sense of
belonging. We can walk down the street or go to the supermarket and often meet
someone we know to stop and pass the time of day with.
Each Thursday, the group meets at one of the pubs in Rangiora for coffee and a chat
(around 30 people are now meeting weekly at this venue). Members are encouraged
to mix and meet new members. Each new member completes a form asking their
address, phone number and email address (if they have one), and their interests. A
list of members is circulated to all members on a regular basis noting the above
information. A committee of four meet monthly to discuss group activities and these
are circulated to all members by either email or personal delivery as a newsletter.
Dinner is organised for the network once a month on a Saturday so that those
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members who work during the week can attend. A group of members play table
tennis every Monday evening as well as other games evenings that are held in
members’ homes. Local events such as picnics, drama, movies etc are advertised on
a board at the Thursday coffee meeting. Other social events include ten-pin bowling
in Christchurch followed by dinner, visits to the local museums, a book discussion
group and a walking group. Several members have since joined local Clubs with a
friend or friends they have met through the Newcomers Network.
* Waimakariri is a rural area near the city of Christchurch, New Zealand
Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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Village-Connections.com
The networking potential of new media and the creative arts,
with the university as a local-global hub.

The question I wish to address in this thesis is:
What is required so that people in local communities from diverse social, cultural, ethnic and economic
backgrounds can communicate comfortably and effectively with one another and with members of relevant
academic, policy and decision-making institutions, about the formation, research, implementation and evaluation
of social and economic policies relevant to them and to their localities?
I wish especially to identify and explore how a university, or other relevant educational institutions, drawing on
relevant concepts, knowledges, and networking capabilities, could assist with such communication.
In this context, I wish to explore some possibilities of drawing on the creative media (in this case a specially
created film on video and DVD and an interactive website) to support and enhance such communication.

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=88 (1 of 3)16/8/2006 2:08:46 AM
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people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
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where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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Demographic profile of participants
Over 100 people have taken part in this research. There have been three phases:
1. Piloting the methodology: 23 people from very diverse backgrounds participated in the piloting phase of the
Silent Connectors research. 10 read the Silent Connectors text and/or have seen the Silent Connectors film and
given informal feedback and 3 have been interviewed and their interviews have been transcribed.
2. Stage one research process: 80 participants watched The Silent Connectors film and then participated in a
formal facilitated research process.
3. Stage two research process: 20 participants out of the original 80 participated in a second research session.

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

The following is a summary of the demographic statistics of those who participated in the formal facilitated
research.

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]

Age: the age range was widespread, covering from over 81 to under 20 years. The highest proportion, 57% of
participants, were in the 41-60 age range, while 14 % were over 61 and 20% were under 30, with 6% under 20
years-old.

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Gender: 45% were male and 55% were female.

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Ethnic groups: When asked to describe which ethnic group/s people belonged to, 56% described themselves as
New Zealand European/Pakeha, 8% NZ Maori, 3% Pacific, 15% European, 5% American. Others groups included:
Japanese, Canadian, African, Middle East, and Ukrainian.
Income: the largest block, 33% were under $15,000 a year, while 19% were over $60,000 with the rest spread
fairly evenly in between.
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The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
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Qualifications: A very high 74% had a tertiary qualification and 10% had no high school qualification.
Occupation: There were a great variety of occupations represented, the highest percentages were: 28%
student, 18% teacher/lecturer 5% director/administrator, 5% parent and 5% retired.
Parent: 62% of participants were parents.

people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
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where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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Design of participatory research methodology
Margreet Stronks facilitated the participatory process and assisted in the design.
Our first challenge was to design a process that ensured that participants initially felt safe and motivated to give
responses that were as authentic as possible.

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

Participants were promised anonymity and after viewing the film they were asked to fill out a questionnaire,
which included questions that we designed and re-designed a number of times. We chose open and direct
questions that we thought would ensure participants would feel free to respond with their own awareness and
knowledge, including their criticism of the film, the research process, and possibly ourselves.

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Our second challenge was to represent the Silent Connector findings in a social science methodological
framework that others could understand, analyze, and evaluate. I wanted to use quantitative and qualitative
methods that would not obscure the experience and engagement reflected in the responses.

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]

Research sessions were carried out in diverse localities in the community and at the university. Care was taken
to help ensure that a comparable set of research results could be obtained from these diverse environments. For
example, there was consistency in setting up research spaces within the different venues, in the material
presented and the facilitation of the processes.

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
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people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]
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All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
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where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
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Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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Stage One of The Silent Connectors research
This section includes Stage One questions along with a sample of some answers. The research process included a
mixture of written and verbal responses.
For the full version of responses to these questions in each case, click More.
Responses from Stage One and Stage Two of the research will form the basis of a script for Act 2 of The Silent
Connectors.
You are most welcome to use the Discussion Board to raise any questions, or add your own thoughts,
anonymously if you wish.

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]

1. In one word, what is your first reaction to this play?
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

13% interesting, 5% recognition, 4% thought provoking… More

2. Were there things that annoyed you? If so, what?

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

81% of participants had something that annoyed them.
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The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
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This included: Narrow minded male actors, Why did Clare marry such a right-winger, Demotivation of
young people to do something really good, Judging people by their skin without knowing them, Some
actors overstressed their lines… More

3. Did this play seem realistic to you, or not. Why?

49% of participants thought it realistic, 23% thought it sort of realistic, and 25% thought it not realistic.

people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Examples on what was thought to be realistic: Attitudes & opinions often heard in our society, I know
people like all of the characters, Same as my home towns…

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Not so realistic: Issues real but dialogue less convincing, Issues real but acting not real, Stilted, cop
arrest unlikely without evidence… More

05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
4. Did you identify with any of the characters? If so, who?

Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21

69% of participants identified with at least one character: 19% with Marlena, 13% with Clare, 10% with
the Tattooed Man, and 3% with Dale and Wilhelm. Others identified with a combination of characters with
4% saying they identified with all characters.

5. Do you think that students Dale and Clare have anything to offer to the development of
Sometown? If so, what? If not, why not?

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

62% of participants thought that Dale and Clare had something to offer, while 9% thought they didn't.
Other participants responded with a more qualified, maybe.
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Go To the island And the island says Go
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where you... [Read more]
Clare's insights into social process linked with Dale's business knowledge …Lot of energy & enthusiasm
but naive and inexperienced … More

A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

6. What sort of things do you think could happen next? Describe some ideas for a second act for this
play. Write phrases, keywords and/or sentences, whatever you feel comfortable with.

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]

Marlena will stay in background assisting Wilhelm to organise community meeting to look at what people
want for Sometown. He personally approaches the different groups. They get a clash with locals, with
Maori, with Asians, with the artist in residence (community arts scheme). They all have their own
agendas and well meaning goals. It is not until a retired business woman enters Sometown…

Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace

Tattooed man confronts Wilhelm. Dale and Clare move permanently to Sometown. Tattooed man suffers
“injustice” in jail. Tattooed man returns to cafe crazed and upset, confronts Wilhelm. A community
meeting is staged for ideas of how to improve Sometown…. More

7. This exercise began with participants being asked: Now find the graph on the bottom of the sheet.
You see the H of Hopeful at the left and the D of Despairing at the right. Indicate with a tick of your
pen how hopeful or despairing your Act 2 is. Is it ‘happy ever after’ or a tragedy? Thank you.
Now please look at the graph line on the floor .
H -……….-……….-……….-……….-……….-……….-……….-……….-……….-………. D
(There were 10 marked spaces on the sheet and on the floor, as is reflected in the graphline above)
Place yourself on the place of your tick on the line. Just move to the place where you ticked the
graph. Thank you.
Find some people around you and discuss the reasons why you are hopeful or despairing. With the
markers write down the reasons.
It is time to move to the opposite end of the scale with your group. Now imagine that you are just as
hopeful as your were despairing before or just as despairing as your were hopeful before. And again
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25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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I ask you to discuss why you would feel that way and then write the key components down. Thank
you.
Hopeful 8-9.5
Cos the 1st Act had a positive direction - they all seemed to be working it out.
They were basically caring people, some who had personal experiences of abuse. They were aware of
intolerances….
Despair
Dale and Claire get beaten up by riff-raff causing them to leave and NEVER RETURN
Koffs go broke
Try to organize a meeting that doesn't happen due to apathy… More

8. Final question. In one word, or phrase, what is your first reaction to this play now?

8% thought provoking, 5% more positive, 4% interesting… More
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Stage Two of The Silent Connectors research
Questions & responses
In this section I present the Stage 2 questions along with a sample from participants' responses and a link to the
full version.
You are most welcome to use the Discussion Board to raise any questions, or add your own thoughts,
anonymously if you wish.
The questions are as follows:

1. Think of a place where you have lived - it can be where you are now, where you have felt some
sort of feeling of comfort, security, belonging or connectedness to the place and its people. On this
sheet of paper note/draw or in any way indicate what makes this place a place you want or wanted
to be.

The “Bank Walk” is where we as children went every (well, almost every) afternoon with our mothers – 46 families joined together for these “walks”…
Corner dairies where shopkeeper chats is a nice feel good community indicator. People interacting in
public places, kids playing soccer in a park and including ‘strangers’…
More
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=74 (1 of 5)16/8/2006 2:10:34 AM

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
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people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
2) With these memories we will watch the DVD again, imagining that we also live in Sometown, and
we live alongside the characters. And at the end we find ourselves in the cafeteria… After watching
the DVD…Remember you are living in Sometown with family and friends. Write on an A4, what you
most fear might happen to us, individually, and to family and friends. What is it that makes each of
us afraid? Be specific. Please give examples of things you have experienced or witnessed that you
think could happen to you in Sometown.

I have been discriminated against due to my looks – long hair. Also my keenness on discussing politics
(national and international) seems to create anxiety, trepidation and even fear in many people – I think
many people feel safe and secure in their world-views and do not wish to hear the views of a conflict
theorist like myself…
Fear of being framed for crime I know nothing about or because of my colour or nationality…
I think that the other thing that I feel sometimes is very conscious of being white in a situation where
there are people of other races and wondering how I’m perceived, whether I’m privileged or arrogant of
these things and that I can be afraid in a subconscious way…
Property being destroyed/tagged making property prices go down so that I can’t buy a house elsewhere
because if I sold my house in Sometown I’d hardly get anything for it (if anyone wanted to even buy it) so
I’d be TRAPPED…
More

3) (We now find ourselves in the cafe; the Koffs and Dale and Clare have gone off to the police
station. Tables with glasses, carafes with drink, muffins heated, candles, tablecloths, and recording
equipment. Come together, around the tables).
When we look at our fears, which people and elements of Sometown are they related to? (the following
is from taped conversation).

Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

For me it was fear of the unknown - the changes in store for the town, things like what businesses and
what would take their place if anything at all…
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I’m never afraid of people I meet on the street but how people look at me and what people are really
going to say when they see its me because it’s a problem when they always look at me first…
You’re afraid that the kind of vandalism that you see evidence of around town is going to be directed
against you…
More

4) If we now look at Sometown and its people, places, possibilities, processes again, what is here
already to give us a feeling of security and value?

where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace

There was obviously a group of people living there and it had been a thriving town too in the past...

25/05/05 12:02:58

What gives me comfort is people that can listen…

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]

More

5) What opportunities for our economic advancement can we spot, local and international?

I guess the language school does in a way open up the possibility of Asian advancement or
something...
We just don’t know what could develop from the situation supposing they do manage to get better
communication, how could that transform into economic advancement...
So we have got a population of students who do have a certain amount of disposable income and
that’s an opportunity...
More
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6) What groups and networks and links are operating in Sometown?

There’s the loyalty amongst people who have lived there for several generations…
Certainly there are business networks in the town and maybe it’s about getting them together…
There’d be a few well-intentioned individuals trying to network you into something…
More

7) Reflect on the silent links you perceive are operating in Sometown?

Connection between the tattooed man and his army past and his army friend in Singapore…
Silent prejudices unite people in their concerns and Community “watch” – spying out of window, keeping
tabs on community…
Tattoos – Jewish, Maori…
More

8. Final Question to everyone: Do you have any questions for characters in Sometown or anything
you want to say to them?

To the Tattooed Man: I understand why you did not want to talk with Clare.
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To Clare: Why did you marry Dale?
To Marlena: How do you de-stress?
To Mr Koff: Why do you yield to your wife? …
More
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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Are you familiar with this study?

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

I have seen the dvd/video Silent Connectors

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

I have read the text of the Silent Connectors
I am making (very welcome) comment on comments/articles without having
done these things
Image

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Upload image for this post:
Submit Topic

Browse...

Cancel

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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more]

:: Downloads

Ross_Himona.pdf (30.5 KB)

\\\\
Himona_Bamako_speech.pdf (35.9 KB)

Ross Himona's Bamako speech
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Places of comfort, security, belonging ...
Lifestyle farmlet – close to nature/mother earth and close to people who showed their love and respect for
such an environment.
The pace of life was slower than urban living – plans were talked about by all people who shared the space –
male/female/children. When a plan, such as new plantings, fencing …, was initiated everyone was involved. We
worked alongside each other and at the end of the task we all shared in the joy of our accomplishments – if
the task was not 100% successful we would go back to the drawing board – because the planning was a group
process. No one individual was more responsible or accountable than others.
When I think of where I live I have two things that stand out. First is a warm feeling about the people I know
who live around me. This is literally because each of the houses that border mine have people I have come to
know. The thing is that we all look out for each other. The retired neighbours behind me are home all day and
keep an eye on my back yard and dogs. The house on the other side has a young family and on the other are
some women who have been flatting for 6 years in their house. Whenever any of us is away for any length of
time we take care of each others’ houses. What we grow we share (lots of lemons was the last time I was
away – that’s great) cos I got lots of silverbeet when the same neighbour was away.
The second is the Sanitarium factory over the road which has a huge garden and a benign presence.
I’m from a University campus in South East Asia. I’m away from home and I met different people from a
similar background and in search of a similar self-fulfilment. Because we share a common desire to be with
loved ones, but couldn’t because of distance and other unavailability factors, we formed a bond which we
cherished and loved, even though we are from different parts of the world. But the commonness we felt was
because we are living in a foreign country surrounded by friendly and happy people who understood our
situation.
Place – house – home – relationship
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:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
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Family relationships very important – a sense of belonging arises out of these and the networks that are
created around family and other relationships (work/community/neighbourhood). Each time one moves some
of these get broken and require rebuilding. Most dramatic is movement from one country to another –
rebuilding of sense of security/belonging takes time.

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Comfort, security, warmth. What is it about this place/people that made it so?
Subtle things, a quiet forest walk. Corner dairies where shopkeeper chats is a nice feel good community
indicator. People interacting in public places, kids playing soccer in a park and including ‘strangers’. An element
of surprise is welcome in my comfort zone, pleasant surprises. A specific place where I felt comfortable and
happy was in the garden of our family home, in all the parks in the communities I have lived in.
Great facilities, being within cycling distance of almost everything I need (especially work), being close enough
for purposeful walking (going somewhere within the neighbourhood, perhaps walking to a friend’s or work, or
dairy, or the library, or the fish n chip shop). Knowing people, but mostly the close proximity to places I have a
reason to go to. Being known/recognised after a while, my daughter having the same experience. Being “in the
know” with events happening. Being given the opportunity to help/participate not necessarily for money. Not
being surrounded with things/people who “scare” me. Knowing when the rubbish gets collected, milkman
comes, bus timetable, etc. etc.
What makes it a place to be? Shared culture expressed on radio via music and public affairs programming.
Also expressed in individuals who have shared values, interests, goals. Natural environment which is
welcoming and comfortable ie mild weather, open space/nature preserve, community gathering areas/plazas/
sports facilities/parks/cultural venues. Educational facilities and programs which are inclusive and responsive
NOT dictated and commanding. Access to food and water of acceptable quality and price.
Public services – medical, political, infrastructure. Public events both tailored for sub-groups and integrating of
all groups. Jobs and careers which are not merely income sources.
Centrality to centre of city and amenities, work. Older established area of character homes and trees. Price of
housing and “appropriateness” of them. Socio/economic group and life stage/personal circumstances.
Proximity to familiar areas. Proximity of shopping centre and other amenities. Within comfort zone. Proximity
to husband’s job.
Place I’d like to live in (would be) open and diverse. Egalitarian, non-totalitarian, multi-cultural yet SAFE,
differences welcomed, tolerance. Energy and creativity arising from diversity. A “buzz”. A confident society but
radical. Fine architecture and art. Sense of history.
(1) I can be anonymous ie large population
(2) But also make close friendships ie plenty of choice of people to be friends with. Lots of public transport.
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05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
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message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
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(3) Affordable for me to live in
Community, annual BBQ, people who contact and bring people together; arrange communication of
developments, illnesses, deaths and removals; non interference, kind, caring people, who seek any peaceful
resolution of differences. Cooperation rather than competition.
At first, the view of the mountains. The wide vista of sky. Lots of light – sunshine. Easy access, one level.
Then, the people around. Still later, connections with the people. But this was and always will be secondary to
the first. I can always make those connections if I want to, wherever I live.
Born there, grew up there, connected to community by living there so long, got to know area very well, have a
lot of memories of place, really loved the aesthetics of place, lots of room to play, lots of trees to climb, lots of
garden to look at, big garage/workship, was home since birth, will always be that place in my mind where,
when I dream, I live and raise my own family. Being there always felt so good, comfortable etc!
The “Bank Walk” is where we as children went every (well, almost every) afternoon with our mothers – 4-6
families joined together for these “walks”. The older children were dropped off at their play places – the
youngest went all the way with their mums – it was a place where anything could happen!
Friendship network!!! Cultural events – plays, films, dances. Physical surrounding – trees, ponds, hills, trails,
rivers Cultural acceptance of my basic way of being – style of dress, grooming etc seen as acceptable by
strangers – no immediate negative judgements Gathering places – open events where it was easy to meet
people – there was an openness at things like outdoor concerts – a lack of cliqueness Informality
Employment – interesting work – career prospects – well paid/good conditions
Environment – lovely surroundings, range of environments, accessibility
Social – friendly people – friends/networks, community activities, diversity of ideas/people, sense of who we
were/belonging, common values
Home – the huge plum tree so we gave away cases of plums each year: our big tree house meant our friends
wanted to play; neighbours – Dad made a door through the fence so we could go over to play without having
to go around the road, adventures exploring the creek together, became childhood friends and Mum and Dad
became friends with their parents, I baby-sat for one family, the nice old man next door with his garden full of
fish ponds, but the kids in the cul-de-sac were poor and had dogs so we didn’t play with them.
Good neighbours – sense of community Pleasant surrounding/open space/trees Good amenities – easy access
to local church/school for parents in street, local organic shops, the Post Office, café. Attractive walks –
riverside – sports field nearby Quiet street (seems cul de sac so little traffic!)
Good pedestrian/cycling area Older established homes and gardens with little sterile infill development (though
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some to be found in neighbouring street)
View of hills (almost unimpeded) Easy access to town.
Tenants upstairs were friendly – immediately offered use of push mower. Always acknowledged each other if
we met or saw each other. Felt a bit bereft when they left. Neighbours – spoke over the fence occasionally but
when I had trouble with blocked toilet they immediately offered use of theirs – invited me in for a chat – very
friendly and warm – made me feel accepted.
Return to top of page
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What you most fear might happen ...
I have been discriminated against due to my looks – long hair. Also my keenness on discussing politics
(national and international) seems to create anxiety, trepidation and even fear in many people – I think many
people feel safe and secure in their world-views and do not wish to hear the views of a conflict theorist like
myself – they also seem to fear an in depth knowledge of history.
I am a keen push biker but have been hit and run 4x – people seem to hold me in less regard than if I was
driving a BMW. Sadly I cycle far less because it has become far too dangerous – I thus have become fond of
public transport – one can converse in safety – majority of people on buses are friendly and polite.
Fear relates to fast traffic on our road that has lots of cyclists and elderly pedestrians and children. Fear relates
to possible strangers being on the property at night - unexplained noises – but usually this gets rationalised.
I haven’t observed anything fear generating happen in our street. I have observed a woman being assaulted in
the past in another place I lived in and other major domestic incident involving firearms. I probably wouldn’t
walk at night alone in some parts of our suburb that are poorly lit. Oh, I have been fearful in walking the dogs
in a park away from my suburb where a woman came to me for help – because of a man she thought was
behaving oddly.
Fear of being framed for crime I know nothing about or because of my colour or nationality.
Strange people who are not like us. Personal safety from people who appear in some way threatening. Loss of
jobs, security and income could also lead to anxiety. General “rundown” nature of the town created a feeling of
“depression” and fear of loss – place is not what it was – we can feel for this change. Uncertain future – not
knowing what it will be like in the town – loss of work – people – new comers – new ?vehicles – not like it
“used to be” etc.
Loss of own jobs and house value falls – can’t move out – loss of saving – family and friends leaving – disrupts
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relationships and breaks connections with people/place.
Living in Sometown with family and friends I would be afraid of: Violence between the inhabitants of
Sometown i.e. “the Asians” and unfair justice system ie police acting on inaccurate information.

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Corporate takeover – A new Disneyland or mega mall. A socially/culturally inappropriate economic investment.
The loss of historical and romantic associations of the place (further loss) Specifically I would be afraid of a
lack of input in my community and a lack of accountability of public services ie police etc
Fears: Property being destroyed/tagged making property prices go down so that I can’t buy a house elsewhere
because if I sold my house in Sometown I’d hardly get anything for it (if anyone wanted to even buy it) so I’d
be TRAPPED. My daughter growing up and having friends like the young people there and developing an
attitude which removes her chances of being employed, or taking drugs. Being stolen from. Being beaten up or
picked on by people who are not like me. The town being vandalised and turned into a dump eg I notice that
nowadays in ChCh it is difficult to cycle because of all the broken glass – there seems too much – it’s
expensive to get punctures repaired or tubes replaced, and I don’t enjoy cycling as much if I can’t enjoy the
experience because I’m looking out for broken glass.
Sometown. What are our fears? That real estate will increase in value to the point where none of us can afford
to live here. That local business will be usurped by larger ones and that jobs will be lost. That employment will
stratify to haves and have-nots. Options are decreased. Separation and animosity result. With conditions
degrading crime will increase, hopelessness will increase the need for funds to set things right will increase
while the ability to raise those funds will decrease. That local governments and eventually national ones, will
fight for the trickle down crumbs from investors, lowering environmental and labour standards while granting
tax concessions in their competition for the illusion of economic development solving the problems.
Economic decline, loss of equity in property - Loss of facilities - Reduction in services - Perceived threat of
physical violence Loss of “traditional” identity
Feeling uncomfortable in unfamiliar situation “outnumbered” by other ethnicities - Change in overall
atmosphere. Impression of people not caring about themselves, their environment, each other. Increased
levels of stress all round as people struggle to cope with various changes and especially when people feel
threatened by them. Reduced tolerance and acceptance of difference.
If I was in Sometown my fears: Being stuck there, Being bored – depression

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]
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Being humiliated because of my age/sex Afraid after dark ie possible violence to my home/me Distance from
medical care.

After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran

Fears: Reduction of income – increase in expenses. Home invasion, violence, noise, speed, pollution

24/08/05 18:22:47

Fears: Home invasion, Having my car defaced – broken into and radio taken innocently in the middle of a fight
involving knives. Not having any facilities for my children eg no skate park, no swimming pool, a substandard

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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library if one at all.
Fears: Police state. Right-wing government, Immigration overload. Main fear is that government will think that
the only way to solve social and economic (small scale) problems will be to revise and create laws until it
becomes too difficult to live without breaking any. Police brutality. Essentially my fears don’t stem from the
population or economic failure but from the people who are in power being blinded by that power and making
stupid decisions that affect everybody in an adverse manner.
Fears: Unpredictable violence, Hostility from particular groups, Random hostility, Vandalism of the remnants of
what was beautiful, Violation of “good manners,” Theft, Imposition of different behaviour – littering, swearing More people letting the community down by not participating in community events, not “doing” their gardens,
not greeting neighbours, Unsupervised children/youth, Lack of accountability, No community “norms” any more
Fears: Vandalism – having my home or things damaged or stolen, Violence – attacked by strangers (if alone at
night). Rejection – having my friendly overtures rejected by others, being treated as second-class because I
am not a Kiwi – in some ways, especially afraid that my children will not find friends
What are we afraid of? Losing employment and the associated elements that often go with losing one’s job –
stagnating of potential, financial struggles, being forced to move away from family and friends, the feeling of
insecurity both emotional and financial, the other friends are forced to seek opportunities elsewhere. The loss
of feeling that one is in control of one’s own destiny. Pressures on personal relationships.
There won’t be enough work so we’ll have to move away and the kids will have to leave their friends, Children
will get in with the wrong crowd and end up in trouble or not doing well in school, Property values will fall.
Crime will increase so it won’t be safe for our kids, the Police will become more judgemental and more
businesses will move away.
Fears: Becoming victims of crime with assault, burglary, theft, rape. Drug pushers supplying young children
with drugs. Further decline of already decaying town centre (with businesses closing down moving away etc)
increasing the sense of dereliction and further reducing community amenities (no banks, post offices etc)
making it harder for low income people/those without cars to access services etc. Attracting down and outs to
sterile town centre. No legitimate attractions for young people/families. Further sense of alienation and
isolation as community disintegrates further – police no go area
Victimisation of minorities who are seen as problem rather than economic forces
Fears: I guess I have nameless fears of people with different ethnic backgrounds, even though I’ve travelled
etc– might superficial acceptance cover hostility that might break out under provocation? Might I and my
family be targeted because of our relative privilege/ethnicity etc? I would also fear polarisation of the
community through events taking place elsewhere, and reprisals for eg dobbing someone in for crime (this
happened in one place where I lived – my car battery was stolen when I asked a mother if her son could have
been responsible for damaging another car).
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Specifically I would be afraid of a lack of input in my community and a lack of accountability of public services
ie police etc
Sometown. What are our fears? That real estate will increase in value to the point where none of us can afford
to live here.
That local business will be usurped by larger ones and that jobs will be lost.
That employment will stratify to haves and have-nots. Options are decreased. Separation and animosity result.
With conditions degrading crime will increase, hopelessness will increase, the need for funds to set things right
will increase while the ability to raise those funds will decrease.
That local governments and eventually national ones, will fight for the trickle down crumbs from investors,
lowering environmental and labour standards while granting tax concessions in their competition for the
illusion of economic development solving the problems.
Rejection – having my friendly overtures rejected by others, being treated as second-class because I am not a
Kiwi – in some ways, especially afraid that my children will not find friends
Top of page
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Fears shared in the Sometown cafe

Q. Which elements of fear are related to Sometown?
A The fear of people that didn’t look like you – the Asian people, German mafia, Maori character, people who
were different. I think there is sense sometimes there is a fear of people they don’t know particularly if it’s a
small town and these people have moved in which was the impression wasn’t it, it was nature of the place,
people don’t like that. For me it was fear of the unknown - the changes in store for the town, things like what
businesses and what would take their place if anything at all. Who’s going to come on board. They were talking
about new activities, about the language school and people who didn’t know much about the place. The
German man had a negative kind of feel of this, that it would be next in the ? the next thing to go but that was
his personal feeling. That’s relevant in Christchurch too, it comes up, all around. In the place there was a
certain amount of physical presence that people didn’t relate to. There was this fear thing, big bulky.. Some
negativity there. All the For Sale signs, there was a feeling of desolation. If you’d been somebody who had
lived there you would have thought your place is changing, going downhill even. I don’t know about fear but
you would certainly feel depressed, fear of the future, for your future there, future for your family – that sort
of reaction. You would want to get out. Can I get out. Am I trapped. The only ones that were honest were the
ones that were newest.

A1. My fear is because of my colour, they make a lot of judgements. The way they see me differently. It
doesn’t really matter whether I dress well or not but as long as this colour is there they make a lot of
judgement. (“Really!” response by other person) I always have that especially if I’m travelling, the notion that
mainly I’m Asian and it's where I’m coming from. (“Really?” response by other) I don’t know, it's just that.
(“Are you sure?”) Yeah. I wouldn’t say it was general but it is most people. I’m never afraid of people I meet
on the street but how people look at me and what people are really going to say when they see its me because
it’s a problem when they always look at me first. (“Discrimination?!”) Well, I don’t know but I feel its always
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there with me and until I get used to the system and the way people see me I won’t be part of society. When I
see the tattooed man what caught me was the moral courage. On many occasions when I walk from my office
to the department here I have seen people cross over the street because they see me coming. Even while I
was coming here now I met this young lady who as soon as she looked up she crossed over to the other side
of the street and its not because of ? but of fear of this guy, not because of anything, I don’t know her. (“Well,
I actually ? I always have.”) Its fear people have of a misconception because of the skin colour.

A2. I’ve travelled quite a lot and I’ve lived with people of different ? and I’ve always thought of myself as
broad-minded accepting everyone. I realised as I tried to put myself into that scene I could relate to the fear
that the Koffs felt, about people who are unknown. I thought about a time when we lived next-door to people
who came from another part of the world – there was some damage to a car outside our property and my son
thought that he saw one of their children doing the damage and I went round to see them and to try to talk
about it in a kind of open way but they completely denied anything to do with it but soon after my car was
broken into and I figured that this was some kind of punishment having dared to suggest -. So on account of
my suspicion and however much in my head I might think I don’t have stereotypes about other races, when
something like this happens it can immediately bring that very stereotype into my own consciousness. I think
that the other thing that I feel sometimes is very conscious of being white in a situation where there are
people of other races and wondering how I’m perceived, whether I’m privileged or arrogant or these things and
that I can be afraid in a subconscious way.

A3. My experience came from being a push-biker. I meet these experiences everyday, many of them on
campus and I would have thought that the people on campus would have had more intelligence or more
awareness perhaps. They don’t seem to. That gets me fearful. That people are so unaware. I would
recommend they read ??Crisis Awareness Through Movement. But stereotyping, I’m afraid, doesn’t seem to
enter into my life very much.

A4. When I look at humans I realise that within every human-being there is something that wants to be
negative about every other human-being. I always feel that for every human-being there is a reaction of
biasness within him or her. Most cases we allow a small portion of biasness to rule our lives, to make
judgements for us. Something that if we take a moment to think about it we realise that we are completely
different from that judgement of the rest. Our environment caused it, our upbringing, the books we read, the
kind of discussion we have with people. I know it exists and I just have to call myself to accept those things
and live with it or I would not be able to live.
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A1. I’m afraid of the unemployment and there are groups of kids, day and night, have to fill their time in and
they’re very ? – that’s essentially what I’m afraid of.
A2. I share that fear. Why is it that these groups of kids exist, what are their options and wonder if they’re
doing in communities – that have managed to make our communities so unable to sustain themselves and the
people who live in them. I think that it does come down to lack of planning and to allow the free market to
have its way which I don’t think is helping our culture, in general or specifically in Sometown. (“Are you talking
about what’s happening at the moment?”) (“Yes, this is what we abstract”.)
A3. It seems to be when I look around Sometown I see a bit of the vandalism, I see a lot of places closed
down, economic hardship and a lot of people having left. Those are all frightening things. You’re afraid that
there’s not a place to be, that everybody’s going to up and leave. There just isn’t enough to sustain a
community. You’re afraid that the kind of vandalism that you see evidence of around town is going to be
directed against you.

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
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A4. It’s the energy that creates the vandalism that – the unchannelled energy that comes out in vandalism and
violence on occasions. Predictable hostility. Unsupervised children, abuse and nobody accountable for the
actions of these unsupervised people.

25/05/05 12:02:58

A5. And the lack of commitment. You look around and you see all these places that have been closed down –
places where people have just given up and left. Not committed to making things work. There’s this sort of
environment of just giving up.

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]

A6. So has Sometown gone too far? Is it salvageable? People left be able to develop it again?

That getting back to one of the other things I wrote down about my fears has to do with rejection of me. I’ve
only been in New Zealand 2 years and one of my biggest fears is that I will be rejected, I am seen as an
outsider, that I am seen as a second-class citizen because I’m not a real Kiwi and even more than for myself
but for my children, that they will be rejected that they will be unable to make friends at school. When I hear
you say those things about that that immediately bring up all those fears for myself. I’m on the receiving of
that also, I’m different, I don’t fit in with whatever.
A4. Those of us that are different, not real Kiwi’s find there are certain topics I would draw back and not give
too big an opinion on because I still see myself in some respects as a guest. In other aspects of living here I
can possibly see different things than a person born here can because we don’t have the whole family to ?haul
us back. I can do things here that I couldn’t do in Ireland because there I am in a particular cultural setting.
Whereas here I can somehow burst free of them so I can understand what they are saying because sometimes
I feel I am a guest in this country and there are certain issues that I feel that I am not at liberty to debate too
strongly with somebody like you because you have been here for generations. I don’t mean you particularly
but other New Zealanders because there have been instances when I come across a New Zealander who feels
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very strongly about the Treaty settlement for example. I have a particular and that person, I sense has got a
different view and I withdraw. That makes many of us outsiders. How does it make a New Zealander feel?
A5. When I spent 40 years out of the South Island where if you come across a Maori, its rare and I had a
company in Porirua which if you saw a white man it was rare. So, there is a distinct difference between North
Island and South Island and how they view the Treaty. And also my husband was on the Waitangi ? committee
which dealt a lot with ? Maori and Maori organisations. There are big differences within New Zealanders
depending on where you live. I don’t know that you classify us as being ?cohesive – the same. I’m sure you
can’t.
A6. But you see can why you would be cautious.
A7. Yes, I can see why you would be cautious. But I think that most people who are white and speak English,
even with an accent, are more acceptable - according to Winston Peters.

Q. What elements of Sometown are your fears related to?
A1. I think it’s the bad people. The children will get in with the wrong crowd and they’ll be unduly influenced
and end up in trouble. Or they won’t do as well in school because they’ve fallen in with people who are
involved in crime.
A2. That’s because you’ve got children.
A3. I said I would be worried about my 10-year old daughter and she might grow up having friends like the
young people there with an attitude which removes her chances of being employed and I would also be
nervous about my property being destroyed, or tagged, or vandalised which would make (laugh) the property
prices go down. That I wouldn’t be able to sell my property if there was anybody that wanted to buy it or I
wouldn’t get enough for it so I wouldn’t be able to buy anywhere else and I would be trapped. When I looked
at all my fears I wasn’t fearful of the ? or big business but my fears revolved around being stolen from, being
beaten up and picked on by these people who weren’t like me and the town being vandalised and turned into a
dump. And then I had a personal experience. I cycle a lot and I notice there is a lot of glass on the road and I
can’t enjoy the experience of cycling, I have to look out for glass. Even somebody has let me use their car for
this winter because they’re overseas. I rely on my bike quite a lot as my daughter cycles to school and I cycle
into town all the time. We haven’t got the spare dosh to be paying for new tubes and little like that.
A4. I was worried that we would have to start driving the kids everywhere because its just not safe for them to
walk to places.
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A5. They were so different and the choice is to retain your difference and then ?avoid being picked on because
you might be seen as a goodie-good. Or assimilate and then they can end up hanging out with these young
people. You probably don’t realise looking at me now but when I was younger I used to hang-out with the bad
crowd. Amongst them were people that had done bank robbery and things like that and I remember one guy
who took me aside, I was a bit pollyannish, and telling me that kindness was a weakness because people take
advantage of you and he had that attitude all throughout his life and he ended up quite a tragic end but that
was his core belief.

Q. What are the fears related to in Sometown?
A1. My fears are mainly related to a situation where I’m walking down the street and I’m hassled. The tattooed
man looking hassled for looking different from the town. The situation where the Police have the power to pull
over any young person they see fit and search them, have their name, address and any information they want.
That’s the main fear for me because it's just an invasion of privacy. I don’t do anything wrong, I look a little
different and possibly act a little different from what may be considered. I don’t do anything illegal, I don’t hurt
anybody so there’s no reason why I should be hassled. I would hate to be in a situation where the Police have
the right to do that.
A2. One of my fears is because I’m old and because I’m female and I’ve been humiliated and vulnerable to
violence. Being on my own, old and female.
A3. What I can’t understand is that a lot of young people are out there doing things that aren’t right so on the
one hand I don’t want to be hassled but if that hassling stops x amount of people hurting an older person, or
robbing a store, it is worth it.
A4. Age isn’t a protection from fear. When you’re young you can still be afraid.
A2. My fears are mainly administrative, an increase in rates for instance and I wouldn’t be able to cope with
the size of my income but of course I’m a different generation. Those are the fears that older people have
probably. Things being unchanging, things going on the same because you feel safe. (“Do you think things
could get better in this place though?”) All the indications are there will be an increase in all expenses and that
may make the town successful but it would be a worry.

A5. As a middle-aged person I can see the hopelessness for the young people with the businesses all closing
down and there aren’t the jobs – they’re all on the dole, they’ve got nothing useful to occupy themselves
because there’s no legitimate entertainment.
A6. There can be free entertainment such as biking that keeps us fit, strong and a large group of friends that
all get along. It gives us something in common that we can enjoy doing together.
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Security & value in Sometown
A1. There was obviously a group of people living there and it had been a thriving town too in the past. How
much would the café be a place where people would go to, was it welcoming, was it a drop-in centre that you
could go to find people – it seemed a little difficult to see that. The woman talked about people coming in and
their different ways of eating and talking. There were people fighting on the street, people getting arrested
without any reason.
A2. The infrastructure was there. Yes, it used to work all right. Presumably they were accessible to people. To
find something else takes time. There would be a worry about corporate glossy rubbish coming in. They would
want something innovative, unique. Something that was well developed apparently was the language school.
But then some people were not so keen on it but they were quite keen on the business aspect.
A1. What gives me comfort is people that can listen.
A2. I feel more at ease when I can talk to people, I feel more relaxed if we can share certain things. So I think
that when I communicate with people and that way I can communicate some of the problems.
A3. I believe most people wear masks and once you start stripping some of those masks off you get to know
the other person I think that the majority of people are good but because of their upbringing, the ?humour,
advice – that to me is a mask. They’re hiding perhaps their child (laugh), it is quite common though.
Q. Which people in the film would you feel helpful in that way?
A1. Everyone around the table.
A2. I would say the woman who sold the tea, she tended to take things easy, she was able to communicate
with everybody. She would be able to gain some insight into the life of the tattooed man, the young couple
and her own husband, and be able to make a judgement that would solve the problem. The woman who owned
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islands that may be part of... [Read more]
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the coffee shop was able to give more information than the other group. The other group I think were more
likely to be involved in their own ?personal than in solving problems. The woman was more natural, she
wanted to be part of the communication, loved what she was doing. (“Humanistic”)

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]

A3. Because she was like that but by the end they all were actually (laugh) in a way. (“But she also had
information that the others – “)

Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Q. That’s interesting because that’s the second thing I’d like you to look at. Which people and
places in Sometown are here already to give a feeling of security and belonging?

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

A1. Well, there’s the school. (“Is there a school?”) The language school. Its connecting with the anonymous
man in the Army. There must be some way of connecting with that school if he can connect.
:: Latest News & Comment

A2. That’s a very different specialist and it’s private and it caters for the orientals.
A1. (Long pause) ?? Maybe Sometown’s Christchurch and despite the perception its actually quite safe for us. I
didn’t meet anything of physical danger, observations that would make me scared or concerned. So I think it’s
a reasonably safe place. Quite diverse, its become more so but there can be some negative things to it . There
seems to be some good strong stalwarts among the people who managed to stay in there right through the
rough times. So in a funny sort of way its reasonably safe, diverse and quite stable.
Q. What is there in Sometown that gives you a feeling of security and belonging?
A1. There’s a café where people can meet on mutual ground.
A2. There’s the local church but the congregation’s aging so it’s only catering for a certain age-group, people
who have lived there a long time. It provides support for people when they’re sick or other.
A3. You can get that support from a group of friends. Essentially, that’s what a church is as well, it’s a group of
like-minded people.
A4. What I like is the fore-thought that had gone into the previous generation, the public spaces – they’re not
so well maintained now but they’re still there.
A5. In the playground the swings have been vandalised. I don’t think there’s any equipment there that worked.
A6. But it’s a hard call for the Council to continuously repair things that have been continuously damaged.
Those that aren’t vandalised stay in good nick.
A7. I suppose the problem is that there is not community ownership.
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Economic opportunities, local and international?
Q. Local business development but what about national and international business development.
A. Revival of crafts have become much more popular and furniture. Ethnic crafts as cottage industry locally
and internationally. Muffin factory for jobs for the kids (laugh). The local community has got to get something
going with the aid of the local Council. There were a lot of young people about. Training incentives,
apprenticeships. There has to be a partnership with the locals to get involved.

A1. One thing I have learned about most Asian friends I have is they are afraid to feel naïve or they feel more
intimidated partly because of the language problem. At first I feel they are a bit unrespectful. When I got to
know them a bit more, I realise its not a matter of being unrespectful, it’s a matter of they are not really sure
of what to say to you so that you won’t be offended. They try not to offend you. But when you open up with
them and say well it doesn’t matter, I’m foreigner like you, I don’t really care how you put your language and
it ends up we communicate, we talk and then we get to understand there is something good about each of us.
Communication sometimes, it doesn’t matter how we frame it, just the ability to open up that we want to learn
something from each other.
A2. That’s important isn’t it because some people don’t want to learn or change. Normally because they’re hurt
or -. (“Why, do you think there are some people don’t want to change?”) Oh, I met them, luckily not in my
circles but some people think their racist or bigoted views are good. (“Any human can change. It depends on
their circumstances.”) One way of committing people is the majority of people, their unawareness of history.
They’re thinking that history is a waste of time. To me it’s pivotal otherwise history repeats.
A3. But if people be more aware of history – this student I was talking to, he said to me he felt that the more
we know about history the more we have an influence of other people but he felt that the less we know about
history it is much better when associating with other people. I don’t know, maybe he has something. Inasmuch
as I appreciate what he said the less we know about certain things that happened in the past, the more we
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relate more easily but the more we know about some things, especially about life history the more
discriminating we become. (“Mmm, you must seek from numerous sources, more than one source of course
but –“) (Asked to finish off here)

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Q. Would you look at the economic advancement of Sometown.
A1. (Long pause) I guess the language school does in a way open up the possibility of Asian advancement or
something. I guess its such a -. We just don’t know what could develop from the situation supposing they do
manage to get better communication, how could that transform into economic advancement. (Ums – yeahs)
A2. There has to be a trust between those who are buying and those who are selling and those involved in
economic activities and if that trust doesn’t exist it would be difficult to have any kind of - For instance, (lots of
laughing from other groups that drown out what was said at this stage) when he came up for a cup of tea, a
cup of coffee and that time he wanted to earn some money, because the man doesn’t have – we don’t need
him there or his money. We don’t even what him to be part of the business… So in a way, because of the
feelings you have about him, you don’t really know him, there’s no communication, it is difficult to share with
him and kind of work it out. So I feel that for any kind of economic advancement there has to be that kind of
trust. (Asked to finish this off) You must build trust by communication and you would be able to benefit from
each other.
A3. I also thing that people need to learn to not be afraid. Discussion closed.

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005

A1. I don’t think I know enough about Sometown to answer that question at all.
04/10/05 21:29:21

A2. Its by the sea.
A3. By the sea is about all I know. Somewhere in the South Island.
A4. It used to have a tourist trade but it seems to have lost that. ??? and you’d go there in the summertime.
A5. Unless the coastline has altered, and we’ll presume it has, it would still be something that could be built on
I think. You could still come there and I think that is certainly something that could happen again.
A6. And yet that is something that the Koffs were looking for. Having a café and looking for people who were
coming for holidays. It’s not working very well for them.
A7. You could work with the language school to increase their cultural offering so that there could be a cultural
festival centred round the language school during the summer over a period of several weekends high-lighting
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music, dance, arts, handicrafts from parts of the world their students represent. At the same time work with
local landowners, motels, people etc, the Chamber of Commerce to promote this into the local metropolitan
areas to attract tourists from those areas.
A8. For that matter, the language school itself presents an economic opportunity. Let’s face it, to go to school
in this country, if you are not a permanent resident, is very expensive. You have to have a lot of money and
you won’t even get permits to study in this country unless you can prove that you are bringing a lot of money
in. So we have got a population of students who do have a certain amount of disposable income and that’s an
opportunity. And the language school has to see a profit in it. Students are young people, students are looking
for opportunities to get together, to have fun, to be amused. That’s an economic opportunity. (“These are
different students with a different background”.) That’s right. Which means you need to have a knowledge
about that cultural background if you’re going to create attractions that are going to appeal to them but I don’t
that’s an impossible thing.
A9. Going back to the cultural festival. You would need to do a skills assessment of the students in the
language school, skills they may be able to share with local students and with local employers thereby
broadening their language opportunities and skills with the local community to make them more valuable and
more connected with that community. Potentially, immigration would be a possibility for some of those
students which would certainly be attractive to a lot of the people who are coming from Asia to our language
school. This is a sales point for that language school.
A10. Course the reality is they are only here because their parents sent them, there is no incentive really to
learn - very little incentive for them to learn.
A11. We can increase their incentives.
A12. Methven turned themselves round with summer schools because they had plenty of accommodation.
Something Sometown seemed to have was plenty of accommodation.

Q. Would you look at the opportunities for economic development.
A1. The foreign language industry would still be growing and I know there are some concerns of parents from
the Asian countries that their kids are hanging out and getting into trouble. Perhaps we could attract more of
that business from bigger cities and perhaps that means that certainly more Asian restaurants in the town and
that might create more tourism.
A2. You get the sense that its more a -. The fact the couple have gone there, admittedly on the wife’s past but
there’s a perception that it’s a seaside resort. Market it and attract those types of businesses to the town.
A3. Bring in an international airport and spend another 67M on the extension to the (laugh).
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A4. It doesn’t have a big thing, the town needs a big thing. You know the L&P bottle or the trout. Maybe if it
had a big thing it would be recognised as a town.
A5. With all the fears I wrote down, I can’t think beyond them but who’s to say other people would want. It is
up to diversion ??. What would you tell people to do with the big money or the social thing. You can’t seem to
have.
A6. Mmm. Can’t we just let the Council work it out. It seems too hard (laugh). Too many different people to
represent. How could our ideas have any relevance. Even if they did, they might not be accepted. Isn’t that the
job for the politicians?
A7. You need people who’ve got all those different aspects in them and would bring forth something that
mightn’t be acceptable but you need someone to stand for.

Q. What economic advancement can you see in this?
A1. When you don’t know what the population is. All we’ve seen is a couple of young people and the café, not
the size of the population.
A2. There is the foreign language school.
A3. I think that was supposed to display the aspect that no matter what’s happening there’s always someone
who’s going to make money off Asian students or international students coming to New Zealand. No matter
what.
A4. You wonder if the tourism was very strong because there obviously was that holiday house.
A5. With all the Asian students you would think there would possibilities of home-stays and some benefit to
people living on their own – beds in the house.
A6. It’s coastal property.
A7. Good climate.
A8. We could always sell our prime land off to overseas people.
A9. Mountain-biking tours.
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A10. What has happened is that a lot of people have moved out of the area and renting their properties or
they’ve sold. There’s a lack of ?cooperation with the business community there.
A11. I think what we need is a bloody great ?
A12. I think what was interesting was that you could do whatever you want and make it successful if you do it
right. Doing it right is guess-work because you never know how to do it right. If you’ve got money to back you,
the skies the limit. The fact is to get that money to back yourself to get going.
A13. The big shops are closed so I don’t know if we could look at some sort of niche marketing. We could have
some nice cafes.
A14. Lots of cheap accommodation for arts people. They could rent all those closed-down shops. Local
newspaper. Get that creative team.
A15. You could also make it a destination in its own right so that people would come
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Sometown's networks groups & links
A. Home-stay networks, Koffs café, employment, churches. It was a strain.

A. There was too much traffic. Just that there was no busy (laugh), no queues (laugh), just heaps of trash
(laugh). An artists’ retreat. Shops could be seen as an attraction because they were shut. (laugh) There’d be a
few well-intentioned individuals trying to network you into something (laugh). Maybe that’s what we’re looking
for (laugh). Discussion closed.

Q. What sort are links are operating in Sometown?

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]

A. Police (Ha, Ha, Ha!)
A1. Heaps of business people I would presume. Business associations.

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

A2. They made it appear that most of the businesses were defunct.
A3. There must be somebody, land agents or – (laugh)
A. We don’t know if there was a public school. We can assume there is something. That’s certainly one place to
start linking. There’s also the WINZ office and if things are as bad as they’re talking about we can link through
there (laugh).
A1. When the kids were on their bicycles looking down to this place it seemed to be quite a big place so there
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=83 (1 of 3)16/8/2006 2:12:26 AM

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

must be old churches and schools and things.
Q What economic underpinnings did this place have?

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]

A. It seemed like Brighton actually. The 1970s when New Brighton was very busy.

Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

A1 It’s cos they had Sunday trading and a niche market.

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

A2 There would be holiday houses so you could those people back, not necessarily to live there, but to
contribute. Discussion closed.

:: Latest News & Comment

Q. What are the links operating in Sometown that you may be part of that would support any sort
of development?

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

A1. There was a drop-in centre.
05/03/06 14:48:49

A2. Things open and closed (laugh).
A3. You could get funding from lottery. The churches get together to provide some facilities for the community.
Not that they’re strongly religious. Could be off-putting with dogma. I think if you could get the churches
together and agree on. They could provide the facilities.

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

A4. I think the schools might be.

Sociology Conference 2005

A5. Another thing would be arty-farty kind of groups. Teaching them how to perform and acting or singing or
dancing.

04/10/05 21:29:21

A6. That area seems to be very attractive to people of all cultures. Not necessarily going to make prosperity in
the town except to give the young people something to do.
A7. There might be a way in which structures, existing structures where the young people would be able to tell
us what to do – sports teams or something like that. It doesn’t appear to be many strong ways to
communicating to portions of the community. I think, out of that the potential is – well if they could tell us
what they want maybe there could be some bottom-up type of leadership. Young people express what they
want and go ahead and do it.
A8. But is that really the problem? Is the town going down-hill because the kids are going bad or because of
economic forces outside of our control? Is that what we have to get right? Community rallied round and
excited to encourage some form of cohesion. Certainly there are business networks in the town and maybe it’s
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about getting them together.

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]

A9. And the other possibility is just carrying on and getting over it on a personal level. Discussion closed.
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

Q. Look at existing networks that would support anything that you have talked about.

24/08/05 12:01:18

A1. There’s the church, there’s the school although a lot of parents are taking their children out of the school,
sending them into town.

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]

A2. There’s the loyalty amongst people who have lived there for several generations.
A3. I don’t think there is much support there for anything. All the young ones have gone off overseas to make
money to pay off student loans.

Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace

A4. We would need to see what the community would want. From outside the thing that worries me most is
the money problem.

25/05/05 12:02:58

A5. The main thing is that you want to get the community together and talking cause that plays on its not
what you know but who you know. Discussion closed.
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The silent links of Sometown

Silent Connectors (SC) No verbal, Physical (tattoo man) – people are not of his posture – self-assured so he has no need to talk to
enlist anybody – he is comfortable confident in his own space. He had served in the military and had also
experienced past discrimination. Academics came from similar worlds. Husband and wife also shared similar
life histories

S.C

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]

Connection between the café owner’s wife and the Asian students.
Connection between the café owner’s wife and the tattooed man and his previous actions in breaking up a fight
among the Asian students.
Connection between the tattooed man and his army past and his army friend in Singapore.
Connection between the behaviour of the police and the background of the German café owner.
Link between the tattooed man and the Asian students.
Link between the café owners and the 2 young visitors who appeared worthwhile having in their café and
talking to before the husband judged their motives for needing the pharmacy.
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Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
SC
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Positive – Caring attitudes still are present
Desire to do something to turn the current situation in Sometown around
Image of the town by boarded up shops etc gives an impression negative of the town.
Negative –Prejudice towards ?() newcomers, Stereotypes, Could be seen as positive by celebrating cultural
diversity – local festivals etc

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

SC
05/03/06 14:48:49

Silent links already operating are:
Silent prejudices unite people in their concerns and
Community “watch” – spying out of window, keeping tabs on community.

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005

SC
Links between: Koffs and customers, Townspeople and each other (those who have lived there a while)
Language school students and who they are living with, Unemployed and case workers, Internet and
townspeople (youth)

04/10/05 21:29:21

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]

SC

After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran

Silent links: Language school, Koffs inn, Dairies, Employers/places of employment, Shared history of growing
up together, Local schools, Churches, Police, WINZ, Local radio? Local print media?

24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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SC
Connection of the past – shared experience and memories, Commonality of human experience – oppressive
and discriminatory, People connections not evident in movie

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

SC
Tattoos – Jewish, Maori

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]

SC

Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace

Shared facilities – libraries, schools, churches, Memories of events shared

25/05/05 12:02:58

SC

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]

Skate-boarding kids, Koffs to each other – German, Mr Koff and police
Language connection between tattooed man and Asian students

SC
Established neighbours, People who have shared traumatic/fun experiences
Tattooed people – piercing etc, Being outsiders in a new situation, Trouble with the law. Two people in a cell
will be buddies (theoretically).

SC
Skate-boarding kids, Mr and Mrs Koff, Mrs Koff’s relationship with her customers, Mr Koff and police, Police and
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“riff raff,” Tattooed man and Asian students,’ Koffs’ and outside world ie visitors (our newlyweds)

SC
Connections within students at language school – shared classes, Shared history/experience, Connections with
places gone to regularly – stores, the café – people you see regularly, Friendship connections, Language
connections, Neighbourhoods, Similar experience as newcomers or as old-timers, Shared adversity

SC
Parents – children/youths, Business – customers/wider community, local government, central government,
Police, Schools – youth/children, Church – community, Cultural connections

SC
Customers at Koffs café, People who remember what it was like, Homestay relationships between Asian
students and the families they stay with, Relationships of community/social welfare workers to the unemployed.

SC
Established residents – sense of belonging/shared history, Parents of children at school and Plunket,
Camaraderie of those on the street – drug users, unemployed, down and outs

SC
Mr Koff and Nazi Germany – connecting with childhood fear when police arrived. Mrs Koff with tattooed man –
knowing his connection with Asian students. Tattooed man’s experience as foreigner linking with Asian students
Police being heavy-handed with tattooed man and with students’ bikes!
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Cafe audience questions the characters
Have you any questions for characters in Sometown or anything you want
to say to them?
The Tattooed Man
Why did you ignore the students when they tried to talk to you?
Why were you rude to Clare?
Why did you come to Sometown?
What is your vision for Sometown?
Why did you get tattoos in the first place?
Who are you living with?
What is your situation with parents, other Maori, and do you have wife or children?
Do you come from Sometown?
Is there a marae here?
I understand why you did not want to talk with Clare. You must get sick of that. Maybe she wanted drugs. I
often get asked for drugs. I get sick of it.
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=85 (1 of 4)16/8/2006 2:12:54 AM

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

The police

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]

Why were you so heavy handed when you took that fellow away?
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

What are you going to do about the bikes?
Do you wear your uniform with pride?
Are you doing something about the bikes?
Why were you so quick to arrest the Tatooed man?

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Clare
Why did you marry Dale?

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

What did you see in him?

05/03/06 14:48:49

Why did your parents move?

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

Dale
Does anything you have seen make you think about/change your economic theories?
Dale and Clare
Where are you staying?
Marlena
How do you de-stress?
Mr Koff

Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran

What happened to the Tatooed Man?
24/08/05 18:22:47

Why do you yield to your wife?
Who owns all the empty commercial properties?
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=85 (2 of 4)16/8/2006 2:12:54 AM

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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Mr and Mrs Koff
How many people live in Sometown?
Who advised you to open a business in Sometown?
Why a café after you've been in the timber industry?
Dale, Clare, Marlena and Wilheim
Go to the cop shop and check up on the tattooed man

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]

Asian student

Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace

Where are you staying?

25/05/05 12:02:58

What are your intentions to Sometown?
What is your involvement?
The Busters
What do you get up to day to day?
Mayor
What is the vision for Sometown?
Who is on the council or have any of the characters political aspirations?
All
Why did no one know his name?
General
Is there a good bus service out?
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This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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How far away is the nearest center?
Are there primary schools, secondary schools, and functioning churches?
What is the economic impact of Asian students on Sometown?
Are there needeles on the beach?
Is the beach still a swimming beach?
Who owns the foreshore and seabed?
How is the fishing?
Are there any dolphins?
Are you looking outside Sometown to address these issues?
Is there consensus around the issues?
Is there communication between the council and public?
Your Response

Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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First reactions
Interesting
Recognition
Thought provoking
Good

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

OK
Realistic
Challenging
Good presentation
Anticipation

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Quite good

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Great

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Disappointing

The Silent Connector research has come to

Unsure
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Assumptions
Clever
Effective
Amazing
Topical
Cheap

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Eclectic
Entertaining

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Straight forward

05/03/06 14:48:49

Funny

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

Longwinded
Different

Sociology Conference 2005

Professional
04/10/05 21:29:21

Conflicting
Embarrassed
Contrived
Awkward
Delight
Frustrated
Intriguing
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=65 (2 of 4)16/8/2006 2:13:13 AM

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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Hmmm
Fair

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

Lengthy
24/08/05 12:01:18

Intrigued
Dislike
Interested
Impressive
Familiar
Cheesey
Frustration
Optimistic
Unrealistic
Brilliant
Bewildered
Education system
Understanding
Impressed
Bemused
Happy
True to life
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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Attempting
Preachy
Stereotypes
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What annoyed participants
A person annoyed me
Narrow minded male actors
Why did Clare marry such a right-winger
Demotivation of young people to do something really good

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Judging people by their skin without knowing them
Some actors overstressed their lines
Students stormy views but no experience
Men depicted as one-eyed compared to women
Idealism of Clare, reactive judgements of males

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Cheesiness between the couple

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Assumption that TM was a bad guy

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Naivety of Dale & Clare - not in touch with real world, caught up in theory

The Silent Connector research has come to

Reaction from Clare not realistic
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Assumptions about TM. Clare's controlling & both students arrogance
Negative stereotypes
The honeymooners, husbands voice annoying, his comment re TM not nice
Stereotypes - students, German immigrants, druggies
Assumptions & judgements made
Dialogue perhaps too heavy handed

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Stereotyping, lack of empathy from male actors
Clare over the top at the cafe

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Deterioration in students relationship didn't ring true

05/03/06 14:48:49

Clare's voice irritating making her arguments seem based on emotion

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

Unrealistic positive students
Ringing the police without talking to the tm if he needed anything

Sociology Conference 2005

Dale over stereotyped
04/10/05 21:29:21

Risqu&eactute; conversation between students
Police behaviour
Dale acting at great rate of knots all the time
Judging people by their look & background
Intolerant men
Clare constantly limiting Dale's voice
Clare too bossy but good at connecting people
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=66 (2 of 5)16/8/2006 2:13:29 AM

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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The honeymooners seem to know little of each other
Dale's woodenness of delivery; annoyance went as ideas unfolded

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

Students different in outlook to be a couple
24/08/05 12:01:18

Dale's smart responses
The guy who was arrested. Sad when man didn't answer Clare.
Certain characters were meant to be annoying but addressed in play
A scene annoyed me
Table scene very long & drawn out
People accepting threat of dying town
Nothing done about the students bikes
Other annoyance
Facism of ideals driving conversations
Lack of care of environment like parts of Ch'Ch
Sound was boomy for hearing impaired
Long sequences of talking full on
Overacted in places
Acting monotone, message could be clearer, include 4/5 skits
Unnecessary sexual references, stilted dialogue sometimes
Police image was portrayed unfairly
Peace comes from communicating among people with smiles, talking etc
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=66 (3 of 5)16/8/2006 2:13:29 AM

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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Optimism misplaced/naive
Stand up lectures missionary stile, pushing the point
Seemed rather didactic
Some over enthusiasm
The police backing over the bikes
A degree of overacting
Low production values/theatricality, Nazi references, totalitarianism don't add to politics
Took long time to get to issues
Putting people in boxes, assuming actors represent everyday life
Emphasised bad aspect of town too much so made it unrealistic
Predictable arguments, heard it all before
Sound too loud, overlong
Introduction of discussion relating to social/economic development too contrived
Dialogue stilted at first
That the reality, as the play said, is that prejudice is everywhere & communities are not places of connectness
Sometimes predictable
Background music
Lack of real communication, reacting to 1st impulses
Acting poor, camera work average, sound average
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Poor acting in parts, clich&eactute;s in script
People talking scripts or speeches to each other
Jumping to quick conclusions based on appearances
Contrived situations
The theme & message were not entertaining despite efforts to make them so
Seen & heard from other folk in Sometown
The music (loud, dramatic) announcing the police
Amateur production & acting mildly off putting at 1st
Heavy handed theorising
Long stints of conversation
Some camera shots unsteady
The bikes & their loan
Circus music
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Why was the play realistic?
Attitudes & opinions often heard in our society
I know people like all the characters
Same as my home towns
Could relate on number of levels

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Main points realistic & motivated
Played naturally
Lack of communication causes many problems in Japan
Revisiting childhood home realistic
Message real but such song & dance

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

That is how we feel all the time

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

A place no longer economically vital

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Why was the play not realistic?

The Silent Connector research has come to

Marlena understood what was happening & had solutions
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Issues real but dialogue less convincing
Issues real but acting not real
Stilted, cop arrest unlikely without evidence
Contrived, unreal that people change attitudes so easy
Mall scene unreal standing round, everyone addicts
Too much action/meaningful talk in short time frame

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Long speeches not normal but necessary for play
Too passionate yet done nothing to solve situation

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Students not natural, views unrealistic, NZ/War unreal

05/03/06 14:48:49

Too staged but language spontaneous

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

Houses & surrounds too prosperous for dying town
Scenario probable but don't think cops would arrest like that

Sociology Conference 2005

Real but laboured, didn't seem true, phoney rubbish
04/10/05 21:29:21

Melodramatic, fantastical music, whimsical
Clare too extreme, naive, emotional, assumptive; arrest unlikely
Encounter too short to have been so open
Deliberate unreal to stimulate thoughts/opinions
Acting & directing chunky, too many stereotypes
Middle income perception of life, wannabe helpers

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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Do students have anything to offer?
What do the students offer?
Clare's insights into social process linked with Dale's business knowledge
Educate, create positive atmosphere, improve communication skills
As part of society, education by talking to people or through media

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

If they can work tog. not get personally threatened by differences b/t them & negative judgements arising
Giving people with little/no education some opportunities
Ideas, ambition for a better tomorrow
Networking
Youth

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Fresh ideas, motivation

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

They have motivation for change mixed with passion leads to change

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Ability to seek economic opps, desire to communicate & connect people

The Silent Connector research has come to

Could help German couple set up a centre
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But they needed to find out more before sounding off their views
Enthusiasm, vision, explore contrasting ideas, argue ideas, move beyond differences
Discussion re building trust etc could lead to good things but need to get off theoretical high horse & get hands
dirty/run cafe like Marlena
Good ideas but never put into practice, hope & anger could benefit if channeled positively

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

Dale oversimplified view of economic change but could change with Clare's vision & other experience
They could recognise/identify problems & make useful suggestions
Once they've learned a thing or two (esp Dale) life experience develops diverse attitudes
Enthusiasm, energy might bring people together. but need more people skills
Dale if tempered by insight/wisdom. Clare act as catalyst for others

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

Youthful, optimism, and being fresh to the area otherwise nothing special

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

If someone want to do it. Important thing is keep doing it

Sociology Conference 2005

Young, enthusiasm, a fresh approach

04/10/05 21:29:21

Their proposals could be used to develop Sometown

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]

Young & inexperienced but have new ideas that bring optimism & hope

But need more commitment to community than just passing through, too idealistic in Act 1
If they applied their degrees to REAL life, living in & removing themselves from theoretical viewpoint. Good
debate
They both seem positive, studied things that could contribute to developing town
Good ideas about getting groups together to get things done. Supporting each other & trusting
Dale a visionary gives his knowledge, Clare clarity of mind, practical
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Go To the island And the island says Go
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More by accident than design by provoking responses, community would take over eventually
Dialogue between them offers 2 perspectives looking at the problem that may lead to middle ground thinking
Ability to connect with Koffs & youth, willingness to build community, education
Maybe they can offer something but in the distant future as they are not prepared now
With decent primary communication they could work with others for +ve outcome
Will probable get disillusioned unless they work in teams with more experienced people, something to offer but
purely theoretical approach can be dangerous

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]

If they promote activities which connect people would start new ideas & initiatives

Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace

They can offer their willingness to communicate, be a good example by taking initiative

25/05/05 12:02:58

They have education, energy & desire for community social work

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]

But only as participants coming in as outsiders
Contribute in terms of their perspectives, fresh eyes, enthusiasm
New thoughts and ideas
In terms of the points of view they represent
Positive energy
Everyone has something to offer a community project
They are good at acting
Both are strong-minded & have their thoughts
Probably had something to offer but not sure what
Some innocent/naive look & approach but can be positive if we leave assumption everyone is like me
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Ideas, knowledge, experience, memories, goodwill, establishing relationships
Idea of community art centre could take off but if community controlled it
Perhaps but ideas artificial
Agree with her ideas
Ideas of connection while idealistic I can identify with
On one-to-one basis
Clare seems a lot more open-minded & understanding than Dale
Good ideas about fundamental problem
Idea of connecting people, offering forum for this to happen
Possibly with her connection to the place
Social connections she talked about leading to trust makes sense
What do they not offer?
Lot of energy & enthusiasm but naive & inexperienced
Difficult when they don't live in the community
Not at first, knew it all but later in better position to understand
Idea of individual connections is valid but major issue is trust
It needs to come from the town
Too theory driven, not practical
They'll go back to where they came from & forget it all
They are students with no life experience, see world in terms of theories they've learnt at uni
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They are naive, concept of sharing is childish
Could be proactive & own development process themselves
Not yet. Not on their own. They may later in life
They don't live there, not part of the community
Dale too idealistic, has energy/ideas but lacks experience, more street-wise than Clare
If they work together, talk about why they believe they might be on to something
If they become real. If they would cooperate and live a bit they would be real
No stake in the place at the moment
Not at present. Perhaps when older
Dale's ideas of investment need to be balanced with community involvement/investment
Dale can see a fast buck!
Top of page
Next question

Village Connections
Contact Hazel Ashton - hazel@village-connections.com
+64 3 667 001 ext 7994
website designed by New Media Design
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Ideas for the second act
Getting ideas from the community about what they want to see happen in Sometown. Forming committees to
work on projects i.e. craft groups, co-operatives, murals, painting, musical entertainment, Drop-in-Centre.
Groups to become incorporated so they can apply for funding. Community garden.

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

It actually felt quite right ending where it did. I already felt I had a lot to think about – it was like (the play)
layers of an onion skin – and presented viewpoints diverse and on several levels. The most helpful part of it
was Margreet’s summing up at the table. Perhaps a progression would be to have the same group of people
(Dale and Clare now resident of Sometown or café scene including our tattooed friend) say maybe 5 or 10
years later – discussing how they had they had come together and implemented the ideas from this earlier
conversation?

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Would be helpful to hear how they turned Sometown around and “connected” the people in their “grand plan”
from the evening where Clare and Dave, Wilhelm and Magda came together serendipitously to discuss things.

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]

I’ve put in my answer to come together with the same people at the table 10 years later – visualise Clare
bouncing a baby on her knee with her and Dave now residents of Sometown and putting into practice their
university learning, tempered by real experience in a community i.e. in context.
I realise how that Dale and Clare weren’t really going to be part of a solution unless they lived in Sometown
and that the breaking down of barriers and prejudices was more between the tattooed man and Wilhelm and
Marlena and that perhaps the café has a role in being available for asian students to hang out and get to know
townspeople (Marlena states they already like her muffins earlier).
A community is made on the foundation of connection between people. While our daily lives are supported by
many convenient things such as machines and shops, I feel that there’s a need for regaining a community
based on the real connection between people. In order to do that, it is important for the people in the
community to 1) talk, 2) express their feelings, 3) exchange opinions, and 4) understand each other’s feelings.
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Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

The Silent Connector research has come to
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The next step shall include 1) providing an opportunity for talking to different kinds of people like local people,
school and city officers, people from overseas, 2) conveying own feelings to others, and 3) gathering people
who share the same feelings
And then we need to provide an actual area and prepare a concrete and detailed plan for the people in the
community (including children, elderly, and people from overseas) to interact.
I came from Tokyo. While Tokyo is getting more and more convenient, I feel that our hearts are getting far
from each other and we are talking less and less. As I walked on the streets of Tokyo I have at times felt as if I
was just wandering without any destination and without any real feeling of life. When you get used to that,
communication and real connection with others can only get more difficult.
The café could be the centre of many new initiatives to draw people together. Cheap meals for the poor,
lonely, mentally ill. Music evenings to draw together local talent. Art display room to draw together artists.
Promote Sometown in a particular way – tourist, beach et. Start a business venture.
Public meeting to assess peoples need – perhaps use a survey from this meeting set up a task force of keen
people, with time, apply for funding and get some action going. Opportunity for different people to donate their
skills – beautify Sometown.

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

The ‘café’ becomes transformed into a gathering place, where ideas, joys, sorrows, laughter, practicalities are
swapped around (plus coffee and muffins!). The ‘tattooed’ man becomes a central focus for a time. We get to
know some of the Asian students. Dale gets a ‘wake-up call’ which challenges his glib assumptions and his
parroted formulas.

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

Café becomes a place where “answers” are sought and found through co-operative quest.

Sociology Conference 2005

Life generally has become so fast and everything on too big a scale – need to de-scale and guard lovingly the
“Small is Beautiful” concept – or else surface living and surface grazing and quick, easy judgements become
the norm. Without real connection we just have conglomerations of individuals.

04/10/05 21:29:21

Title: Optimism & hope arrives in Sometown
●

1. Establishes community leaders that all understand and accept people

●

2. Building bridges rather than walls

●

3. The average person having a perception of what the general feeling is of the make up of community
(ignorance breeds contempt) is positive and supportive to the individual not a statistic

All these characteristics embedded in the play.
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After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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The character in prison needs to be met and his background explored. Dale and Clare need to find a better way
of communicating and sharing their views. The need to grow in respect for each other.

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]

A meeting of all the people involved with developers and city council to discuss planning and future directions
for Sometown. At the meeting the various interest groups could express their points of view and needs. It is
likely that there would be disagreements but some consensus. Would the developers care about the
community needs?? And whose views would the council give preference to??

A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

I think that will become community place but it takes long long time. And works very hardly. And I hope that
town will be interesting town, that not just development. I don’t want they to make town that same as
everywhere.
Tattooed man confronts Wilhelm. Dale and Clare move permanently to Sometown. Tattooed man suffers
“injustice” in jail. Tattooed man returns to café crazed & upset, confronts Wilhelm. A community meeting is
staged for ideas of how to improve Sometown. The City Council facilitates a community meeting
(a) in one version they ask for ideas, try to find out what people need to help clean up Sometown
(b) in another version, the council has their own ideas for massive building redevelopments & the
commercialisation of residential property areas
Dale & Clare are permanently in Sometown, they join a community group & both are very vocal about their
ideas for improving Sometown. Their ideas are directly in opposition with each other causing for personal
problems in their marriage. Dale & Clare have to examine how outside forces are affecting their relationship.
Does where they live impact their relationship? Should it? Is whatever brought them together stronger than
their environment.
Marlena will stay in background assisting Wilhelm to organise community meeting to look at what people want
for Sometown. He personally approaches the different groups.
They get a clash with locals, with Maori, with Asians, with the artist in residence (community arts scheme).
They all have their own agendas and well meaning goals. It is not until a retired business woman enters
Sometown after a couple of years that things start to change. She facilitates many processes and backs them
up with her own money. The shopping centre come to life again. Some larger companies base themselves in
Sometown, providing employment and the place starts to look better through ‘Sometown Beautiful’, ‘Arts for
All’ and ‘Composting. I do it too!’
‘Rugged’ guy should become mayor coz he can communicate with all the residents & the other main characters
should stop ‘dreaming’ and start planning, and doing what they have been discussing.
Perhaps the café owners wife, Mrs Koff, could explain to the police that her husband was wrong in assuming
the person they arrested wasn’t a drug dealer and could they release him. Clare and Dale could open up a
Drop In Centre for youths and the like or maybe they could invest in a pub. Something to pick up the morale
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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of the town. Perhaps Mr Koff dies of a heart attack from the fact that his wife repeatedly tells him of how
wrong he was in assuming the tattooed guy was a criminal. Just to add the edge. Or they could all live happily
ever after.
Marlena obtains release of “prisoner” and invites him to come for “free meal”. Wilhelm apologises. Tattooed
man begins to talk about himself – his life, experiences and they see he has a lot to offer the young people.
Marlena and Wilhelm take a risk – they open their establishment for a local talent night, inviting contributions.
They ask the young people (why just the young?) what they want, and help develop their ideas. Dale and Clare
were taken home by Wilhelm that night and do not need to appear again. They were the “fresh breeze of
change” that blew in. Oh yes, Dale and Clare could come and talk to them about their own ideas? Just to tie
together or they can just appear in audience etc.
The first thing could be that the Maori man with the tattoos could be released and the café owners, Dale and
Clare could reunite with him and possibly get to know him. Although the man is somewhat annoyed at the
wrong judgement that was made about him. He gets over it and all together they contrast ways and ideas as
to how they can make the town more socially interactive. They could then form some kind of group
organisation that can make these ideas bigger and more publicly recognised even to the wider community,
country etc
Meeting with locals – informal or formal (an “occasion” e.g Market Day)
Meeting with “Soldier” e.g. army, navy – his anger at their treatment of him – their apology – his account of
his life in Sometown – his connection with the Asians – the Asian point of view, all the things that locals don’t
see because they’re too closed. From the Asian point of view – many opportunities (coming from very different
places and backgrounds). But being an ‘outsider’ also involves many problems.
Community occasions e.g. Market Days/Festivals/Local History Celebrations/Commemorations/ others to do
with local history or heritage are valuable.
Community Centres are valuable e.g. libraries/halls/drop in centres/ art galleries. In such places it is possible
to “connect” and “learn”.
The ‘tattooed’ man could be released from jail and really be a dealer, this would illustrate the reality that
although we might like to see people in a good light, some people aren’t who you would think. OR
He could be completely innocent, therefore the whole ‘positive/2nd chance’ theory would work. The only
problem being that the storyline would be stereotypically ending. With a twist (like the man really being a drug
dealer) it sends the viewer on a better mind-ride, therefore making it more interesting.
Once the phone was handed over to the wife, I think she will tell the police the boys name, as she has spoken
to him before, and witnessed first hand the boy break the fight up. She probably would also tell the police
about the misunderstanding from her husband. She could then go on to say “so you can set him free officer”.
In a twist, the officer says that he won’t be released, because he was a drug-lord and was found with a large
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amount of “P”.
What seems inevitable is that the German woman will know what his name was having picked it up in their
conversation or something. However it would be very cliché if he was innocent, I would find it slightly more
realistic if he was a drug pusher.
In the end they could start a call centre or something like it with the drug guy as human affairs etc
Introduction of a practical person/s and other groups or parties so as to give a more balanced view of society
today. A conclusion of the play would be Sometown.
invitation to dine at Wilhelm’s for tattooed man
●

invitation to marae for Wilhelm and the students – also to a Maori family and piss-up – boil up

●

explore difference between multi-culture and multi-ethnic

●

ensure that focus for dinner is to share explicitly aspects of each others culture

●

communication – especially listening

●

not tolerance but acceptance

●

own up to racism, prejudice within

●

acknowledge these aspects exist within all races e.g. racism towards Germans including by Maori

- government agencies/speakers
●

- input from different ethnicities/age groups/economic groups

●

- niche markets

●

- investment local/international

●

- tourism at all levels

●

- meetings and planning that are co-ordinated

●

- arguments

●

- disintegration

●

- reintegration

●

- chaos

●

- drama
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●

- peace

●

- give it a go with funding private and government

Not having the confidence to be involved with the people that you don’t know.
Trusting people takes a long time. So you need to be known by those netting group before you put yourself in
a position of wanting to be responsible for any commitments.
Develop communication skills
Be open for other cultures
Develop trust to others
To be educated without experience not enough
(Expanded Q5 – Dale is a visionary. He can also give his knowledge/not only his dreams. Clare more down to
earth. She can give clarity of mind practical (tenure?) and humanism. Also her ability to understand deeper
motivations, insights. Obviously she can give her ability to (lock?) with people and communicate.)
Q6 The young couple giving knowledge and practical skills in business and communication together with the
older couple giving maybe life experience will start a reconstruction of the place.
Dialogue. Practical projects
The Koffs & Dale & Clare might try to get to know the ‘Silent Man’.
Develop the ‘Silent Man’s’ character.
Develop the relationships/reconciliation connect with some other characters.
Discuss what would make Sometown a nicer place to be in.
What matters? Rubbish. Empty/unloved buildings
Engagement Connection
Ex-Army man is the key – has a relationship with 1 group already. Some form of reconciliation b/w him & the 4
others to move ahead for the community
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Some sense of pride in physical appearance of the environment – revitalisation
Café owner male could get visit from police for wasting police time
●

Clare & ‘tattooed man’ may co-operate to organise town hui to create community “arts” which Asian
students contribute to

●

Co-teaching situation of Asian students & community

●

Café owners employ town’s people to provide entertainment in café

●

Use derelict buildings for community action

●

Gvt. Funding needed

●

Community work enterprises – timber, tourism (aka Whale Watch) small alternative industries/
enterprises, flowers, soaps/candles

A resolution – the woman Mr Coff acknowledges that her husband has jumped to conclusions etc…. wants to
know – becomes personally in relationship with him (the tattooed guy) – maybe they all do?
Then maybe do a 6 months project where there is a market day, arts fest, talent quest, whatever – all maybe
– and then another 6 month future projection and see the town different – people connecting etc???
Clare and Dale decide to collaborate on an MA project, developing Sometown and to build a small business
start – up centre. Wilhelm gets stuck in with all his business expertise and helps. The tattoo man turns out to
be a drug dealer after all, but has lots of business nous and great networks as a result! So he goes straight at
the business centre [with space, finance & support for small businesses in their first 2 years]. He gets some
new cultural business idea going, with the Asian students – two people who decide to hang around. Happy
ending involving the wrecked bikes.
Taking that the play is set in NZ probably the tattooed man would not be kept in custody. If others (Wilhelm)
would actually be able to start a relationship with him is difficult to say nicer? the tattooed man remained an
undercover.
The way the plot seems developing all points to this man to give a decisive role later. Many outcomes are still
possible just because his character is still blank – the only thing is that he has been helpful in settling a fight
among Asian students.
Someone should come in and argue with everything everyone said. It seemed like social propaganda.
Mr tattoo didn’t communicate with the lead characters because he saw them as part of an establishment that
he had removed himself from – “do gooders” conservative, know-alls.
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Dale and Clare end up “chilling out” with him, going fishing & just shutting up for a while. They stop thinking
that THEY know everything (individually) and learn how to catch fish & cook it. The lessons are softer. The
German couple cook the fish in their traditional recipes. The Asian people contribute their traditional recipes
too. Everyone brings something to the table. The whole situation isn’t exactly “Jolly” but people do make an
effort to listen to others.
No big “lesson” more just a chill making a “subtle” statement in juxtaposition.
Meet the tattooed man, discuss Sometown and its “pitfalls”, identify causes, what ifs. Follow up crushed bikes
with police, if it was their fault they aughta pay. Stay with the old couple in Sometown rather than the
students (maybe give the students a cameo for the bikes). ‘Close’ all the doors the first act ‘opened’.
Following theme answer to Q5 i.e. possibly students could help encourage community building but they would
surely have to be perceived to have more commitment to the town than just passing students on new bikes.
For them to have a creditable role, they need to perhaps take up residence/work roles for summer etc.
‘B’ has plot for tattooed guy to take central role. I agree and think can add need for reconciliation with the
German guy – maybe a conciliatory meal with all 5 characters. Then agree to pursue community development
ideas with him taking facilitator role.
Whatever happens to the man arrested would be pivotal – if justified (drug dealer etc) would force Clare to
deal with some of her naivety. Could provide impetus to clean up town – get young people involved. Fact that
there is language school suggests town has something going for it.
‘Drug dealer’ issue/arrest draws young couple & Germans into conflict with police.
Climax – Dale & Clare accuse police of damaging their bikes.
Resolution – Clare & Dale move to live in Sometown and engage in community building that creates economic
regeneration. Tattooed man helps them get their bikes fixed.
Complain about bike damage. Go to police station and try to get tattooed man out. Make certain he has a
lawyer as the police are likely to be biased-anti Maori
Dale, Clare & the Koff’s could network to local social, charitable, business, educational, religious groups to
build community. Dale & Clare will need employment, the new employer(s) can be part of this network &/or
illustrate how old institution can lead to entrenched short sightedness resulting in eventual collapse &/or
renewal by outside forces which are often extractive to the community.
An exploration of community organisations group dynamics with an emphasis on working out the difficulties of
community & organisational change. How do we neutralise opposition and/or egocentric manipulative
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behaviour? How do we nurture healthy leaders & relationships/group dynamics. How do we manage our
democracy?
Never forget what a small group of committed people can do. Making use of connectedness. Using difference
as a source of synergy rather than a threat.Respect and integrity as the core values. Use of dramatic principles/
techniques to underpin the process. Identification of common goals – a safe caring, inclusive, non-judgemental
community.
Everyone goes to the police station & contests tattooed gent (if necessary paying bond) and finds out he is a
semi-lecturer in sociology researching how people judge other on appearance. PS I was really struck by how
no-one knew his NAME also.
The couple might decide to move into the area and establish links with existing grassroots organisations. A fun
event like a carnival or fair might be a way of bringing people together and lead to the establishment of (a)
grassroots organisation(s) if they did not already exist.
What happened to the tattooed man? Was he arrested based on Koff’s complaint? Koff tries to straighten
things out.
Dale & Clare report the theft of their bicycles. Tattooed man later helps identify who was the thief. (oops,
bicycles weren’t stolen, they were damaged by police car.) Perhaps ultimately, a growing sense of community
develops in which bicycles are fixed – still tattooed man should be agent of change, perhaps knowing who has
the right skills.
Gatherings of people – interactions, communication, discussion, examples of directions that could be taken to
move the town in the way they would like to see.
The four of them meet again. Other people are invited into the group, including the tattooed young man, and
police. He becomes a pivotal point as he knows the community best. Prejudice is explored and laughed at.
People need to check out their viewpoints by going out and meeting others in the Sometown community/
streets, inviting them to an event of some sort, which could perhaps dramatise these viewpoints, or create a
forum for asking these questions.
But misgivings remain strong in my thinking that the problems are huge, structural and almost insoluble, and
the goal of SUSTAINABILITY very remote. (The DVD seems, after these discussions, to be raising important
viewpoints, as I said. I regret that no-one was offering a green viewpoint.)
In the short time we have been at [location named but withheld here for purpose of confidentiality] we have
had the opportunity to be involved in several (5) community meetings, which I think are essential starting
points for maintenance & change within any community.
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I was more focused on the Maori problem and overlooked the fact of Act 2 being intrinsically linked to Act 1! I
liked my partner’s micro approach of a trip to the police station. A show of solidarity and caring for “the one” –
which, of course, is another great starting point for change – perhaps the best starting point.
Hopefully all the involved get to meet in an open circle to clear the initial misconceptions and misdeed. It is
good to invite some of the responsible town officials and educators to the open meeting too. At the conclusion
of the workshop I can say that the film is a good presentation of an initial conflict or encounter to bring
existing issues and problems for solution.
A strong friendship develops between Dale, Clare and the café couple. The arrested tattoo fellow starts working
in the café. He happens to be musical id Maori and attracts more business both to Polynesian and Asian. Clare
helps start an activity programme similar to what she talked about in 1st Act.
The scene builds on the developing relationships that have grown because of a deeper understanding and
appreciation of each other… because they – learn where each have come from i.e. their past. Also focusing on
the strengths they have – not their weaknesses.
The DVD gave hope which is reasonable. Not a utopian future possibility but some better future for at least
some individuals in the community is possible. By the end of the piece they were communicating in a primary
method (rather than secondary). All were listening/giving feedback and reaching healthy conclusions. Next
scene, invite the wider community to partake in healthy/primary/debate/discussion – empathy/dialogue/
compromise/resolution.
I think Mrs Koff is going to reveal the positive sides of the arrested fellow and how functional he is to society/
community. In the end, it will appear that he could be someone lacking opportunity rather than a potential
criminal/drug pusher etc. If the play goes this way I think it will open our minds so that we look at every
human being positively first.
Clare will try to do something, or persuade Dale and the café owners to support her. However, her aspirations
will not gel with those she tries to engage with in Sometown. However, she will learn more from the
experience. She may meet Sometowners and find more appropriate actors/motivators, who can use their
current and continuing experiences.
OR Perhaps Clare and Dale might shift to Sometown? It would be a real investment in the area of financed and
human capital – despite differentials in motives and spending power with many of the present locals.
OR Dale and Clare could confront the police about the days events and find out why the tattooed man talks to
lots people but not to them.. is he recruiting for the army for his unit?
Not trust, more understanding, money differentials explains the context but not the interactions.
Further to Q3 – Perhaps a little too much focus on ‘for sale’ signs. I think this message got across with just a
few. The ‘down and out’ in the square probably needed to be more down and out – but overall these were
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minor issues and I was sucked in by the end.
Dialogue with arrested man, police, Asian youth. Inviting input on future of Sometown from all concerned.
The café owner might be called for questioning by the police having claimed to be a friend of the tattooed man.
And this will start a chain reaction and … Tattoed man could have died in police custody, perhaps due to
violence or otherwise an asthma attack. Clare and Dale could organise a community event in his honour which
could lead to interaction with the small community.
Regeneration through communication Community ties I think the wife will have little chance of communicating
with the police on the phone. Lack of connection is institutionalised making reversing the separation difficult.
The man with tattoos could be found guilty of pushing drugs and sentenced to community service of some
sort. This could put him back in contact with the older couple in some significant way, which would open the
film up to new questions concerning “who is a good neighbour” and the issues surrounding a society trying to
reintegrate individuals who have been incarcerated.
Develop with the Koffs some community engagement plan to start the process of reconnecting people. Would
be necessary to think of something to set this going so some event. Would have to in the police to form the
start? – maybe a street? Festival with business? Ventures? Could be part of Act 2 – providing facility for some
council mixing – new connecting.
The drug dealer released after Clare’s intervention – meets the Koffs and becomes a mediator for the
community in the café. Oh the police offer to pay for the bikes out of their own pocket! Fantasy ending. Mrs
Koff gets the man released and he, after angry exchanges, draws them into his work – a global café that
meets Chinese and local needs.
Social realist ending. The arrested man turns angry at Mr Koff and the students and does commit a crime.
Resolution v. irresoluble – understanding from chaos v. our understanding of scale of problems
I believe that nothing will happen if we don’t see a major involvement from the government towards the
Problem. People can’t change easily without help. The students and the owner of the café they able to create
such an organisation and helping the community
To show how migrants enrich NZ as a whole from several aspects (a) social (b) cultural (c) economical.
●

●

2. To show that there are a lot of human values which are common among people of different ethnic and
religious background.
3. To show how communicating with migrant and people from other part of the world is so simple,
relaxing, enriching experience, self-confidence and respect and civilised.
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When the police are called at the end of the movie the group find the tattooed man is beaten or charged
without evidence. The elderly couple find a way to involve the whole community with an investigation of this
crime. But the crime has not been committed by the tattooed man but the Police.
Students help with the tattooed man and the community build a case. Police officers are brought to task, and
the community well-being is increased and open to new creative ideas to enhance their economic situation
Could show a meeting with the tattooed guy where he comes to the café after getting out of the Police station.
Could get him to talk about himself to show he is a “normal” person & not a drug dealer as he was stereotyped
to be. Show them all getting to know one another, break down barriers.
The tattooed man is here in Sometown for a reason e.g. visiting family or on holiday, not there to sell drugs as
assumed by the others. Could say that he also has been to university like Clare and Dale, so have similar
experiences and show different sides to the tattooed man.
The telephone is handed to Marlena and it turns out she does know the name of the man arrested – he is Rick
Tamati and he has been into her café before and talked to her about himself. He is in town to provide support
to his grandmother who has recently been in hospital. She talks to the police and says that the call was a
mistake. She asks to talk to the young man. He is angry and upset and doesn’t want to talk to her. He is
released from the police station and doesn’t return to the café. She finds out where he lives and brings around
a plate of her superb muffins and she starts talking to his grandmother. Connections are made. The young
university couple visit in their next vacation. They start to get to know Rick Tamati, his grandmother and
others in their neighbourhood.
Marlena Koff could explain to the police that her husband had made assumptions based on his own prejudices,
after she explained to him what her experience with the tattooed man was, he realised he could be mistaken
and wished to remedy the situation. They could offer to put up his bail money and take some responsibility for
him. Meanwhile, the owners of the language school hear about his language skills and seek him out offering
him work.
Mrs K asks for the tattooed man by name
An apology is extended to the TM by Mr K
Reconciliation and understanding by both parties
Friendship
Communication
Development of networks extending out of initial misunderstanding
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Use of all peoples’ skills and experiences to help develop community
Rebuilding the township as a result of the rebuilding of the community
Challenges and opportunities
1. Could turn Sometown into something better. Everyone lives happy ever after.
●

●

2. All could die in some kind of planetary body of matter revolving through space accidentally comes too
close to the sun and causes slight blindness, causing all kinds of general mishaps which eventually leads
to the extinction of the human race.
3. Quite obvious that No. 1 is going to happen

In one scenario – a development scenario. The ?continuation of local entrepreneurship – economic as
represented by the restaurant part owner and social as represented by his wife and the arrested man – are
combined with aspect of business & social expertise brought by the students and connected to the university to
give a basis for the town and transformation.
In another scenario none of the crucial connections required for revitalisation are made. The students leave,
the business fails, the tattooed man goes to prison.
From discussion, the likelihood of the second scenario, at least the part of it where the man goes to prison is
high – unless the community can be mobilised to offset the ?outcomes of the police and demonstrate his
innocence and the focus built into police procedures.
Working together
Making it happen
Getting to the bottom of the problem
Change, key
It would be good to see a community meeting called – maybe the focus could be a hangi and drinks – very
informal – to get people to come along. There, they can express what they need to get some life back to their
town. What sort of industry or enterprise i.e. in a small community out of Wanganui after the freezing works
was closed down, the community organised a musical band. It was very successful and provided employment
and focus for them.
Maybe something of this sort? What about organising a real get together of this sort and see what comes out
of it.
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=70 (13 of 14)16/8/2006 2:14:28 AM

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

In the first act there was ideas about the reality of “the way things are” from Mr Koff & Clare (their
perception). In reply to Dale’s “Business mind set”, maybe expand on the improving of their perception –
keeping in mind that I think that “REALITY” and realistic approach is most important.
I think that the tattooed man will get out of jail and Dale and Clare will like him You could have Dale & Clare
moving to Sometown and beginning their changes, but going different ways – perhaps beginning with the café,
the guy with the tattoos having a big part of it. He becomes the hero of the day. Everyone becomes one and
helps each other.
The tattoo guy seems like he might save the Day! The bikes don’t get fixed! Cops will get away with it!
Life and reality can be made closer. In life you have dreams you make dreams a reality with others in
discussion, support. Life is about exchange. Support dialogue, not avoiding others who are different. Need to
say what you think openly and honestly. Be yourself. Exchange ideas. That is the only way of life that is
possible. Negotiation doesn’t close down - Important to understand others as well.
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Hope & Despair
Group 1
Hopeful 3.5

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

Wanting to be hopeful
Identified with positive character (aware of her vulnerability) ie in our own experience, jumping in where
angels fear to tread…
Need to believe in resolution or I'd feel despairing of humans and their opportunities to turn situations around
for the better. I need to believe that we may one day all be caring of all in our communities
Despairing 3.5
Feel disempowered
Feel greatly saddened at the state of humankind in a kind of pit difficult to extricate oneself from

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Feel angry/frustrated/miserable

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Feel future wasn't bright or promising

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Feel mired down

The Silent Connector research has come to

Feel disillusioned about humans capacity to change
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Feel that the council/organizations weren’t committed to facilitating people connecting.

Hopeful 6
Natural position for both of us - slightly more hopeful than despairing
There's' always plenty to despair about but it's more hopeful to be positive
Potentially plenty of drama

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Pretty desperate situation, but the drama comes from at least some resolution being achieved
Despairing 6

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Communication difficulties (not enough people know what's going on)

05/03/06 14:48:49

Developers don't care

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

People not listening
Ineffective local authorities
No one knows the history
Good things get squashed
Too much account given to those who have the money
In the end, some hope, but not strong enough to effect change
Hopeful 2
Town has potential
HOPE
Faith in peoples' ability to change things
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Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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Optimistic
Positive

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

Possibilities in Sometown
24/08/05 12:01:18

Despairing 2
People leaving town
Braindrain
Powerlessness
Lack of finance
Apathy
Hopeful 1
Anything possible if we keep doing
I made a happy ending
It is possible
I believe in happy endings
MORE THAN HOPEFUL
Despairing 1
When they give it up it happen
Squashed and abused as a child
Experience of continual hopelessness
Disempowerment
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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More than despairing

Group 2
Despair 2
More interesting and less stereotypical
Stereotypical is happy
If he was a drug dealer, not who you think
Thing best of people, but more realistic if a drug dealer
Let down by him, but doesn't mean you have to give up on everyone
Hope 2
Hope Mrs K would know his name
He would be grateful and he could forgive them
Pitch an idea - he could help with language school
Sell café and buy language school
Join students in and get rid of students loan and inflict positively on the town
Hope 3
Would not be completely hopeful because of some form of conflict
Different views
Twist that cause conflict once again
Despair 3
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Café owner and boy were right about Maori man all along
The people of the town like it the way it is
Someone could die (maybe Dale!!!)
We find out Clare's preggiz and it's really sad with no money. She's stuck with the student loans.
Hope 1 and 2
Because I believe the tough guy is innocent. Thee a re a lot of people in this world who assume wrongly of
others and the ending or part 2 could that that it is never beneficial to assume
So people in the same situation can see what can be done. I think he is a druggie - hard core. Just being real.
But if it works out POSITIVE in the end…
Despair 1 and 2
Show that… consequences are REAL
Regret is Real
Never ASSUME! Or else
To show people what happens to those who assume and are judgmental towards others. I'd say a heart attack
would be more likely. Suffered by Mr Koff of course. He was the one who contacted the authorities.

Group 3
Hope 3
Still some difficulties
Lots of challenges
There's potential
Confident in community's ability to overcome difficulties
People who want change have access to tools for change ie educated also have energy
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Despair 3
Greed always wins
Political manipulation
Agenda of powerful usually overcomes agenda of less powerful
Conservative red necks have loud voices in small towns
People don't like changes
Takes a lot to overcome mistrust
Hope 2
Relentless optimist
Glass half full
Optimist
Mystery breeds fear
Key is communication, motivation and insight
Exposure ensures learning growth
Miracles happen
From chaos comes creativity
Always a chance for positive outcomes
Ah But a man's reach should exceed his grasp or what's a Heaven for! (Browning)
I need to believe I can make things better.
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Hope 4
Big task - need more points of view
Need more viewpoints of relevant groups
Very idealistic, lacking life experience

Group 4
Hope 2- 3
Issues were interesting
Resonating with personal experience of "failure"
I like happy endings, but reality is never perfect
Anticipation of ideas for solutions
Always possible to work things out but it takes time and commitment
This world is not meant to be perfect
With communication people can work things out
It takes more than just communication
Despair 2-3
Human nature is designed for conflict
Real solutions are never simple
Often people will not go the little extra step
People are individuals
Success only comes from individual striving
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Everyone defends their own situation
If they are comfortable, they are not as open to other's rights
Despair 3
Despair about changing police attitudes in a hurry
Clare only able to see change 1:1 basis
Dale is too young
Difficult of identifying "community. So many have gone. Only new industry seems to be ESOL courses and then
need outside understanding
Hope 3
Community grant from sout?
Miraculous change of
Tsunami to unite town
The army care and CO told police of positive very good army record
Wananau arrived
Hope 4.5
Hopeful therefore of collective ideas
Although no easy answers positive step for people to meet/create forum for discussion/connection
Things could not get any worse
Neighbourhood watch!!!
Despair 4.5
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No real change outside green politics
Sustainability almost impossible with/given present economic models.
Despair 1
Town is so polarized
Willful individual in the police that gets in the way and makes for a bad situation
Human nature doesn't change
Mr Koff commits suicide
Police beat tattooed man to death
Political and investor forces are intentionally working behind the scenes to make the town fail
Hope 1
Why were we there (at H1)
Because it's a story on TV
The power and goodness of basic human nature
Given the choice most people would rather they get along
Got a glimpse of someone's past
Was a seed of connectedness
Future could build on this kernel
They connected with the Koffs.

Group 5
Hopeful
http://www.village-connections.com/index.php?PageID=71 (9 of 19)16/8/2006 2:14:58 AM

Village Connections - Hazel Ashton "The Silent Connectors"

Optimistic and good mood today
Primary communication
Conflict resolved
Dialogue with all parties regarding views of Sometown's future
Community is the key
Give a model of how to go about it
Despairing
Fear of differences, stereotypes
Unfair treatment = resentment. Lack of relations
Police might not back down (disappointing)
We find it hard to not be optimistic and we are happy about that.
Hopeful (mildly)
We are optimistic to a degree
Look to improve the bleak outlook
Despite problems, they didn't run away
Students might precipitate something
New Alliances
Issues came up, but character is determined by how we deal with them
Hopeful
No problem - all will get in behind changes
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Students will propose ideal solutions
Luck will play a part
Time is ripe for change - property market booms
Government dollars will flow (MED)
Changes need connecting up
Bikes were insured
Close to Despairing
No easy resolution at end of act 1
Still a big distance between groups
Social realism more effective catalyst
Separation between groups institutionalized - rigid
Mildly hopeful
People with good intentions in dialogue
Communication leads to trust
Café provides stability in transient population

Group 6
Hopeful 4
There just has to be hope
This is because the feeling in being produced in the film is heading towards a positive outcome
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I think the tattooed man opens a very big door for a positive community role model
The tattooed man is the "joker" of the play
Despair 4
The town was looking pretty desolate
So there seems to be few people left to actually bring together
The four main characters seem not to be able to actually listen to each other and link up with one another
Hopeful 1-3
An entertaining ending that was hopeful
Plausibility - felt overall hopeful outcome was in keeping with research and play
Thought a hopeful outcome was achievable through the plot
Cos had a happy ending for 2nd scene
Majority of characters (that spoke) were enthusiastic and because there was a language school. Felt like things
were happening
Cos I'm an optimist - also maybe Clare's voice was "privileged" throughout the drama.
Despair
Artistic integrity is going for "D"
Plot of second drama/act negative = wake up call for society
Because of possible reality with neoliberal society eg National gets in and then fall into difficulties
Too many people at university
- (very) Despairing
Naive
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Contrived to work people up
Ideas tiresome
What see all the time in newspapers
Object to idea of what wear is who you are eg Muslims veils, Jews skullcaps. People wear things to show
status, uniforms, and tattoos giving social message about selves. People have got to go on. If disagree slippery
slope to being Nazi. Popular way of stopping criticism. Nazis groups of people - ideology - implications if
tattoos = nazi - thug. Simplistic makes me mad.
Hopeful
Point out that we all judge people because of behaviour. If someone pointed out this. After the poems etc,
naive - it is difficult to get people to participate. It is unreal and not satisfying. ESOL and immigrants - positive,
but community difficult.

Group 7
Hopeful 8-9.5
Cos the 1st Act had a positive direction - they all seemed to be working it out.
They were basically caring people, some who had personal experiences of abuse. They were aware of
intolerances.
I think that Dale and Claire would like to become friends with the Tattooed man
I have personal experience of working in community groups and have a lot of belief in the homegrown wisdom
of what they have to offer.
Despair
Dale and Claire get beaten up by riff-raff causing them to leave and NEVER RETURN
Koffs go broke
Try to organize a meeting that doesn't happen due to apathy
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Bad aliens
Climate change causes the town to vanish under the sea - sea level rises.
Despairing
More Despairing because I think they will go through a hard time before it gets easier
They will try to convince people
Innocent go to jail
Lots of hard work and trials before anything changes.
Hopeful
Drop in Centre - Clare and Dale set it up
Community discussions at café on how to improve the town
Some government grants including business courses, "riff raff" training
Business picks up again - new firms
Toursim, including restaurants - a bit like old Sometown.
Japanese people cold open a Japanese restaurant
Fund raising to advertise Sometown and paint it up.
Would be difficult to get funding, people on the street wouldn't come.
Hopeful 6-7.5
From associating with the tattooed man, there is a happy ending
Purely from the idea that humans prevail ie Lord of the Rings, Not necessary the second act, but the overall
ending - good always wins.
Seeing Mr Koffs awareness of change, lightening up, listening to others, changing and taking action.
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Despairing
Police not taking the blame for the bikes
Giving the tattoo man a beating
Mrr Koff being held under investigations for having "connections" with the tattoo man
The café was genuinely peddling drugs (because of economics)
Couple divorce

Group 8
Hopeful 3
Conversations challenging stereotypes
Situation presented a challenge - things could be better therefore interested in what you could be hopeful about
Belief in talk
People were good hearted therefore once information available they would change and be open to behaving
differently
Possibility of openness to difference
The group around the table were different - they could cope with difference
People who appear to be 'the problem' are often part of the solution
Very Hopeful
Students and café people all intellectual
Tackle problem in a democratic way
Create a social organization and help community do what it has to do
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Help regardless of ethnic or other
Social solidarity, ethic of mutual support, not selfishness important
Wish to others as self (good things)
Everybody to be in touch with everybody
Keep talking together to solve problems
Release everything on people's minds by taking and taking action to solve the problem
Instead of arrest talk, see how to have a decide life
There is always a reason for a problem
Talk to see the reason then can fix
Need good social environment for good people - bad environment bad people
Don't involved police jail - complicate problem, doesn't help (can be where there is a crime)
Social work needed as well if people do become involved
Social workers very important, skilled, they should be involved
Technical ability to rehabilitate
Sad
If people selfish, no solution, talk without connecting - problem
Idea what to do identify a situation, create organization, act
Or no solution, destruction of people to area, with no communication
People know each other - social control guidance amongst the people
Religion, family very powerful- extended family, neighbours, social life, tribe
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Need money - it's given secretly - in the religion
Urbanization, especially big cities weaken this, not destroy, still in village and small towns.
Despair
Because I think there is no solution to the problem that I can see
Need for education, history, culture and geography
White people think they are superior. Need to be for everyone.
Need migrant for sustainable economy and expert and relate to for partnership
Instead of blaming system for logs etc, multinational
Good intentions, though not know have mechanism to convert into acts
Need to being intentions to fruition
Personal is inadequate - need organisations, Ngos, government, religions to work together on common human
values, want these and implement
Young with those good intentions - the future is not that gloomy
But takes time, effort, takes decades pershaps
Knowledge needs to accumulate
Migrants and locals need to understand time is needed
Need to be realistic over time therefore time to choose a wife, learn to trust etc
Humanity in common a starting point
Government not serious about migrant service
Help completely until migrant family can support itself.
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Hopeful 5
Because things can go either way
There are the ingredients for success and failure in all scenarios

Group 9
Hopeful 1
Individuals combine their different recourses as a basis for economic development and social justice
Resources: knowledge, practical skills, connections, trust, economic means, physical and mental energy
All things are possible when people co-operate
Despair 1
Individuals fail to work co-operatively to combine resources fore economic development and social justice.
Despairing 3
People may have lack of willingness to change
Action against tattooed guy could have made him bitter, shut him down, made him mistrustful
Looking at it from towns peoples perspective
They are happy this way
Despair has been progressive, warn down gradually
Maybe he really is a drug dealer
To add - easy fix solutions to problems without information or communicating with community
Despair: re not finding what community consider as solutions
Hopeful 3
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Participants' last reaction
Thought provoking
More positive
Interesting
Middleclass

:: Latest Village Discussion

Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Trigger for ongoing discussion
Too much emphasis on students
Better to overemphasise to highlight issues
Good at drawing discussion
Clever

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

More optimistic

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]

Compressed

Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

Intrigued

The Silent Connector research has come to

Disappointed
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Balanced
Potential in everyone
Recognition
Impractical
Neutral
Invitational, inspirational

an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Interesting but disturbing
Useful

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections

Staged but interesting

05/03/06 14:48:49

Simplistic, one dimensional characters

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]

Funny
Happy

Sociology Conference 2005

Not believable
04/10/05 21:29:21

Everyone should have wide vision, communicate among international people & neighbours
A bit sceptical about positive outcomes
Contrived
Longwinded
Straight forward
Stimulating
Impressed
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SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran
24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
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Movie has usable function
Raises issues of community potential

back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!

Potential for creative outcomes
24/08/05 12:01:18

Something to build on
Gets harder before its easier
More thoughtful
Engaging
Complex
Always difficult to change motivations
Doubtful
Didactic but entertaining
Cheesy
Valuable
Disorienting
Idealistic
Reflect
Enlightening
Challenging
Imaginary
Reality
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A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
more]
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The Silent Connectors
Video Script
Original play: Hazel Ashton
Video adaptation: Martin Howells

Sc 1 Ext: Hill road

Day

Establishing long shot: CLARE and DALE, university
students in their late 20s, biking up and down a hill. Clare is
trailing.
V/O Dale / Clare: (Singing) Oh I do like to be beside the
seaside, Oh I do like to be beside the sea….
Dale: How much farther?
Clare: Last hill.
Dale: A hill too far, eh?
Clare: It’s not the hill, it’s this saddle.
Dale: (Singing)La, la, la-la-la-la-la, la, la, la-la-la-la-la,
beside the seaside, beside the sea.

Cut to:

Sc 2 Ext: Hill overlooking town

Day

Dale & Clare come to a halt. They get off their bikes.
Clare: Oooh! I’m so sore. This saddle! (walking very
stiffly). How come you look so comfortable?
Dale: Cos I’m very particular about what I put between my
legs.
Clare: Glad to hear it!
Dale: It’s all to do with the coefficient of friction.
Clare: You don’t say.
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Dale: i.e: Kinetic energy, heat and subsequent physiological
reaction.
Clare: i.e. A sore bum.
Dale: Exactly. Basically your saddle isn’t quite conforming
to your VERY ample and gorgeous…. (thinks about it –
subtly indicating a nice round shape)
Clare: Watch it!
Dale: In my humble opinion you need something harder.
Clare: (Eyes to heaven) Perhaps you need a cold shower!
Dale: (Impishly) Well, we are on our honeymoon.
Clare: We’re also on a public road – and I need a nice hot
bath.
Dale: Together?
Clare: (Ignoring him) I can smell the sea.
Dale: You’re changing the subject.
Clare: Of course I’m changing the subject. . . . Look, that’s
Sometown over there. Haven’t been there since I was a kid.
(She pushes off down the hill.) Last one down gets the tap
end.
Dale: Tap end? (Realising the offer) Oh, the bath! (Races
after her – singing a la “Queen”.) “ Bicycle, bicycle…. Fat
bottomed girls you make the rockin’ world go round.

Cut to:

Sc 3 Ext: Crossroads

Day

Dale & Clare approach. There is no obvious signpost.
Dale:

Left, right, or straight on?

Clare: I’m not sure.
They stop & dismount. Clare gets out a map.
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Clare: You’ll love Sometown.
Dale: If we find it?
Clare: It was such a great place for holidays when I was a
kid - the beach, the shops, the people. .
Dale: Great idea getting these bikes. Can’t get much flashier
than this. Worth spending a bit more on them, eh?
Clare: Skimped a bit on the saddle padding if you ask me.
Dale: How far have we gone today? (Answers himself) Let’s
see. (Clare is not really listening). We left at 9.15am and it’s
just after 11am now – another ten minutes and we should be
there. That’s nearly …. (starting to do the maths in his head)
40 k’s in all.
Clare: What percentage of our student loan is that per
kilometre?
Dale: (Starting to work it out) Um…. Let’s see. Seven
hundred dollars times two for the bikes plus a couple of
hundred bucks on top of that for helmets and top of the line
bike locks that’s . . . .
Clare: Don’t worry about it. The fact is our loans are maxed
out.
Dale takes a sip of water.
Dale: We didn’t have to buy the bikes, you know. It was a
democratic decision.
Clare: We didn’t have to get married?
Dale: Touché.
Clare: We could always get a divorce.
Dale: For richer for poorer, remember?
They laugh. They Kiss.
Clare: (crossly) Dale don’t let me think about money
troubles today?
Dale: Right! We’re on holiday.
Clare: No money troubles. No work. No loans, no worries.
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Dale: Just Sun, fun and sex.
They go to kiss again but are interrupted by a Tattooed Man
walking past. Clare smiles but the man clearly doesn’t want
eye contact. Clare feels uncomfortable.
Dale: Hey! We’ll be fine. Come on, let’s go.
They mount their bikes and start to ride off.

Cut to:

Sc 4 Ext: Tracking shot – Road

Day

Continued from Sc. 3
Tracking shot.
Clare & Dale cycling.
Dale: There’s such a positive atmosphere in this part of the
country. I can feel it.
Clare: Yeah, Sometown was always such a positive place.
Family holidays, a batch by the sea. I remember getting my
first new dress in Sometown. And there was always
something on for kids - puppet shows, rides, you name it. I
can’t wait for you to see it. Come on, race ya!
As they ride off we hear them singing “Oh I do like to be
beside the seaside”.
Audio Cross fade to recording of song and, as we fade to
black the music grinds to a halt.
Cut to:.

4

Sc 5 Ext: Shopping mall

Day

C.U of Clare & Dale.
We pull back to reveal them surrounded by dowdy looking,
shops, many closed and boarded up. Graffiti on walls. Fish
and chip paper blowing along the path. Young people on
skate boards.
A Derelict (or 2) shuffling in the background.
Tacky “musak” playing in the distance.
Insert: a shot of Tatooed Man and Asian students around a
computer with the word "Singapore" being typed. The
rapport between them is very close. Concludes with a
friendly handshake.

Dale: This is it?
Clare: (Absolute shock and disbelief.) I can’t believe it.
This is terrible.
Dale: In the short term maybe, but it’s just a phase. Only last
week there was a visit here from the Local Economic
Development Unit and they were really positive.
Clare: (sarcastically) You mean the “walking tall” and
“movin on up” people – don’t say you’re taken in by that
P.R. bullshit. Anyone and everyone is walking tall, sure – to
the airport and onto the aeroplane – then they do their movin
on up overseas where they’re appreciated, not like here.
Dale: God, you know how to put a dampener on things.
Clare: You’re confusing purely academic critical thought
with negativity.
Dale: I forgot – You’ve been honing your bullshit detector
at uni.
Clare: It’s too easy to dismiss critical thought as being
negative.
The Tattooed man walks by. Clare makes a real attempt to
connect
Clare: There’s that guy again. . . . Hi!
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The Man turns away.
Other people shuffle by not looking at Clare and Dale.
Dale: I thought you said this place was . . .
Clare: (quietly and sadly) Yes I know what I said. . . . I had
no idea . . . . Mum and Dad stopped coming when I left
school. . . . I expected it would be just the same. . . . Donkeys
. . . Donuts . . .
Dale: Deadbeats. . . .
Cut Away to kids skateboarding – non communicative.
Perhaps another lowly figure smoking, alone, reflecting low
esteem.
Clare: It’s so sad.
Dale: Hey, don’t be a soft touch. I know you, you’d give
away our last cent if you thought they were deserving.
Clare: (a bit panicky) Dale I’m worried about the bikes.
Dale: Their locked in a public bike stand.
Clare: They’re the only bikes in a very public bike stand.
I’m going back.
Clare runs off leaving Dale somewhat exasperated.
Dale: (Shouting after her) That’s what locks are for. They
cost a fortune!
He runs after her.
Cut to:

Sc 6 Ext: Street

Day

Dale & Clare walking their bikes. Clare is still sore.
Clare: Do you think there’s a pharmacy around here
anywhere. I want to get something for my saddle rash.
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Two teenage girls are loitering by a bus stop. Clare & Dale
walk past. Clare stops to look in a shop window. Dale hasn’t
noticed and continues walking.
The girls take their opportunity and approach Clare.
Dale turns just in time to see Clare giving the girls money
from her purse. The girls run off.
Clare walks up to Dale.
Dale: Don’t tell me, the old bus-money scam?
Clare: (Glancing back – the girls have disappeared.) Charity
is not a crime.
Dale: Conning people is.
Clare: Trusting people is not a crime either – if more people
trusted there would be less crime, not more.
Dale: Sure!
Dale & Clare notice the tattooed man approaching.
Clare: I’ll prove it.
Before Dale can say anything Clare walks up to the tattooed
man.
Clare: Excuse me do you know if there’s a pharmacy around
here?
The man shakes his head and walks off.
Clare: What is it with everyone? Is it something I’m doing?
Why doesn’t anyone want to connect? The only people who
have tried communicating are those kids – and that cost me
five bucks. Do you think it’s cos we’re too privileged?
Dale: First you bloody well moan about the loan and how
worried you are about not managing and now you’re troubled
about being privileged.
Clare: Well we are privileged. Having a university
education makes us more privileged. And these bikes might
as well be B.M.W.’s as far as these people are concerned.
Maybe that’s why they don’t want to talk to us.
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Dale: For crying out loud, they’re bikes. They’re an
investment. It means we can get about. . . .
Clare: And look good while we do it!
Dale: It’s all part and parcel of getting on in the world. This
place could sure do with some positive input.

INSERT
Cut away to: Rear view of Mr. Koff parting curtains and
looking at Clare & Dale in the distance.
Cut Back to:

Dale: (Grandiosely) I could get this place humming wiith
some strategic investment… For instance. . .
Clare: (Interupting) There’s a café up ahead and it looks
open. Let’s have a coffee.
Dale: Hey, I was about to unveil my five year plan for the
economic regeneration of Sometown: “Sunshine City of the
South.”
Clare: Tell me on a full stomach.
Dale looks disappointed.
The mall music bursts into” New York New York”

Insert: Dale securing bikes to rubbish bins.

Cut to:

Sc 7 Int: Café

Sunny Day

Dale & Clare enter and sit at a table.

Clare: So much for “Sunshine City”. Yuk! Those rubbish
bins stank.
Dale: For Christ sake, do you want those bikes to be safe or
not. I told you those locks are top of the line. Anyone wants
8

the bikes they’ll have to take the bins as well – and they were
concreted in.
Mrs Koff (Café owner) comes out to attend to Dale & Clare.
She has a pleasant quiet manner.
Mrs Koff: What can I get you?
Clare: (obviously luxuriating in the sun purrs) We’d like a
couple of lattés please.
Dale: And two muffins.
Mr Koff comes out of the café to clear an adjacent table.
Mrs Koff: No muffins I’m afraid. We normally have lovely
homemade one’s, but being a public holiday – well, we
didn’t think there’d be a demand. I do have some in the oven
but they’ll be awhile yet.
Dale: I would have thought there would have been more
demand – being a holiday.
Mrs Koff: Yes, so did we when we bought the place.
Dale: How long have you been here?
Mrs Koff: In this country thirty years. In Sometown just
over a year.
Dale: And if you don’t mind my asking, why here?
Mrs Koff: Attractive investment opportunity .
Mr Koff: (In background) Huh, that’s a laugh.
Mrs Koff: That’s enough of that dear. Come and meet these
nice young people.
Mr Koff comes over.
Mrs Koff: This is my husband Wilheim, Wilheim Koff.
Mr Koff: How do you do?
Dale: Hi. This is my wife Clare, I’m Dale.
Mrs Koff: I’m Marlene. And you mustn’t mind Wilheim.
Business could be a little better that’s all.

9

Mr Koff: Mrs. Koff is a master at understatement.
Clare: It’s very sad seeing Sometown like this. When I was
little our family always used to come here for Summer
holidays.
Dale: (excited) Believe me Mr Koff, this is a great time to
invest in a place like Sometown. Ok it’s run down now but
when a place looks like it’s on it’s last legs that’s the time to
invest. This place has potential. It’s just a matter of time.
Mr Koff: (slightly ominous tone) Keep your fancy ideas
young man. Time is the most precious commodity of all. The
mortgage still has to be paid you know.
Clare looks anxiously at Dale and tries to kick him under the
table.
Dale: (Oblivious and even more enthusiastic)) I’m doing a
business course at university – mainly theory of course, but
I’ve looked at some really interesting case studies of overseas
regional development and . . .
Clare: (Interrupting) I don’t think Mr. Koff is interested in
theory, Dale. Perhaps we should change the subject.
Mr Koff: A good idea young lady. Tell me, what were you
talking to that tattooed man about?
Mrs Koff: Wilheim! That is none of your business.
Dale: Oh, that’s all right. Clare needed some . . .
Clare: (Stopping him going into details.) Dale
Dale: (Realising) Um . . . Medication for her . . .
Clare: Headache . . . Um, drugs, for my um . . . headache.
Mr Koff looks suspiciously at them.
Dale: Anyway, as were saying, it’s really interesting. I’ve
just started looking at some case studies of development up
North. The government’s got it right. Some strategic
intervention to encourage international investment and then
bingo – the rest more or less manages itself.
Mr. Koff: I’m afraid I have very little faith in governments.
Mrs Koff: Believe me we know what governments can do.
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Mrs. Koff leaves. Dale has obviously touched a raw nerve.
Clare: (Chastising) Dale!
Mr Koff: We lost many friends because of a Government
Dale: (Finally realising) Oh, I’m sorry.
Mr Koff: So you think the policy is working and the regions
are doing well do you?
Dale: There’s still more work to do of course. But we
couldn’t keep going the way it was.
Mr Koff: (deliberately, slightly ominously) Before coming
here we lived up north.
Dale: (sudden realisation) Well, you must have seen how
things have been (slightly hesitant) getting better there – they
couldn’t stay the same, not even if you wanted them to. It’s
all about efficiency.
Mr Koff: Better for who? Better for big investors yes. Yes,
you could say better for some.
Dale: But the government has invested so much – to help the
regions.
Mr Koff: (sharply) To help big investors you mean. What
good is a new highway if all it does is make it easier for large
overseas companies to cart away our logs.
Dale: But those companies do provide employment, Mr.
Koff.
Mr Koff: Yes, there’s some short term contracts. But what
happens after? What happens when the logs have gone? You
have efficiency all right – they efficiently clean out our
resources and efficiently leave us with bloody little else.
Clare: (Trying to change the subject) Were you cleaned out
Mr Koff?
Mr Koff: I owned a sawmill – like Dale says, it was all about
efficiency. I was told we were not efficient enough. I
couldn’t afford the latest technology and I couldn’t compete had to lay off 50 good, hard working men. (Sadly) You can
say what you like about greater efficiency, but at least we
looked out for each other then. We were a community.
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Clare: (wistfully) You’re right, Mr. Koff.
Mr Koff: Please, call me Wilheim.
Clearly, Mr Koff has warmed to Clare. Dale feels a little
isolated.
Clare: Well Wilheim, you’re right. We used to be more
connected in this country. There was more “social” capital
not just dollars and cents. It was about trust and relationships,
Dale: Clare’s just done this “touchy feely” social
development paper at Uni, you know the sort of thing.
Mr Koff obviously doesn’t!
Clare: Business models these days are so damned
individualistic – everyone out for themselves, making the
most they can out of everyone else, efficiently focussing on
some purely financial end.
Dale: That’s not true, Clare. Much of the stuff I’m studying
now focuses on the need for “trust communities” and
building “trust networks” where people trust each other as a
basis for developing business.
Mr Koff: You know what that means young man. Big
outfits trusting each other to do the little man over.
Mrs Koff: Don’t start, Wilheim.
Dale: It’s about different people from different countries
working in together – the “knowledge industries” where
people who haven’t known each other before can work
effectively together.
Mr Koff: Like the Asian language school down the road.
Can you believe it. No holiday makers now but we’ve got a
language school. Making a lot of money I expect.
Dale: Sure, there’s been a demand.
Mr Koff: A demand for what, more computer games –
designer drugs!
Mrs Koff: They like my muffins.
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Clare, Dale & Mrs. Koff laugh, but the atmosphere does not
improve with the arrival of the tattooed man. They all
watch him go into the café.
Mrs Koff: Excuse me.
She goes to leave. Mr. Koff stops her.
Mr Koff: I’ll go.
Mrs Koff: It’s all right, Wilheim.
She leaves.
Mr Koff: Bloody drug peddlers. You young people today.
Clare: I beg your pardon?
Mr Koff: You didn’t have a headache did you?
Clare: (Resenting the implication) Well no, as a matter of
fact I didn’t.
Mr Koff: I knew it. I saw you through the window.
Dale: Hey, now just a minute. You don’t know he’s pushing
drugs?
At that moment a police car pulls up hard and two
policemen jump out and run into the café. A moment later
they drag out the tattooed and bundle him quickly into the
car. The car screeches backward and hits the rubbish bins.
The sound of a crash and metal. The car drives off.
Dale & Clare observe the event with horror.
Dale jumps up and makes a futile run after the car.
Dale: Stop! Those were our bikes you bastards. They were
an investment. I’m going to report you!
Clare: (very quietly) who to …?
Mr Koff: I think you should go now.
Clare: Go, they’ve just crunched our bikes.
Mr Koff: (in a more decisive tone) Headache, eh?
Dale: What are you getting at?
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Mr Koff: Business might be bad but customers like you we
can do without.
Clare: You’ve got this horribly wrong.
Mr Koff: You didn’t have a headache did you? Tell me the
truth.
Clare: Well . . . No, but . . .
Mr Koff: I knew it. (To Dale) You and your big ideas.
That’s the trouble with you University types. Too many
ideas and too much money.
Dale: For your information we’re broke.
Mr Koff: Well you shouldn’t go spending your money on
drugs then should you?
Dale reacts violently and uncharacteristically.
Clare: Come on Dale. Leave it alone. It’s not worth it.
Clare & Dale go to pick up their bikes when Mrs. Koff comes
out of the café.
Mrs Koff: Wait!
Mr Koff: Stay out of this Marlene!
Mrs Koff: (To Dale & Clare) Please, come inside. (With
friendly smile) . . . The muffins are ready.
C.U. Mr. Koff angry.
C.U. Dale & Clare uncertain. They look to Mrs. Koff.
End on Mrs. Koff smiling.
Cut to:

Sc 8

Int: Café

Late Afternoon.

Subdued lighting.
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Mrs Koff: I’m sorry Mr Koff overreacted. If he had stopped
and thought for a moment.
Mr. Koff arrives at the table with a bottle of wine and some
glasses.
Mr Koff: I thought we might have some wine, after all noone is driving anywhere tonight are they?
Dale: Not on our bikes we’re not.
Clare: Good medication for saddle rash, eh Mr. Koff.
Mr Koff: I must apolgise. You see, when I saw the police
behaving like that, well . . .
Mrs Koff: When Wilheim was a child the Gestapo took
away his mother. He never saw her again . . .
Clare: I’m sorry.
Mr Koff: It was a long time ago, but when I see the police
behave like that it could have been yesterday.
Clare smiles gently and touches his hand.
Dale: But why did the police grab him like that?
Mr. Koff: Drugs of course.
Clare: What drugs?
Mr Koff: He’s been seen all over this town. Talking to
young people on street corners. Hanging around those Asian
students He was talking to you wasn’t he.
Clare: Um . . . Not exactly.
Mr Koff: How the hell can we survive when it’s not only
the bloody multi-nationals doing you, but the bottom of the
heap riff-raff poisoning the town as well!
Dale: You have a point there. Bricks and mortar are one
thing but . . . encouraging potential investors when you’ve
got . . .
Clare: Oh, shut up Dale. I suppose you’d herd them into
ghettos. (Clare realises she has stepped on Jewish
sensitivities at a time when Mr Koff is already feeling upset).
. . . . I’m so sorry, I didn’t mean…
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Mrs Koff: (matter of factly) Clare has a good point. (Looking
challengingly at Mr Koff and Dale). What would you do with
the “riff raff?”
Uncomfortable pause.
Mrs Koff: Well, Wilheim? . . . Dale?
Dale: I don’t know. But it shouldn’t be like this. We should
be improving the education system - . If people were properly
educated then they would have better things to do with their
lives than peddle drugs (looks appealingly to Mr Koff).
Mr Koff: Yes …(still thinking about the ghettos) We can’t
let it happen here. We have to do something.
(Enthusiastically) I shall write to our M.P. We need training
courses. Get those fat cat companies to invest in work
schemes, make those people contribute. (Standing up, and
saying, determinedly) We’re not going to have ghettos here.
We’re not going to have them.
Suddenly, Mrs Koff stands up crossly..
Mrs Koff: Mr Koff, such arrogance.
Mr Koff: I thought you’d be pleased – me wanting to help
this criminal – I can hardly believe it myself - me wanting
help these people. What on earth’s the matter with that?
What’s wrong with wanting people to get some real skills? I
don’t understand, what’s arrogant about that?
Mrs Koff: The arrogance is that you really don’t know about
anything that’s happened, but you so righteously think you
do.
Mr Koff: But he looked . . .
Mrs Koff: He looked! . . . He looked! I can hardly believe
I’m hearing this from a man who knows what it was like in
Nazi Germany.
Clare: But what about the police?
Dale: Someone must have called them.
Pause
Mr Koff: I did.
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Stunned silence.
Mrs Koff: Wilheim, How could you.
Mr Koff: We don’t want his sort around here..
Mrs Koff: You have simply looked at a person and decided
he is peddling drugs. First you have him arrested and then
you want to give him skills you – arrogantly - presume to be
relevant. How would you like someone to saddle you with
courses in some set of skills they thought you should have?
Dale: You must admit he looks a bit – a bit – different, and
he doesn’t seem to be doing anything useful.
Clare: I don’t believe you.
Dale: It’s just a fact.
Mrs Koff: So, because he looks different and you know
nothing about him, he must therefore be into drugs and have
no skills?
Mr Koff: I was just trying to protect my business, my family,
my town.
Mrs Koff: Protect? Just like the Gestapo were protecting
the interests of the state?
Mr Koff: (Pause – with sadness) Marlene, you know I
wouldn’t want that.
Mrs Koff: (Softening) I know. . . . I know.
Clare: (hesitatingly – softly) I think the trouble is that people
just don’t talk to each other. What this town needs are
opportunities for people to start meeting one another, and
other people – to connect – to communicate much more
widely. I don’t think you can do much before that. I mean,
how else do people get to know who’s about, who’s friendly
and helpful, what people can do, what they want to do?
Dale: (interested) What kind of opportunities?
Mrs Koff: Sarcastically – looking at Mr. Koff)
Neighbourhood Watch Schemes?
Mr. Koff looks shamefaced.
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Clare: No, I mean – well things that are fun where all kinds
of people can and want to come together. I did some research
on an area where local people developed their own media –
did plays, wrote stories and songs about their area – and the
amazing thing was all the untapped talent which no one even
suspected was there - just blossomed …
Dale: So you think – I just want to get this right – that we get
people who have a drug problem – and turn them into actors
and poets just like that.
Clare: It’s not about turning anybody into anything. It’s not
about drugs. It’s about talking together – making
connections.
Dale: I interviewed this guy once. He said “we live in cities
surrounded by strangers we cannot afford to trust because we
don’t know their background and what pressures they are
under.”
Clare: That’s exactly what I’m saying.
Mrs Koff: It’s a sad state of affairs when someone is in need
and someone is offering but the two cannot find each other.
Clare: That’s my point. It happens all the time now. I mean
university is a place where you think people would have all
these wonderful intellectual discussions, and people would
really know and look out for each other, but you know it
hardly happens. Students are individuals - busy – in their
closed off rooms, in front of computers, chasing their
individual grades.
Dale: Your right. You know, this is the first really
meaningful conversation I’ve had in a group of people for ..
for… it must be years. Well, apart from the odd faculty
barbecue.
Clare: Sure, the same kind of white, mainly male elite,
putting the world to rights over burnt sausages - exchanging
the same shared clichés and formulas.
Mr Koff: A kind of economic master race is that what
you’re suggesting?
Clare: No, I’m not quite saying that.
Dale: Glad to hear it.
Clare: What about you Mrs. Koff, what do you think?
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Mrs Koff: You know I see a lot of different kinds of people
in this café. Different people see things differently, and
everyone has an opinion.
Mr Koff: (Still feeling guilty) And when they’re wrong,
innocent people get locked up, or sent to concentration
camps.
Mrs Koff: Wilheim saw a drug problem. Dale saw a lack of
relevant skills. Clare saw lack of motivation and opportunity.
Dale: Were we wrong?
Mrs Koff: Don’t you see, that’s what we keep getting from
the media and others too caught up in their own little world
to see the whole. We see a piece of the picture and we make
up the rest. (Pause) What I saw was a young man with
tattoos. But what you imagined became the truth. And you,
Wilheim. You never thought to check whether or not what
you were seeing was fact or fiction. You do not for instance
know about any drugs in this situation, or you Clare, about
the skills that young man already has..
Dale: He was arrested – that’s a fact.
Mrs Koff: Thanks to Mr. Koff and his fantasies.
Dale: (defensively) But Mrs Koff, I agree, perception is a
large part, of course it is, but police must have something to
go on. This is a democracy, not a police state. There has to be
more to what has happened than police perceptions….
Clare: They were bit heavy.
Mrs Koff: (firmly) Do you think the police would have used
the same level of violence on a nice middle class white man
in a suit. No, they did it because, as you say, they saw him as
“the bottom of the heap - riff raff.”
Clare: We should have done something.
Mrs Koff: What you don’t know – any of you, is that when I
went in to serve the “customer” I remembered him.
Mr Koff: Not easy to forget is he?
Mrs Koff: No! I recognised him, the person – not the
problem.
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Clare: What do you mean?
Mrs Koff: Not long ago I saw a group of Asians students
fighting. There were knives and everything. I don’t know
what it was about, but before I could think about calling the
police, along came our tattooed friend and sorted everyone
out – just by talking to them.
Mr Koff: (With contempt) Dealing to them you mean?
Mrs Koff: (Angrily) Wilheim! Sometimes I think you have
as much sense as one of my fruitcakes!
Mr Koff: Marlena
Mrs Koff: He was talking to them in their own language. He
has an army background you see.
Dale: How do you know?
Mrs Koff: When I went to serve him he was talking on his
cell-phone – to an army pal in Singapore. That’s where he
learnt to speak more than one Asian language. Not like Mr.
Koff. – he’s still struggling with English!
Mr Koff: All right, Marlene, I get the picture.
Mrs Koff: No, I don’t think you do. The students really
value him. You see he knows what it feels like to be an
outsider. And he’s about the only outsider who actually takes
an interest in them.
Dale: Now that’s the kind of guy that could really help to
influence Asian investment in the area.
Mr Koff: (Despondently) Next thing we’ll be waking up
any time soon to find ourselves in the middle of some big
high tech, international developments. Sometown, "The
Singapore of the South"
Dale: But, who knows, he could be the saviour of
Sometown.
Clare: I’ll drink to that.
Clare raises her glass.
Dale: A toast.
Mrs Koff: Alright, but first I’m ringing the police station.
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Mr Koff: What for?
Mrs Koff: To make sure our tattooed friend is O.K of
course.
Mr Koff: (Sternly) No, Marlene you will not. (Mrs. Koff is
shocked - Pause) I will.
They all laugh. Mr. Koff picks up the phone and dials – they
all wait.)
Mr Koff: (Nervously) Oh, yes, um . . . hello . . . um, I was
just wondering. . . the arrest you made at Koff’s Café earlier
today . . . Well, I was wondering what . . . I’m sorry . . . Oh,
am I a friend or relative (Mr. Koff looks nervously at the
others – they all nod “Tell him yes”). (Mr. Koff - with
feigned confidence) Um .. . Yes, I am a friend of his . . . a
very old and trusted friend. . . . His name? (Pause – Mr. Koff
freezes. He looks anxiously at the others) . . .
(Their expressions say it all)
FREEZE FRAME

THE END.
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Thanks and update: - 12/06/06 20:17:03

Thanks again to all who have been involved
in The Silent Connectors research project.
The film script has been written, based
around the responses. The... [Read more]

Posted by Hazel on Wednesday, 16 Feb 2005 at 10:06 am
At Canterbury University four pro-vice-chancellors have been appointed
to head new colleges (Arts, Business and Economics, Engineering, and
Science), and a new head has been appointed for the School of Law.
All of the new appointees want to prioritise the building of communityuniversity relationships, which relates well to the theme of my thesis.
I appreciate there will be many views on how, or even whether, major changes
should be made to university life. However, I think most would agree with all of the
pro-vice-chancellors that there is a “need to banish the ivory towers and bring the
university to the wider community.” Of course, the real challenge is to bring it about.
This is something that all my work so far confirms will be no easy task.
I would be especially interested in any suggestions that might be helpful in this
direction. Please post them to the discussion board on this subject (just click on

Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 06/10/05 15:00:12

Thankyou for your interest Rosalie. This
poem reflects on identity issues and the
connection of people to places, homes,
islands that may be part of... [Read more]
Re: After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran 28/09/05 0:39:33

Thank you for your poem Danielle. I have
read it a few times and read it aloud and
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“reply to this post” above and write in the empty boxes at the end of the text).
What follows is taken from "Transforming the ivory towers," a report on interviews
done with the new heads by Christchurch Press reporter Amanda Warren, *

am intrigues by its origin. Wonder if...
[Read more]
Thank you - 12/08/05 15:39:44

-------All agree about community engagement:
One point all agree on is the need to banish the ivory towers and bring the university
to the wider community. All five have visions of engaging Cantabrians and making
the institution more approachable.
College of Arts head, Professor Ken Strongman, says he hates the ivory-tower
image.
“Universities are put there by society, paid by society, and, in my view, it's better
they are integrated with society.”
The new appointees say:
1. Ken Strongman, Arts
(Photograph above)
Strongman wants Canterbury's humanities, social sciences, and visual and
performing arts to become “known in the world.”
He says he hates the ivory tower image and wants Cantabrians to embrace their
university and realize its importance.
He wants to start by pulling the multi-disciplinary arts college into a cohesive unit
which can express its desires and make them realities. He's not kidding when he
says the best part of the job is its "complexity."
“Ask 10 Cantabrians what the university does, and you will get 10 different
answers,” Strongman says.
To some it's a remote place; to some it's a place to send their children which will
lead to a job. Others, and I think there would be relatively few, might see it as a
pale of genuine learning and might be pleased society can afford to have such a
place.

The Silent Connector research has come to
an end. I am very happy with the way
people engaged in the process. THANK YOU
to all... [Read more]
Re: participation - 09/08/05 10:32:32

Dear Hobbit, Thanks for your question. You
asked, "Why participants … are motivated
to divide into sub groups rather than into a
single collective?" I'll give... [Read more]

:: Latest News & Comment

Sociology Seminar: Building New
University-Community Connections
05/03/06 14:48:49

All are welcome to attend this sociology
seminar, and/or to comment or raise issues
in this discussion section by replying to this
message at any... [Read more]
Sociology Conference 2005
04/10/05 21:29:21
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He is also in charge of maintaining equity and diversity in the university. Amanda
Warren here reports on how he indicates the need for many more female
appointments to professorships to establish a balance at Canterbury University, and
then says how he also "wants to encourage more Maori and Pacific staff and students
to join the university and wants the university to be more relevant to the
community."

SAANZ - Sociology Association of Aotearoa
New Zealand 25-27 November 2005-10-04
Theme: Promoting Social Critique Sociology
has as a core competence the analysis and
critique of social... [Read more]
After swimming for a long time you
finally… a poem by Danielle O’Halloran

2. Nigel Healey: Business and Economics
The saying "it's not what you know, it's who you know" is more relevant in the
university sector than ever before, says Pro-Vice-Chancellor Professor Nigel Healey.
The man in charge of the university's College of Business and economics raves about
the benefits of good networking and developing connections in an increasingly
international sector.
3. Scott Davidson: School of Law
He describes the university as "a bit of a curious beast," in the way staff are
cloistered away in a suburban campus, but must also spend a lot of time building
relationships and working on projects for the community. What I would wish is for
the wider community to see the university as a resource where they can come if they
need knowledge about a certain subject.
4. Peter Jackson: Engineering
As head of Canterbury's engineering and computer-science departments, Jackson is
determined to see them become "the powerhouse of the high-tech Silicon Plains."
(Note: Canterbury, as the leading technology centre in New Zealand, has aspirations
to become the "Silicon Valley" of the country).
---------Does what you have read here stimulate any thoughts about how to connect the
university better to the community? Post them to the discussion board on this
subject (just click on “reply to this post” above and write in the empty boxes at the
end of the text. Please also take account of the remarks on how to do this at the top

24/08/05 18:22:47

After swimming for a long time you finally…
Go To the island And the island says Go
back to where you came from Go back to
where you... [Read more]
A story about a boy who
wanted to fly like a bird!
24/08/05 12:01:18

A story about a boy who wanted to fly like
a bird Once upon a time, a few months
ago, I visited family. They live about...
[Read more]
Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and
Participation of All in Cyberspace
25/05/05 12:02:58

This paper was presented to a UNESCO
WSIS meeting in Bamako, Mali, Africa
Technology Should Follow Content - The
issue I have been leading to is... [Read
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more]

of the page).
* The report is in The Christchurch Press, Saturday 12 February 2005, Pages D4 &
D5.
(Headings and numbering added by Hazel Ashton. Photo of Ken Strongman kindly
supplied by Canterbury University Communications and Development Service Centre)
1. University and community

Reply to this post

Posted by long time observer on Monday, 04 Apr 2005 at 2:01 pm (This person is
unfamiliar with the study)
As a local resident with connections (going back to 1968) with canterbury University
I KNOW it needs to pay attention to/acknowledge and work with its local community
(it pays lip service to this in the Charter) as it is an integral part of same and is
supposed to serve same (and in the Charter speaks of being the social conscience for
society) ! and has a moral obligation to 'keep faith'!
Also I noted Peter Jackson's excerpted comments - that department is falready
funded considerably (a research Chair) and other donations/grants for study etc., by
the personal generosity of Angus Tait (Founder and Chair of Tait Electronics) and its
graduates are welcomed into very lucrative positions there at Tait.
As for Ken Strongman saying he would like to see more women/Maori in positions --that has been the aim of many of us for decades, but it is not occurring.
Maori Studies/Gender Studies and Peace Studies were introduced after a group of
women and indigenous persons networked in the 1970s to make it happen!
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Ross_Himona.pdf (30.5 KB)

\\\\
Himona_Bamako_speech.pdf (35.9 KB)

Ross Himona's Bamako speech
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At Canterbury University four pro-vice-chancellors have been appointed to head new
colleges (Arts, Business and Economics, Engineering, and Science), and a new head
has been appointed for the School of Law.
All of the new appointees want to prioritise the building of community-university
relationships, which relates well to the theme of my thesis.
I appreciate there will be many views on how, or even whether, major changes
should be made to university life. However, I think most would agree with all of the
pro-vice-chancellors that there is a “need to banish the ivory towers and bring the
university to the wider community.” Of course, the real challenge is to bring it about.
This is something that all my work so far confirms will be no easy task.
I would be especially interested in any suggestions that might be helpful in this
direction. Please post them to the discussion board on this subject (just click on
“reply to this post” above and write in the empty boxes at the end of the text).
What follows is taken from "Transforming the ivory towers," a report on interviews
done with the new heads by Christchurch Press reporter Amanda Warren, *
-------All agree about community engagement:
One point all agree on is the need to banish the ivory towers and bring the university
to the wider community. All five have visions of engaging Cantabrians and making
the institution more approachable.
College of Arts head, Professor Ken Strongman, says he hates the ivory-tower
image.
“Universities are put there by society, paid by society, and, in my view, it's better
they are integrated with society.”
The new appointees say:
1. Ken Strongman, Arts
(Photograph above)
Strongman wants Canterbury's humanities, social sciences, and visual and
performing arts to become “known in the world.”
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He says he hates the ivory tower image and wants Cantabrians to embrace their
university and realize its importance.
He wants to start by pulling the multi-disciplinary arts college into a cohesive unit
which can express its desires and make them realities. He's not kidding when he
says the best part of the job is its "complexity."
“Ask 10 Cantabrians what the university does, and you will get 10 different
answers,” Strongman says.
To some it's a remote place; to some it's a place to send their children which will
lead to a job. Others, and I think there would be relatively few, might see it as a
pale of genuine learning and might be pleased society can afford to have such a
place.
He is also in charge of maintaining equity and diversity in the university. Amanda
Warren here reports on how he indicates the need for many more female
appointments to professorships to establish a balance at Canterbury University, and
then says how he also "wants to encourage more Maori and Pacific staff and students
to join the university and wants the university to be more relevant to the
community."
2. Nigel Healey: Business and Economics
The saying "it's not what you know, it's who you know" is more relevant in the
university sector than ever before, says Pro-Vice-Chancellor Professor Nigel Healey.
The man in charge of the university's College of Business and economics raves about
the benefits of good networking and developing connections in an increasingly
international sector.
3. Scott Davidson: School of Law
He describes the university as "a bit of a curious beast," in the way staff are
cloistered away in a suburban campus, but must also spend a lot of time building
relationships and working on projects for the community. What I would wish is for
the wider community to see the university as a resource where they can come if they
need knowledge about a certain subject.
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4. Peter Jackson: Engineering
As head of Canterbury's engineering and computer-science departments, Jackson is
determined to see them become "the powerhouse of the high-tech Silicon Plains."
(Note: Canterbury, as the leading technology centre in New Zealand, has aspirations
to become the "Silicon Valley" of the country).
---------Does what you have read here stimulate any thoughts about how to connect the
university better to the community? Post them to the discussion board on this
subject (just click on “reply to this post” above and write in the empty boxes at the
end of the text. Please also take account of the remarks on how to do this at the top
of the page).
* The report is in The Christchurch Press, Saturday 12 February 2005, Pages D4 &
D5.
(Headings and numbering added by Hazel Ashton. Photo of Ken Strongman kindly
supplied by Canterbury University Communications and Development Service Centre)
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